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MARKING INSTRUCTIONS
PREPARATION FOR MARKING
RM ASSESSOR
1. Make sure that you have accessed and completed the relevant training packages for on-screen marking: RM Assessor Online Training; OCR
Essential Guide to Marking.
2. Make sure that you have read and understood the mark scheme and the question paper for this unit. These are posted on the RM Cambridge
Assessment Support Portal http://www.rm.com/support/ca
3. Log-in to RM Assessor and mark the required number of practice responses (“scripts”) and the number of required standardisation
responses.
YOU MUST MARK 10 PRACTICE AND 10 STANDARDISATION RESPONSES BEFORE YOU CAN BE APPROVED TO MARK LIVE
SCRIPTS.
MARKING
1.

Mark strictly to the mark scheme.

2.

Marks awarded must relate directly to the marking criteria.

3.

The schedule of dates is very important. It is essential that you meet the RM Assessor 50% and 100% (traditional 40% Batch 1 and 100%
Batch 2) deadlines. If you experience problems, you must contact your Team Leader (Supervisor) without delay.

4.

If you are in any doubt about applying the mark scheme, consult your Team Leader by telephone or the RM Assessor messaging system, or
by email.

5.

Work crossed out:
a. where a candidate crosses out an answer and provides an alternative response, the crossed out response is not marked and gains no
marks
b. if a candidate crosses out an answer to a whole question and makes no second attempt, and if the inclusion of the answer does not
cause a rubric infringement, the assessor should attempt to mark the crossed out answer and award marks appropriately.
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6.

Always check the pages (and additional objects if present) at the end of the response in case any answers have been continued there. If the
candidate has continued an answer there then add a tick to confirm that the work has been seen.

7.

There is a NR (No Response) option. Award NR (No Response)
if there is nothing written at all in the answer space
OR if there is a comment which does not in any way relate to the question (e.g. ‘can’t do’, ‘don’t know’)
OR if there is a mark (e.g. a dash, a question mark) which isn’t an attempt at the question
Note: Award 0 marks – for an attempt that earns no credit (including copying out the question)

8.

The RM Assessor comments box is used by your team leader to explain the marking of the practice responses. Please refer to these
comments when checking your practice responses. Do not use the comments box for any other reason.
If you have any questions or comments for your team leader, use the phone, the RM Assessor messaging system, or e-mail.

9.

Assistant Examiners will send a brief report on the performance of candidates to their Team Leader (Supervisor) via email by the end of the
marking period. The report should contain notes on particular strengths displayed as well as common errors or weaknesses. Constructive
criticism of the question paper/mark scheme is also appreciated.

10.

For answers marked by levels of response: Not applicable in F501
a. To determine the level – start at the highest level and work down until you reach the level that matches the answer
b.
To determine the mark within the level, consider the following:

Descriptor
On the borderline of this level and the one
below
Just enough achievement on balance for this
level
Meets the criteria but with some slight
inconsistency
Consistently meets the criteria for this level

Award mark
At bottom of level
Above bottom and either below middle or at middle of level (depending on number of marks
available)
Above middle and either below top of level or at middle of level (depending on number of marks
available)
At top of level
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Section A: Crime and Punishment, c.1250 to present

Question 1–3 marks
(a) Identify one type of court in the Middle Ages.
(b) Name one development in punishment in the period 1500-1750.
(c) Identify one change in prisons in the period 1750-1900.
Guidance
1(a) – 1 mark for any answer that offers an historically valid response drawing on knowledge of
characteristic features (AO1)
1(b) – 1 mark for any answer that offers an historically valid response drawing on knowledge of
characteristic features (AO1)
1(c) – 1 mark for any answer that offers an historically valid response drawing on knowledge of
characteristic features (AO1)

Indicative content
For 1(a), likely valid responses include: royal courts, county
assizes, quarter sessions, manorial courts, borough courts,
church courts.
For 1(b), likely valid responses include the appearance of
bridlewells, transportation, scold's bridle, or greater use of capital
punishment, public penance, pillory, stocks, whipping and
branding.
For 1(c), likely valid responses include: building of new prisons;
greater levels of regulation of local prisons; the separate system;
the silent system; abolition of flogging in prisons, flogging brought
back; increase in strenuous pointless work in 1860s.

Any other historically valid response is acceptable and should be
credited.
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Question 2–9 marks
Write a clear and organised summary that analyses the changing nature of crime in the period 1500-1750. Support your summary with examples.
Notes and guidance specific to the question set

Levels
AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and characteristics of the periods
studied. Maximum 6 marks
AO2 Explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using second-order historical concepts.
Maximum 3 marks

Level 3 (7–9 marks)
Demonstrates a well-selected range of valid knowledge of characteristic features that are fully
relevant to the question, in ways that show secure understanding of them (AO1).
The way the summary is organised shows sustained logical coherence, demonstrating clear use
of at least one second order concept in finding connections and providing a logical chain of
reasoning to summarise the historical situation in the question (AO2).
Level 2 (4–6 marks)
Demonstrates a range of knowledge of characteristic features that are relevant to the question,
in ways that show understanding of them (AO1).
The way the summary is organised shows some logical coherence, demonstrating use of at
least one second order concept in finding connections and providing a logical chain of reasoning
to summarise the historical situation in the question (AO2).
Level 1 (1–3 marks)
Demonstrates some knowledge of characteristic features with some relevance to the question,
in ways that show some limited understanding of them (AO1).
The summary shows a very basic logical coherence, demonstrating limited use of at least one
second order concept in attempting to find connections and to provide a logical chain of
reasoning to summarise the historical situation in the question (AO2).
0 marks
No response or no response worthy of credit.

Answers should show connections in the situation defined in the
question and use these to organise the answer logically.
Examples of details that might be included at any level include:
different types of vagrant, crimes against property ,witchcraft
trials, smuggling and highway robbery.
Answers could analyse: the increase in the crime rate after the
mid sixteenth century and the fall after the mid seventeenth
century. the prevalence of different and new types of crime such
as vagrancy, witchcraft and moral crime, greater levels of
highway robbery and smuggling; the causes of the changing
crime rate; the different types of criminal; attitudes towards crime
and criminals.
Use of conceptual understanding to organise the response might
involve change (e.g. in the crime rate); causation (e.g. the
reasons for changes in the crime rate); diversity (e.g. differences
between crimes in town and country).
Please note that answers do not need to name the second order
concepts being used to organise their answer, but the concepts
do need to be apparent from the connections and chains of
reasoning in the summary in order to meet the AO2 descriptors
(see levels descriptors).
No reward can be given for wider knowledge of the period that is
unrelated to the topic in the question.
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Question 3–10 marks
Why have there been changes in prisons and punishments in Britain since 1900? Explain your answer.
Levels
AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and characteristics of the periods
studied. Maximum 5 marks
AO2 Explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using second-order historical concepts.
Maximum 5 marks
Level 5 (9–10 marks)

Notes and guidance specific to the question set

Demonstrates strong knowledge of key features and characteristics of the period in ways that
show secure understanding of them (AO1).
Uses these to show sophisticated understanding of one or more second order concepts in a fully
sustained and very well-supported explanation (AO2).
Level 4 (7–8 marks)
Demonstrates sound knowledge of key features and characteristics of the period in ways that
show secure understanding of them (AO1).
Uses these to show strong understanding of one or more second order concepts in a sustained
and well-supported explanation (AO2).
Level 3 (5–6 marks)
Demonstrates sound knowledge of key features and characteristics of period in ways that show
some understanding of them (AO1).
Uses these to show sound understanding of one or more second order concepts in a generally
coherent and organised explanation (AO2).
Level 2 (3–4 marks)
Demonstrates some knowledge of features and characteristics of the period in ways that show
some understanding of them (AO1).
Uses these to show some understanding of one or more second order concepts in a loosely
organised explanation (AO2).
Level 1 (1–2 marks)
Demonstrates some knowledge of features and characteristics of the period (AO1).
Uses these to show some basic understanding of one or more second order concepts, although
the overall response may lack structure and coherence (AO2).
0 marks
No response or no response worthy of credit.

Explanations could consider changes in belief and attitudes
about the causes of criminal activity and new psychological
understanding; changes in belief about the purpose of
punishment, as deterrent or rehabilitation; focus on the role of
individual reformers like Alexander Paterson.
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Answers could also focus on reasons for abolition of capital
punishment and why the treatment of young offenders has
changed.
Alternatively responses might focus on how the system has
responded to massive increases in prison numbers, or how
governments need to respond to a broad and more educated
electorate.

Explanations are most likely to show understanding of the
second order concept of causation but reward appropriate
understanding of any other second order concept.
Answers which simply describe some aspects of prisons and
punishment since 1900 cannot reach beyond Level 1.
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Question 4*–18 marks
There were more similarities than differences in enforcing the law between the periods 1500-1750 and 1750-1900? How far do you agree with this statement? Give
reasons for your answer.
Levels
Notes and guidance specific to the question set
AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and characteristics of the periods studied.
Maximum 6 marks
AO2 Explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using second-order historical concepts.
Maximum 12 marks
Level 6 (16–18 marks)
Answers may be awarded some marks at Level 1 if they
Demonstrates strong knowledge of key features and characteristics of the period in ways that show very secure
demonstrate any knowledge of enforcing the law in these
and thorough understanding of them (AO1).
Shows sophisticated understanding of appropriate second order concepts in setting out a sustained, consistently periods.
focused and convincing explanation and reaching a very well-supported judgment on the issue in the question
It is possible to reach the highest marks either by agreeing
(AO2).
There is a well-developed and sustained line of reasoning which is coherent, relevant and logically structured.
or disagreeing or anywhere between, providing the
response matches the level description. BUT to achieve the
Level 5 (13–15 marks)
two highest levels, answers must consider both sides of the
Demonstrates strong knowledge of key features and characteristics of the period in ways that show secure
argument even if the response goes on to argue that
understanding of them (AO1). Shows very strong understanding of appropriate second order concepts in setting
out a sustained and convincing explanation and reaching a well-supported judgment on the issue in the question similarities or differences were more important.
(AO2).
Answers are most likely to show understanding of the
There is a well-developed line of reasoning which is coherent, relevant and logically structured.
second order concepts of change, continuity and
Level 4 (10–12 marks)
significance but reward appropriate understanding of any
Demonstrates sound knowledge of key features and characteristics of the period in ways that show secure
other second order concept.
understanding of them (AO1).Shows strong understanding of appropriate second order concepts in setting out a
sustained and generally convincing explanation to reach a supported judgment on the issue in the question
Grounds for agreeing include: there was little change in
(AO2).
administering justice: felons were still tried at the assizes
There is a developed line of reasoning which is clear, relevant and logically structured.
and quarter sessions in the 1800s, minor offenders
Level 3 (7–9 marks)
continued to appear in front of magistrates at the petty
Demonstrates sound knowledge of key features and characteristics of period in ways that show some
sessions. The new organised police force did not make the
understanding of them (AO1). Shows sound understanding of appropriate second order concepts in making a
decision to prosecute, individuals did.
reasonably sustained attempt to explain ideas and reach a supported judgment on the issue in the question
(AO2).
Grounds for disagreeing include:
There is a line of reasoning presented which is mostly relevant and which has some structure.
the introduction of a professional police force (Met and local
police forces) in the nineteenth century which marked a
Level 2 (4–6 marks)
radical departure from the system of unpaid parish
Demonstrates some knowledge of features and characteristics of the period in ways that show some
constables, use of hue and cry and employment of
understanding of them (AO1). Shows some understanding of appropriate second order concepts managing in a
watchmen in towns and cities in the Early Modern period.
limited way to explain ideas and reach a loosely supported judgment about the issue in the question (AO2).
Trials developed so that at a trial it became more normal for
There is a line of reasoning which has some relevance and which is presented with limited structure.
lawyers to act for both parties, they became longer and
Level 1 (1–3 marks)
more formal, in the 1800s compared to previously.
Demonstrates some knowledge of features and characteristics of the period (AO1). Shows some basic
understanding of appropriate second order concept(s) but any attempt to explain ideas and reach a judgment on
the issue in the question is unclear or lacks historical validity (AO2).
The information is communicated in a basic/unstructured way.
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No response or no response worthy of credit.
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Question 5*–18 marks
How far do you agree that urbanisation has been the main reason for change in crime and criminal activity since 1250? Give reasons for your answers.
Levels
AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and characteristics of the periods studied.
Maximum 6 marks
AO2 Explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using second-order historical concepts.
Maximum 12 marks
Level 6 (16–18 marks)
Demonstrates strong knowledge of key features and characteristics of the period in ways that show very secure
and thorough understanding of them (AO1).
Shows sophisticated understanding of appropriate second order concepts in setting out a sustained, consistently
focused and convincing explanation and reaching a very well-supported judgment on the issue in the question
(AO2).
There is a well-developed and sustained line of reasoning which is coherent, relevant and logically structured.
Level 5 (13–15 marks)
Demonstrates strong knowledge of key features and characteristics of the period in ways that show secure
understanding of them (AO1). Shows very strong understanding of appropriate second order concepts in setting
out a sustained and convincing explanation and reaching a well-supported judgment on the issue in the question
(AO2).
There is a well-developed line of reasoning which is coherent, relevant and logically structured.
Level 4 (10–12 marks)
Demonstrates sound knowledge of key features and characteristics of the period in ways that show secure
understanding of them (AO1).Shows strong understanding of appropriate second order concepts in setting out a
sustained and generally convincing explanation to reach a supported judgment on the issue in the question
(AO2).
There is a developed line of reasoning which is clear, relevant and logically structured.
Level 3 (7–9 marks)
Demonstrates sound knowledge of key features and characteristics of period in ways that show some
understanding of them (AO1). Shows sound understanding of appropriate second order concepts in making a
reasonably sustained attempt to explain ideas and reach a supported judgment on the issue in the question
(AO2).
There is a line of reasoning presented which is mostly relevant and which has some structure.
Level 2 (4–6 marks)
Demonstrates some knowledge of features and characteristics of the period in ways that show some
understanding of them (AO1). Shows some understanding of appropriate second order concepts managing in a
limited way to explain ideas and reach a loosely supported judgment about the issue in the question (AO2).
There is a line of reasoning which has some relevance and which is presented with limited structure.
Level 1 (1–3 marks)
Demonstrates some knowledge of features and characteristics of the period (AO1). Shows some basic
understanding of appropriate second order concept(s) but any attempt to explain ideas and reach a judgment on
the issue in the question is unclear or lacks historical validity (AO2).
The information is communicated in a basic/unstructured way.
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Notes and guidance specific to the question set

Answers may be awarded some marks at Level 1 if they
demonstrate any knowledge of the nature and extent of
crime in any period.
It is possible to reach the highest marks either by agreeing
or disagreeing or anywhere between, providing the
response matches the level description. BUT, to achieve
the two highest levels, answers must consider at least two
periods.
Answers are most likely to show understanding of the
second order concepts of causation, consequence and
significance but reward appropriate understanding of any
other second order concept.
Grounds for agreeing include: population growth in London
in the Early Modern period leading to increased crime;
massive increases in crime in Industrial Britain and since
associated with the anonymity cities provide and
concentrated number of targets- businesses, banks, homes
of the middle class. Both thefts and assaults increased.
Grounds for disagreeing include: arguing the role of other
factors in changing crime. For example, widening
differences between the wealth of the rich and poor since
the early modern period has led to increased crime- more
opportunity and targets, eg car crime in twentieth century;
especial increases in crime in the short period after the
Napoleonic wars at a time of poor harvests suggests the
problem in industrial Britain was not just urbanisation but
poverty as a result of poor harvests and falling wages;
changes in government leading to new types of crime in the
early modern period -moral crimes under Cromwell- and in
the twentieth century a more centralised and bigger
government has increased its reporting of crime and data
gathering which has impacted crime figures, changes in
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technology has increased crime and facilitated criminal
activity eg cyber-crime in twenty-first century, car crime in
twentieth century, telecommunications advance in general
in the twentieth century improving criminals ability to coordinate and organise crime; beliefs and values has played
its part in increased twentieth century crime, including the
classification of race, religion and hate crimes;
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