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Welcome to the latest edition of ‘Connect with The Hart’, a brief newsletter that aims to keep 
you up-to-date with what’s going on in the school, as well as providing information relating to 
key aspects of school life. We hope you find it useful! 

Achievement matters 
 
Helping your child to achieve their best during the exam session 
 
Successful GCSE examination results can provide your child with positive foundations upon 
which to build their future career and pursue higher education. In order to help your child 
achieve their full academic potential, the secret to doing well in exams lies in planning.  

Active ways to revise 

Here are some helpful revision suggestions that you could encourage your child to use when 
preparing for these important exams. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memory Journeys 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If your child is not using a study plan, then they will find it difficult to navigate obstacles and may 
easily become overwhelmed by exam pressure. 

A solid revision timetable not only guarantees they cover everything they need to in time for the 
exam, but it also breaks everything down into more manageable chunks – much less scary! 

 

Mind Maps 
A combination of key words, 

colours, symbols and 
pictures/sketches to 

summarise a subject area. 

Acronyms/Acrostics  
Fun words/sentences to help remember 
patterns or sequences. Each letter/the 

first letter of each word in the sentence is 
the first letter of the fact you need to 

remember. 

Dominoes 
Make dominoes of key 

terms and their meanings 
and then test yourself in a 

race against the clock 

Revision Songs 
Create your own songs about a topic or to 

answer a key question and aim to include key 
vocabulary. The first step is to decide what 

revision areas and key words need to be in the 
song/rhyme and then think of a chart hit or 

nursery rhyme to provide the tune. 

Pod Casts 
Record on your 

computer/phone a revision 
soundtrack of yourself 

explaining key concepts. 

Cue Cards 
Write the key word/question 

on one side and the 
definition/answer on the other 

– then flip, test and check. 

Exam Question Practise 
Find exam questions from past tests or from the actual exams on your exam board 

website. Answer the questions and then use mark schemes (these will also be online) to 
the mark your work and set yourself improvement targets. 

Revision Model Making 
Create labelled 3D models 

of features or scenes. 

Memory Journeys 
A story of a journey that 

helps remember key words, 
concepts and ideas from a 

subject. 

 



 Effective learning 

We recently invited some parents into school to be part of a Parent Forum.  This was a great 
opportunity to hear parents’ view of matters regarding their child’s progress as well as other 
matters to help improve the school. 

The parents spoke highly about the tutors within the school; how they respond efficiently and 
how good it is to know they have a direct point of contact. They also noted how communication 
with parents has improved and were happy with ClassCharts. There were constructive 
suggestions discussed which we hope to give you updates on the actions we take in due 
course. 

Did you know that there are Curriculum Newsletters for the summer term detailing key spellings 
and content covered? These can be found in the Parents dropdown on the website under 
‘Curriculum Newsletters’. 

If you interested in attending the next Parent Forum group to voice your ideas, please get in 
touch with Mrs D’Arcy-Barron on email: mc.darcy-barron@hartschool.org.uk 

Promoting high expectations 

Uniform 

Please help us to maintain our high standards of uniform as we approach the end of the 
academic year. 

A reminder that school shoes should be plain black and polishable. Some students have been 
replacing their old school shoes with ones that are not compliant with our uniform code. A small 
number of students are regularly borrowing ties; replacement ties are available to purchase 
from Student Reception or our uniform suppliers.  

Holidays during term time 

It is important that your child attends school every day, particularly in an era where exams are 
becoming more content heavy. A day’s absence can cause your child to fall behind in their 
study and ultimately affect their educational outcomes. Staffordshire County Council will be 
issuing fines to parents of students who take holidays during term time. 

Events 

Date Event 

Monday 10 – Friday 14 June GCSE, BTEC and GCE examinations 

Tuesday 11 – Thursday 13 June Pro-Excel Silverstone dance rehearsals, Rugeley Leisure Centre 

Wednesday 12 June Year 9 Go4Set STEM visit to IMI Precision Engineering, Fradley 

Year 10 Art Photography field trip, Rugeley town centre 

Thursday 13 June Year 8 HPV1 and Year 9 HPV2 vaccinations 

Friday 14 June Road safety presentations 

Year 7 Father’s Day rounders event – 2.15-3.15 pm 

Monday 17 – Friday 21 June Year 10 PPEs 

Monday 17 June GCE examinations 

Tuesday 18 June GCSE, BTEC and GCE examinations 

Year 9 Go4Set STEM visit to Staffordshire University 

‘Matilda’ school show, School Hall – 5.30 pm 

Wednesday 19 June GCE examinations 

‘Lion King’ theatre visit, London – 6.00am-9.30 pm 

Year 10 Art Photography field trip, Rugeley town centre 

Primary schools’ athletics competition 

Thursday 20 June PTFA meeting – 5.30-6.30 pm 

‘Matilda’ school show, School Hall – 5.30 pm 

Monday 24 – Thursday 27 June Year 10 PPEs 

Monday 1 – Wednesday 3 July Year 12 PPEs 
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We hold a weekly drop in session with senior leaders every Thursday from 8.30 am to 9.00 am, 
where we welcome the opportunity to meet parents and carers on a one-to-one basis to 
address any queries that you may have. 

Also, did you know you can find the email addresses for Directors of Faculty, Directors of Year, 
SLT and SSOs on the Parents dropdown on the website under ‘Key Contacts’?  

As always, if any parents/carers would like a telephone conversation with any of their child’s 
teachers, or should you have any concerns that you wish to speak to our pastoral team about, 
contact us on 01889 802440 or email enquiries@hartschool.org.uk 

Best wishes, 

 

 
 
 

 
Chris Keen 
Principal 
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