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Welcome to the latest edition of ‘Connect with The Hart’, a brief newsletter that aims to keep 
you up-to-date with what’s going on in the school, as well as providing information relating to 
key aspects of school life. We hope you find it useful! 

Achievement matters 

We promote a positive learning culture for all students where they are able to make progress. 
Regular attendance at school is vital to help students achieve and get the best possible start in 
life.   

Students who frequently miss school often fall behind. There is a strong link between good 
school attendance and achieving good results. For example, only 12% of pupils with below 80% 
school attendance achieve five or more GCSEs at grades A*-C including English and Maths, 
compared to 68% for pupils with attendance greater than 95%.   

Good attendance and punctuality at school shows potential employers that a young person is 
reliable.  

We believe that if students attend school every day and approach their learning in a positive 
manner then there will be direct benefits to their attainment grades.  

Effective learning 

Exercise Books 

At the start of the new academic year, students will be given one exercise book to keep their 
assessments in - these will remain in school and then one exercise note book in which they will 
stick their Knowledge Organisers and where they will make notes. These books will be very 
important for revision purposes and pupils will take these home but must remember to bring 
them to every lesson each day. 

Pencil Case 

From September, all students are required to bring in a pencil case that contains the following 

items: black pen x 2; green pen; purple pen; pencil; rubber; ruler; highlighter.  You may 

purchase a pencil case from school for £1 and you can place your order via ParentPay. We will 

then distribute this to your child. 

Reading Book 

Every student must bring in a reading book every day to school from September.  They may 

borrow a book from the library at school. All students will be reading during form time from the 

start of the new term. 

Promoting high expectations 

Returning to school 

First day back arrangements will be on the school website. Please be aware of different starting 
times for year groups. Students who use the school bus can be accommodated in school ( they 
will be asked to wait in the Dining Hall) until their start time. 

Uniform 

The uniform guidelines are on the school website. It is advisable for you to purchase a spare 
school tie as this is one item that seems to be lost most regularly. A top tip is for students to put 
the tie in their blazer pocket when they get home. 



Piercings, nails and haircuts/colours 

Please refer to the school policy but general advice is to make sure that any of these can be 
‘sorted’ before your child returns to school. If students have facial piercings they must be 
replaced with clear plastic retainers before they return to school. 

Outdoor coats 

Your child is allowed to wear an outdoor coat that can go over their uniform, including the 
blazer. They are not allowed to wear coats, hoodies etc. under their blazers. 

Shoes 

These should have no visible logos, be plain black and polishable (not canvas or suede). 

Note: There is further guidance on uniform and equipment compliance on the school’s website 

Punctuality 

It is important that your child arrives to school on time every day. We will be taking a firm 
approach to punctuality on our return. Students who are late without a genuine reason and 
those who are regularly late will be making up time at the end of the school day. 

Events 

Date Event 

Friday 19 July School closes at 12.30 pm for summer holidays 

Monday 2 September INSET Day – school closed to students 

Tuesday 3 September School open for Year 7 and Year 12 students only 

Wednesday 4 September School open to all years 

Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 to arrive in school at 8.30 am 

Students in Years 10 and 11 to arrive in school at 9.40 am 

Students in Years 12 and 13 to arrive in school at 11.30 am 

Wednesday 11 September Year 8 girls and boys HPV1 vaccinations 

 Creative Education Trust Sixth Form competition 

Friday 13 September Creative Education Trust visit for Year 8 and 9 students to Don 
Giovanni at Royal Opera House, London 

 
We hold a weekly drop in session with senior leaders every Thursday from 8.30 am to 9.00 am, 
where we welcome the opportunity to meet parents and carers on a one-to-one basis to 
address any queries that you may have. 

Also, did you know you can find the email addresses for Senior Leadership Team; Directors of 
Faculty, Heads of Year and Student Support Officers on the Parents dropdown on the website 
under ‘Key Contacts’?  

As always, if any parents/carers would like a telephone conversation with any of their child’s 
teachers, or should you have any concerns that you wish to speak to our pastoral team about, 
contact us on 01889 802440 or email enquiries@hartschool.org.uk 

Best wishes, 

 

 
 
 

Chris Keen 
Principal 
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