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21 September 2026 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Key Stage 3 Homework 
 
I am writing to explain our Key Stage 3 homework expectations and how you can best support 
your child. 
 
Homework helps students consolidate their learning and develop independent study habits. 
Research from the Education Endowment Foundation suggests that homework can support 
an average of five months’ additional progress for secondary students. 
 
Each week, students in Years 7, 8 and 9 will complete: 
 
* up to 60 minutes of English; 
* up to 60 minutes of Maths; and 
* up to 60 minutes of Science. 
 
All homework will be set on the relevant Sparx platform each Wednesday and must be 
completed by the following Wednesday. Students should log in using their school Microsoft 
Office 365 details. Homework and completion will also be recorded on Arbor. 
 
Students must complete 100% of the questions for their homework to be marked as 
complete. Sparx provides hints when students answer incorrectly and adapts questions to 
their level. 
 
Students will receive +5 Hart Points for completing their homework. Incomplete homework 
will result in -2 Hart Points. 
 
Students who need support should speak to their teacher before the deadline or attend one 
of the following: 
 
* Monday: Maths Homework Club, 3.15pm - 4.15pm in B13 
* Tuesday: Morning Homework Club, 8.00am - 8.45am in D15 
* Thursday: Homework Club, 3.15pm - 4.00pm in the SEND Hub 
* Library: Break 2 on Mondays and Tuesdays, and Wednesdays after school until 4.00pm 
 
Library computers are also available during Break 1 and Break 2 each day, subject to 
availability. 
 
 
 
 



 

2 
 

 
 
Parent homework drop-in 
 
We are holding a parent homework drop-in in the Library on Wednesday 23 September from 
4.30pm to 5.30pm. Parents and carers can attend at any point to ask questions and learn 
how to use the Sparx Parent Portal and Arbor to monitor homework.  
 
 
Guidance on how to navigate the Sparx Parent Portal can be found on the school website 
here: https://www.hartschool.org.uk/Homework  
 
 
Refreshments will be available. If you plan to attend, please complete the 
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/gpxFwe2Gkm  so that we can order enough refreshments. 
 
 
If you have any questions relating to Key Stage 3 homework, please contact the relevant 
lead: 
 
English: Sophie.Taylor@hartschool.org.uk  
 
Maths: Adam.Riddle@hartschool.org.uk  
 
Science: Alhusain.Almandhari@hartschool.org.uk  
 
 

Accessing Sparx Parent Portal 

 
The Sparx Parent Portal is an online dashboard that allows parents and carers to monitor 
their child’s homework across Sparx Maths, Sparx Reader for English and Sparx Science. 
You do not need to create a parent account or remember a username and password. Sparx 
will automatically send a weekly email to the email address registered with the school. The 
weekly email will arrive three days before homework is due. 
 
 
How to Access the Parent Portal 

1. Open the weekly email sent to you by Sparx. 
2. Select the unique and secure Parent Portal link contained in the email. 
3. Your child’s personalised Parent Portal dashboard will open. 

 
Each link is unique to you and expires 21 days after the email is sent. If a link has expired, 
open a more recent weekly email and use the link provided there. 
 
What Can I See on the Parent Portal Dashboard? 

• Current homework, including its due date and time 
• How much compulsory homework has been completed 
• Whether previous homework was completed 
• Progress, achievements and XP earned 
• Books being read and reading time in Sparx Reader 
• Frequently asked questions and additional support 

 
 
 

https://www.hartschool.org.uk/page/?title=Homework&pid=91
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/gpxFwe2Gkm
mailto:Sophie.Taylor@hartschool.org.uk
mailto:Adam.Riddle@hartschool.org.uk
mailto:Alhusain.Almandhari@hartschool.org.uk
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Not Receiving the Weekly Emails? 
First, check your spam or junk folder. If you still cannot find the emails, contact 
enquiries@hartschool.org.uk . We can check that the correct email address is recorded on 
your child’s school account. 
 
 
How Can Parents and Carers Support Their Child? 

• Providing a quiet space in which to complete homework 
• Encouraging them to attempt each question independently 
• Encouraging them to use the support available within Sparx 
• Contacting their teacher if they are consistently struggling 

 
If your child does not know the answer to a question, they can select the I don’t know button. 
Sparx will then guide them through the Let’s Learn This process to help them understand 
and answer the question. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

  
  
Miss J. Crofts  
Associate Assistant Principal - Teaching & Learning   
 

mailto:enquiries@hartschool.org.uk

