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Welcome and Introductions
Mrs Mahon – Vice Principal in Curriculum and Standards

Miss Davis – Assistant Principal in Achievement and Assessment

Miss Dosanjh – Assistant Principal in Achievement and Curriculum

Mrs Brown – Director of Faculty in English and KS4 Raising 
Standards Lead

Mr Brennan – SLT link for Year 10

Mr Ryan – Head of Year 10

Mr Ryder – Student Support Officer for Year 10
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This Evening’s Sessions:

• Year 10: Key Dates

• Vocational Subjects – Key information

• Effective Study Habits and Revision Strategies

• In-School Support 

• Key Information: English, Maths and Science

• Work Experience and Sixth Form

• Looking After your Mental Health

• Parents: How You Can Help
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Year 10: The Year Ahead

7

Date Event

23RD September 2026 Year 10 Induction Evening

13th October 2026 Sixth Form Open Evening

7th December 2026 Study Skills Week in tutor time

4th January 2027 PPE assessments - Round 1 start

11th February 2027 Parents’ Evening

January / February 2027 Vocational assessments

17th May 2027 Study Skills Week in tutor time

May 2027 Vocational assessments 

27th June 2027 PPE assessment  – Round 2 start
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Vocational Qualifications
Vocational qualifications are designed to develop skills 
in a specific profession or trade. They are a blend of 
practical, hands-on learning and theoretical knowledge.

Vocational Grade GCSE Equivalent

Distinction* (D2*) 8/9

Distinction (D2) 7

Merit (M2) 6

Pass (P2) 4

L1 Distinction (D1) 3

L1 Merit (M1) 2

L1 Pass (P1) 1
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Vocational Qualifications
• Each vocational examination board has a uniform approach to be 

in-line with GCSEs. 

• Revamped specifications and grade boundaries.

• Each internal unit has its own submission window and this varies 
depending on exam board

• For some internal unts/ components each assessment window has a 
brand-new assignment, so it is crucial students complete the work to 
the deadlines.

• The external exam unit can only be taken  in the Summer of Year 11.
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Vocational Qualifications

BTEC
Performing Arts

Dance

Music

Health & Social 

Enterprise

OCR
Engineering

iMedia

NCFE
Child Development

Sport

WJEC
Hospitality

GCSE

Art

Photography

Design
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Vocational Qualifications | BTEC

BTEC

Performing Arts

Dance

Music

Health & Social 

Enterprise

BTEC Qualifications Overview

3 Components 
2 Components coursework (60%)

1 Component Exam (40%)

Assessment Window
February 2027 (Y10)

May 2027 (Y10)

Exam
May 2028 (Y11)

Each assignment is available for the 
academic year. However, for students 

to complete their coursework in 
Year10 they need to ensure they are 

keeping to the deadlines set.
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Vocational Qualifications | OCR

OCR

Engineering

iMedia

OCR Qualifications Overview

3 Units 
2 units coursework (60%)

1 exam (40%)

Assessment Window
February 2027 (Y10)

May 2027 (Y10)

Exam
May 2028 (Y11)

Each assignment is available for the 
academic year. However, for students 
to complete their coursework in Year 

10 they need to ensure they are 
keeping to the deadlines set.
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Vocational Qualifications | WJEC

WJEC

Hospitality

WJEC Qualifications Overview

2 Units 
1 unit of coursework (60%)

1 exam (40%)

Assessment Window
January 2027

Exam
May 2027

The coursework unit will also involve 
a practical cooking task showcasing 

key and advanced skills.
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Vocational Qualifications | NCFE

NCFE
Child Development

Sport

NCFE Qualifications Overview

Child Development 2 Units 
1 unit of coursework (50%)

1 exam (50%)

Sport 2 Units ​
1 unit of coursework (60%)

1 exam (40%)

Assessment Window
October 2027 - March 2028 (Y11)

Exam
May 2028

It is crucial students attend all of their lessons 
during the assessment window, otherwise they 

will fall behind with their tasks.
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Vocational Qualifications | GCSE

GCSE

Art 

Photography

Design

GCSE Qualifications Overview

Art /Photo 2 Units 
1 unit of coursework (60%)

1 exam (40%)

Design 2 Units 
1 unit of coursework (50%)

1 exam (50%)

Assessment Window
April 2028

Exam
April – June 2028
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Vocational Qualifications
• Coursework components/ units make up to 60% 

of the overall qualification.

• Key deadlines – February and May (Y10)

• Important students attend intervention if/ when invited

• Majority of vocational subjects could have completed coursework 
in Y10 alleviating some of the pressure from Y11.
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Key Stage 4 Revision Hub
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Key Stage 4 Revision Hub

18



THE HART SCHOOL│ Welcome to Year 10 │ 24-Sep-26 19



THE HART SCHOOL│ Welcome to Year 10 │ 24-Sep-26

What does Effective Preparation Look 
Like?
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Effective Study Space

21

Free from distractions 

Organised

Clear

Clean

Quiet

Place for notes
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Effective Revision Strategies

Create a revision timetable  - this can be started now.

Stick to it! 

Little and often - revise in 30 minute chunks.

Space your revision.

Build in opportunities for retrieval.

Revision should be ACTIVE.

Create visuals.
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In School Support

24

Quality First Teaching – attendance matters

Tutor time – study skills before your assessments, practice at HOW to 
revise and information on WHAT to revise

Revision Hub – located in student reception. Exam resources.

Revision resources on the website



V
S.

POSITIVE HART 
POINTS MATTER#PROUDTOBEHART

WE CAN . WE WILL . WE DO



English Language and English Literature

Top Tips for Success in English 
Language

• Encourage students to read a 
variety of texts (fiction and non-
fiction)

• Discuss real world topics. 
• Always consider vocabulary.
• Students can practice their 

descriptive and transactional 
writing. 

• Remind them to complete exam 
practice. 

Top Tips for Success in English 
Literature

• Learn the key quotes for each of the 
texts. 

• Watch the film / online versions of the 
texts.

• GO and watch a play / or production.

• Test your child on quotes / key themes 
or characters.

• Test your child on key contextual factors 
eg Jacobean / Victorian / Edwardian 
England.

  
LITERATURE: MACBETH, AN INSPECTOR CALLS, AND POETRY ANTHOLOGY

A CHRISTMAS CAROL – to be taught in Year 11



What is the difference between 
Combined and Triple Science?

Combined Science
• Double Award = 2 GCSEs:
• Combined Science: Trilogy

• 5 lessons a week.

• 6 exams x 1 hr 15 mins 
each.

• Higher or Foundation Tier.

• 21 required practicals

Triple Science
• 3 separate GCSEs: 
• Biology, Chemistry & 

Physics

• 7 lessons a week.

• 6 exams x 1 hr 45 mins 
• Higher Tier.

• 28 required practicals
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Where can I access additional support?
• Revision hub/Teams – Course resources and revision materials will 

be available on the team channel for your year group.

• Intervention – You may be targeted for intervention sessions. It is 
vital you attend these.

• Revision guides – Students were issued with revision guides at the 
end of Year 10.

• Class teacher – We are here to support you. Make sure you ask for 
help if you need it or email us.
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Homework: Sparx Science

30 minutes a week.

Complete all the questions.

Retrieval questions – based on what 
they have previously learnt in 
lessons.

Demonstrated to improve outcomes 
for students.
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Maths

30

Exam Board: AQA

3 Papers and two tiers: one non-calculator and two calculator

Each paper is worth 80 marks each (total marks available 240)

Foundation Tier: Grades 1-5

Higher Tier: 3-9

Any content can appear on any paper.
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Maths – Tiering

31

As our success grows, we are entering more students for the 
higher tier. 

Higher Foundation

10x/Ma1 10x/Ma4

10x/Ma2 10y/Ma3

10x/Ma3

10y/Ma1

10y/Ma2

• Unlocks Higher Grades (4–9)

• Enables A-Level and STEM 
Pathways 

• Advanced Problem Solving

• Appropriate Academic Stretch

• Unlocks Grade 5 for future study

• Enables students success for life

• Accessible for all abilities

• Appropriate Challenge for students
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What does this mean for my child

• Every lesson counts – making those marginal gains

• Lots of retrieval from Key Stage 3

• A little more pressure (but not for those students who fully 
commit for 2 years)

• Greater life chances – A grade 5 is so important. 
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The importance of GCSE Maths
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How can I support my child?

• Ask about maths lessons – What topic did you study today? 
Did you understand it? What was the clip number? What are 
you doing tomorrow?

• Minitest feedback. Please register and look over the paper. 
Ask your child to go over questions. Use sparx to cross 
reference gaps 

• 100% on sparx every week

• Complete all fix ups

34
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Sparx Maths 
Research shows that continual use results in 
almost a third of a GCSE grade difference. 
Student have fix ups to complete along side 
weekly homework.
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Please open dialogue
Please do regularly communicate with us. Email, phone calls etc….

We are here to support – Your child's class teacher is most certainly 
the first port of call
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What is Work Experience? 
• You will spend a whole week (Monday – Friday) with an employer/at a 

place of work
• You will record what you learn on your work experience on UniFrog

• This is scheduled for 8th-12th February 2027



Finding a Placement
Step 1: Have a think about what type of employer, industry or area you might like to do 
your work experience in. This could be based on the career you want to have in the future, 
or just an area you are interested in. If you don’t know where to start, try logging into 
Unifrog and completing the Interests Quiz for inspiration. 

Step 2: Do some research into local employers. This could be done through a simple 
Google search, or websites such as ww.yell.com which is a database of local businesses and 
organisations.

Step 3: You could consider asking friends, family, your teachers or other school staff for 
inspiration. They will have contacts and may be able to help you out!

https://www.unifrog.org/sign-in
https://www.yell.com/


Why Work Experience Matters
6% of employers say work 

experience is a key factor when 
recruiting young people.

(UK Commission for Employment 
and Skills, 2015)

Over 50% of employers 
wouldn’t hire someone with no 
work experience — even if they 

had good qualifications.
(UKCES Employer Skills Survey)

60% of young people said work 
experience helped them decide 

on their career path.
(Education and Employers 

Research, 2020)

More than 80% of students who 
completed work experience said 

it improved their confidence 
and communication skills.

(Youth Employment UK, 2022 
survey)

One in four students gained 
part-time or summer work from 

their work experience 
placement.

(Careers and Enterprise 
Company, 2022)

76% of employers look for 
evidence of work experience on 

CVs.
(CEC "Ready for Work" Report, 

2023)



I have found a placement – what 
next?

Information you need to collect from your 
employer:

• Name of the organisation 
• Estimate of how many hours you will do 
• Placement Address
• Employer’s Name
• Employer’s Email
• Employer’s Phone Number

All of this information needs to be logged on UniFrog
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Post-16 Options
What do we mean by ‘post-
16’ options?

This refers to all of the 
education and training choices 
available to you after year 11.

Sometimes you will hear this 
referred to as ‘further 
education’ or level 3 
qualifications.

The law states that you must 
stay in education or training 
until the age of 18.
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3 Different Routes

43

Academic Route

• Classroom-based 
learning 

• Ideal preparation 
for university or 
higher education

• Sixth Form

Vocational Route

• Focus on practical 
skills and 
knowledge for 
specific jobs or 
industries 

• Hands on training 
and real-world 
applications

• E.g.: BTECs, T 
Levels

Applied / Work 
Route

• Allows students to 
earn while they 
learn through 
employment and 
training 

• E.g.: 
Apprenticeships, 
Traineeships, NVQ 
qualifications
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• A set of new routines to deal with

• Increased demand of subjects

• Stress and personal pressure 

• Social circle pressures 

44
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How can parents help manage exam 
preparation and stress?
• Be a good role model

• Help your child set goals

• Encourage physical activity, good nutrition and rest.

• Encourage effective sleep patterns

• Help your child select appropriate extracurricular activities 
and limit overscheduling.

• Monitor television programmes and pay attention to the use of 
computer games, films and the internet.

• Encourage the expression of feelings and be available and 
open to talk with your child.
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