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Welcome and Introductions
Mrs Mahon – Vice Principal in Curriculum and Standards

Miss Davis – Assistant Principal in Achievement and Assessment

Miss Dosanjh – Assistant Principal in Achievement and Curriculum

Mrs Brown – Director of Faculty in English and KS4 Raising 
Standards Lead

Mr Milner – SLT link for Year 11

Mrs Hibberd – Head of Year 11

Ms Godridge – Student Support Officer for Year 11

Ms Caulfield – Careers lead (Joint) Head of sixth form
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This Evening’s Sessions:

• Year 11: Key Dates

• Pre-Public Examinations (PPEs)

• Effective Study Habits and Revision Strategies

• In-School Support 

• Key Information: English, Maths and Science

• Year 11 Rewards

• Looking After your Mental Health

• Parents: How You Can Help

• Post 16 and Sixth Form 
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Putting the year in perspective 

Currently 27 days till October half term 

35 days till December break

30 days till February half term

24 days till April half term

21 days till GCSE exams (Takes it to May 11th  -First whole cohort 
exam)

7

137 school 
days 

685 lessons 
in total
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Year 11: The Year Ahead
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Not a full year.
EventDate

Year 11 Induction Evening16th September 2026

Y11 student and parent revision evening4th November 2026

Y11 Parents’ Evening12th November 2026

Sixth Form Open Evening13th October 2026

Start PPEs – Round 123th November 2026

PPE Results17th December 2026

Start PPEs – Round 222nd February 2027

Parents’ Evening 215th April 2027

First core GCSE exams11th May 2027

Last GCSE Exam18th June 2027

Leavers’ Assembly and Year 11 PromDates TBC



Year 11 PPEs - 8 School Weeks 
• Maths and Science: 40 Lessons

• English:36 lessons

• History / Geography: 24 lessons

• Options 16 Lessons

Allow students to ‘practise’ and hone their study skills.

Early, spaced revision is much more effective than ‘night before 

cramming.’ 

They allow students to identify gaps in their learning.

They allow teachers to identify gaps.

They are used for predicted grades for sixth form/college applications.

Develop confidence.
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Key Stage 4 Revision Hub
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Key Stage 4 Revision Hub
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Study skills 
weeks
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What does Effective Preparation Look 
Like?

13



THE HART SCHOOL│ 03 Presentation Name │ 21-Sep-26

Effective Study Space
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Free from distractions 

Organised

Clear

Clean

Quiet

Place for notes
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Effective Revision Strategies

Create a revision timetable  - this can be started now.

Stick to it! 

Little and often - revise in 30 minute chunks.

Space your revision.

Build in opportunities for retrieval.

Revision should be ACTIVE.

Create visuals.
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In School Support
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Quality First Teaching – attendance matters

Period Zero – targeted support in English and Maths

Period Six – student may receive an invite from subject teacher to 
attend, to provide support on areas for improvement identified from 
Year 10 PPEs, or to stretch and challenge through masterclasses.

Feb/Easter/May Half Term Revision Programme

Revision Hub – located in student reception. Exam resources.

Bootcamps 



English Language and English Literature

Top Tips for Success in English 
Language

• Encourage students to read a 
variety of texts (fiction and non-
fiction)

• Discuss real world topics. 
• Always consider vocabulary.
• Students can practice their 

descriptive and transactional 
writing. 

• Remind them to complete exam 
practice. 

Top Tips for Success in English 
Literature

• Learn the key quotes for each of the 
texts. 

• Watch the film / online versions of the 
texts.

• GO and watch a play / or production.

• Test your child on quotes / key themes 
or characters.

• Test your child on key contextual factors 
eg Jacobean / Victorian / Edwardian 
England.

LITERATURE: MACBETH, AN INSPECTOR CALLS, A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
AND POETRY ANTHOLOGY
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Maths

19

Exam Board: AQA

3 Papers and two tiers: one non-calculator and two calculator

Each paper is worth 80 marks each (total marks available 240)

Foundation Tier: Grades 1-5

Higher Tier: 3-9

Any content can appear on any paper.
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Sparx Maths 
Research shows that continual use results in 
almost a third of a GCSE grade difference. 
Student have fix ups to complete along side 
weekly homework.
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Maths
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Maths – Tiering
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We have 2 tiers – Foundation and Higher. 
We select the tier that will get the best result for each student.
A small rational:

123456789TierBoard
16%32%48%64%78%FAQA

19%26%40%55%69%80%219HAQA

123456789TierBoard
3876115154187FAQA

466397131166192219HAQA



What is the difference between 
Combined and Triple Science?

Combined Science
• Double Award = 2 GCSEs:
• Combined Science: Trilogy

• 5 lessons a week.

• 6 exams x 1 hr 15 mins 
each.

• Higher or Foundation Tier.

• 21 required practicals

Triple Science
• 3 separate GCSEs: 
• Biology, Chemistry & 

Physics

• 7 lessons a week.

• 6 exams x 1 hr 45 mins 
• Higher Tier.

• 28 required practicals
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Where can I access additional support?
• Revision hub/Teams – Course resources and revision materials will 

be available on the team channel for your year group.

• Intervention – You may be targeted for intervention sessions. It is 
vital you attend these.

• Revision guides – Students were issued with revision guides at the 
end of Year 10.

• Class teacher – We are here to support you. Make sure you ask for 
help if you need it or email us.
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Homework: Sparx Science

Set weekly

Complete all the questions.

Retrieval questions – based on what 
they have previously learnt in 
lessons.

Demonstrated to improve outcomes 
for students.
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V
S.

POSITIVE HART 
POINTS MATTER#PROUDTOBEHART

WE CAN . WE WILL . WE DO



Category
Period 0 attendance
Praise Postcard or Phone 
Call
Summer pack completion
Attend revision sessions in 
the holidays (when 
running)
Sit PPE exam
Achieve target grade in an 
Ebacc subject in PPEs
Exceed target grade in an 
Ebacc subject in PPEs
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School Prom 
& leavers 
assembly
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Students: Looking After Your Mental 
Health

31

Stress response prepares a person to react quickly and perform well 
under pressure.

Good Stress
The optimal amount of stress that results in feeling energised 
and motivated to do our best work.
It encourages us to develop effective coping strategies with our 
challenges
This ultimately contributes to our resilience.
Bad Stress
This occurs when our coping mechanisms are overwhelmed by the 
stress and we do not function at our best.
The solution – adapt, change and find methods to turn the bad stress 
into good stress.
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• A set of new routines to deal with (period zero)

• Increased demand of subjects

• Stress and personal pressure 

• Social circle pressures 
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Avoid excess caffeine –
it can increase feelings 
of anxiety and agitation.

Learn relaxation 
techniques –
abdominal breathing 
and muscle relaxation 
techniques.

Rehearse and practise situations 
which cause stress – eg practise 
answering questions, rehearsing 
speeches.

Managing

Exercise and eat 
regularly.
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How can parents help manage exam 
preparation and stress?
• Be a good role model

• Help your child set goals

• Encourage physical activity, good nutrition and rest.

• Encourage effective sleep patterns

• Help your child select appropriate extracurricular activities 
and limit overscheduling.

• Monitor television programmes and pay attention to the use of 
computer games, films and the internet.

• Encourage the expression of feelings and be available and 
open to talk with your child.
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Useful Online Resources

36

https://www.studentmind
s.org.uk/examstress.html

https://www.studentmind
s.org.uk/examstress.html

https://www.mind.org.uk/i
nformation-support/for-
children-and-young-
people/exam-stress/

https://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/children-and-
young-adults/advice-for-parents/help-your-child-
beat-exam-stress/
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Useful online resources 

https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/

https://www.place2be.org.uk/
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Post-16 Options
What do we mean by ‘post-
16’ options?

This refers to all of the 
education and training choices 
available to you after year 11.

Sometimes you will hear this 
referred to as ‘further 
education’ or level 3 
qualifications.

The law states that you must 
stay in education or training 
until the age of 18.
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3 Different Routes
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Academic Route

• Classroom-based 
learning 

• Ideal preparation 
for university or 
higher education

• Sixth Form

Vocational Route

• Focus on practical 
skills and 
knowledge for 
specific jobs or 
industries 

• Hands on training 
and real-world 
applications

• E.g.: BTECs, T 
Levels

Applied / Work 
Route

• Allows students to 
earn while they 
learn through 
employment and 
training 

• E.g.: 
Apprenticeships, 
Traineeships, NVQ 
qualifications
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