Psychology
Year 10

Curriculum Overview

Intent: TO develop student’s knowledge and appreciation of scientific method of study and how to apply scientific methods to experiments and studies on people. To allow students to analyse how
effectively this can be done and what knowledge this gives us in the wider world for implications such as education, government, healthcare, mental health, the economy, law enforcement and
more. These theories also provide students with a broader knowledge of how people think and behave, which transfers to several areas of interest such as careers in marketing, human resources,
advertising, healthcare, childcare, and many more. This specification allows for illustrating how psychological knowledge and ideas change over time and how these inform our understanding of
behaviour, demonstrating the contribution of psychology to an understanding of individual, social and cultural diversity, and develop an understanding of the interrelationships between the core
areas of psychology.

The students are examined by being given shorter and longer questions, with 9 marks being the most number of marks possible in one question. This means students have an opportunity to learn
how to write in more depth, and structure their writing by describing, applying and evaluating, which is also reflected in the assessment objectives for this specification. The specification also offers
knowledge of research methods which is a key thread running through psychology, and promotes learning and development of numeracy skills such as interpreting graphs and other data, as well
as knowledge of science and how to conduct experiments. The AQA specification also requires students to explain how to design their own experiments, which is excellent to develop application
skills and an understanding of how to control variables in a scientific manner.

Students will obtain a fundamental understanding of research methods, how psychology can be perceived as a science, how memory works, perception, and social influence.
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