
Exceptional Closure Work 
Pack
Year 9

In addition, work can be completed on Sparx Maths, Sparx Reader and Sparx

Science



Checks for UnderstandingEnglish

Celebrities – Role Models or Just Famous?
From red carpet events to social media posts, celebrities are constantly in 
the spotlight. Millions follow their lives online, copying their fashion 
choices, opinions, and even their behaviour. But should celebrities really 
be treated as role models?
Some argue that many celebrities have a positive influence. “When 
someone with a large platform speaks out about mental health, racism, 
or climate change, it gets people talking,” says journalist Reema Patel. 
“Celebrities can use their fame for good.”
However, others believe the obsession with fame is unhealthy. Some 
celebrities gain attention not for talent or hard work, but simply for being 
controversial or attractive. “We’re sending the wrong message to young 
people,” says headteacher Mr. Wallace. “Fame doesn’t always equal 
value.”
The rise of influencers has made the line between celebrity and 
advertisement even blurrier. Many are paid to promote products without 
always saying so clearly. This can make followers trust things that aren’t 
truly honest.
Whether admired or criticised, one thing is certain: celebrities have more 
power than ever — and with that comes responsibility.

Section A – Retrieval 
1.According to the article, name two ways 
celebrities influence people.
2.What is one concern mentioned about 
influencers?
Section B – Inference 
3.What can you infer about Mr. Wallace’s opinion 
on celebrity culture?
4.Why might some people question whether 
celebrities should be role models?
Section C – Language Analysis 
5.How does the writer use language to show the 
mixed opinions about celebrities? Give one 
example and explain its effect.
Section D – Evaluation 
6.How effectively does the article explore the 
impact of celebrities on society? Use evidence 
from the text to support your answer.



Checks for UnderstandingEnglish

“Do Celebrities 
Have a 
Responsibility to 
Set a Good 
Example?”
Present arguments 
for and against, 
then explain your 
own opinion using 
persuasive 
techniques.

Success Criteria

 Essay (PARAGRAPHS)
 Formal tone
 DAFORESTI features
 Range of sentence types (so, so; triple noun 

colon; adverb beginning… etc)
 Range of punctuation



Checks for UnderstandingEnglish

Title: Screen Time – Finding the Right Balance
(Adapted for educational use)
Screens are everywhere — in our homes, our pockets, even on our wrists. 
Teenagers today spend more time in front of screens than any previous 
generation, and experts are starting to ask: how much is too much?
According to a recent study, the average teenager in the UK spends over 
seven hours a day looking at screens, not including time spent on 
schoolwork. That includes watching videos, scrolling through social media, 
playing games, and messaging friends.
While screens can be entertaining and educational, too much time spent on 
them can have negative effects. “We’re seeing a rise in sleep problems, 
reduced attention spans, and increased anxiety,” says Dr. Elaine Foster, a 
child psychologist.
However, not all screen time is bad. Video calls can help people stay in 
touch with loved ones, and educational apps can support learning in new 
and exciting ways. The key, experts say, is not to ban screens, but to set 
healthy limits and take regular breaks.
Some schools and families have introduced “screen-free evenings,” where 
everyone switches off devices and spends time reading, talking, or doing 
outdoor activities. “It’s made a huge difference to our home life,” says one 
parent. “We feel more connected.”

Section A – Retrieval According to the article, 
how many hours a day does the average UK 
teenager spend looking at screens (not including 
schoolwork)?
1.Name two negative effects of too much screen 
time mentioned in the article.
Section B – Inference 
3.What can you infer about the writer’s view of 
screens in everyday life?
4.Why might screen-free evenings help families 
feel “more connected”?
Section C – Language Analysis 
5.How does the writer use language to show 
both the benefits and risks of screen time? Give 
one example and explain its effect.
Section D – Evaluation
6.How effectively does the article encourage 
readers to reflect on their own screen use? Use 
evidence from the text to support your answer.



Checks for UnderstandingEnglish

Extension Task –
Persuasive Writing
Write a speech to be 
delivered in a school 
assembly titled:
“Should Schools 
Encourage Students to 
Reduce Their Screen 
Time?”
Present arguments for 
and against, then give 
your own opinion, using 
persuasive language 
and evidence from the 
article.

Success Criteria

 Speech (PARAGRAPHS)
 Formal tone
 DAFORESTI features
 Range of sentence types (so, so; triple noun 

colon; adverb beginning… etc)
 Range of punctuation
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Checks for UnderstandingScience

Energy Stores
Energy is stored in different ways depending on the 
system. These stores include chemical, thermal, 
kinetic, gravitational potential, elastic potential, 
nuclear, magnetic, and electrostatic.
•Chemical energy is stored in fuels, food, and 
batteries, and is released during chemical reactions.
•Thermal energy (also called internal energy) relates 
to the temperature of an object – the hotter it is, the 
more thermal energy it has.
•Kinetic energy is the energy of a moving object –
the faster it moves, the more kinetic energy it stores.
•Gravitational potential energy is stored when an 
object is raised above the ground.
•Elastic potential energy is stored in stretched or 
compressed objects like springs or rubber bands.
•Nuclear energy is stored in the nuclei of atoms and 
released in nuclear reactions.
•Magnetic and electrostatic stores relate to forces 
between magnets or electric charges.
Energy is not created or destroyed, only transferred 
between stores in different ways.

Your task is to produce a poster, showing the transfer of energy, 
including types of energy and real-life examples.
Here are some hints. 

•Sections:
•“What is Energy?” – brief definition
•“Energy Stores” – use the paragraph above
•“Energy Transfers” – include examples of mechanical, 
electrical, heating, and radiation
•“Conservation of Energy” – short note that total energy 
remains constant

•Visuals:
•Diagrams for each energy store (e.g. falling ball for 
gravitational, moving car for kinetic)
•Arrows showing energy transfers
•A Sankey diagram to illustrate conservation of energy

PTO for more ideas



Checks for UnderstandingScience
Section 1: What is Energy?

Text:
Energy is a quantity that allows work to be done or 
causes change. It exists in different forms and can be 
stored, transferred, or transformed, but never created or 
destroyed.
Visual:
•Lightbulb or sun icon with radiating arrows
•Caption: “Energy powers everything around us!”

 Section 2: Energy Stores
Text:
(Use the paragraph from the previous message here)
Visual Grid (suggest 2 rows of 4 icons):
•  Chemical – fuel or battery
•  Thermal – hot tea or radiator
•  Kinetic – moving car or ball
•  Gravitational Potential – climber or raised object
•  Elastic Potential – stretched spring or elastic
•  Nuclear – atom or nuclear plant
•  Magnetic – magnets
•  Electrostatic – charged balloon
Label each icon clearly.

Section 3: Energy Transfers
Text:
Energy can be transferred from one store to another by:
•Mechanical Work (e.g. pushing, lifting)
•Electrical Work (e.g. circuits)
•Heating (e.g. via conduction or radiation)
•Radiation (e.g. light, sound)
Visual:
•Diagram of a kettle:
•Electrical energy → thermal energy of water (via heating)
•Arrows to show energy flow

 Section 4: Conservation of Energy
Text:
Energy cannot be created or destroyed, only transferred or 
stored. The total energy in a closed system stays constant.
Visual:
•Sankey diagram showing energy input, useful output, and 
wasted energy (e.g. a lamp:

•100 J input → 40 J light, 60 J heat)
•Caption: “Total energy = Useful + Wasted”

Design Tips:
•Use bright colors for each energy store
•Include icons or drawings to help visual learners
•Use bullet points for clarity
•Keep font large and legible from a distance



Checks for UnderstandingScience

Reading Comprehension: Energy – Core Concepts
Energy is a fundamental concept in science. It is the ability to do work or 
cause change. Energy comes in many forms, including kinetic energy
(movement), thermal energy (heat), chemical energy, electrical energy, 
light energy, and gravitational potential energy.
Energy cannot be created or destroyed – this is called the conservation of 
energy. Instead, energy can only be transferred from one store to another 
or transformed into a different form. For example, when you rub your 
hands together, kinetic energy from movement is transformed into thermal 
energy, warming your hands.
Some energy transfers are efficient, but others are not. In many cases, 
some energy is wasted, often as heat. Devices are not 100% efficient 
because of this wasted energy. The efficiency of a device can be calculated 
using the formula:
Efficiency = (Useful energy out ÷ Total energy in) × 100
Energy is measured in joules (J). A kilojoule (kJ) is 1,000 joules. Appliances 
such as kettles, ovens, and light bulbs all use energy. Scientists and 
engineers use energy transfer diagrams and Sankey diagrams to show how 
energy is used and how much is wasted.
Renewable energy sources, such as solar and wind, are becoming more 
important to reduce our reliance on fossil fuels, which release carbon 
dioxide when burned and contribute to climate change.

Multiple Choice (1–4)
1.Which of the following is a form of energy?
a) Friction
b) Joules
c) Kinetic
d) Movement
2.What is the unit used to measure energy?
a) Watts
b) Volts
c) Newtons
d) Joules
3.What does the law of conservation of energy state?
a) Energy can be created.
b) Energy is always increasing.
c) Energy cannot be created or destroyed.
d) Energy is destroyed after use.
4.Which diagram shows both useful and wasted energy?
a) Bar chart
b) Pie chart
c) Sankey diagram
d) Circuit diagram

5.Give two examples of energy stores.
6.What is meant by an energy transfer?
7.Why are devices not 100% efficient?
8.Write the formula for calculating efficiency.

9.Thermal energy is another name for light energy.
(True / False)
10.Wind and solar are renewable sources of energy.
(True / False)



Checks for UnderstandingHistory – Usefulness Question

TASK: Complete the table on the next page, then use the information and sentence starters to write a 
response to the question: 

How useful are Sources D and E for an enquiry into the policing of crime in Whitechapel in the period, 
c.1870-c.1900? (8 marks)



Checks for UnderstandingHistory – Usefulness Question

How useful are Sources D and E for an enquiry into the policing of crime in Whitechapel in the period, 
c.1870-c.1900? (8 marks)

Source ESource D

Content: What does the 
information within the source tell 
you about policing of crime?

Reliability: Look at the type of 
source that it is, who published it 
and when they published it. How 
reliable and trustworthy do you 
think the source is? 

Accuracy: Based on your 
knowledge of Whitechapel, is the 
information within the source 
accurate?

Conclusion: Overall, how useful do 
you think the source is for this 
specific investigation? (policing in 
Whitechapel)

Sentence Starters:

Source D is [mostly, very, somewhat]
useful for the enquiry because it tells 

us… (content)
The reliability of the source is 

[strong/weak] because… Based on my 
own knowledge, I know that source A 

is/is not accurate because… 
Overall, source D is [mostly, very, 

somewhat] useful for the enquiry into 
policing in Whitechapel…(conclusion)

REPEAT FOR SOURCE E



Checks for UnderstandingHistory – Usefulness Question

TASK: Complete the table on the next page, then use the information and sentence starters to write a 
response to the question: 

How useful are Sources F and G for an enquiry into the policing of crime in Whitechapel in the period, 
c.1870-c.1900? (8 marks)



Checks for UnderstandingHistory – Usefulness Question

How useful are Sources F and G for an enquiry into the policing of crime in Whitechapel in the period, 
c.1870-c.1900? (8 marks)

Source GSource F

Content: What does the 
information within the source tell 
you about policing of crime?

Reliability: Look at the type of 
source that it is, who published it 
and when they published it. How 
reliable and trustworthy do you 
think the source is? 

Accuracy: Based on your 
knowledge of Whitechapel, is the 
information within the source 
accurate?

Conclusion: Overall, how useful do 
you think the source is for this 
specific investigation? (policing in 
Whitechapel)

Sentence Starters:

Source F is [mostly, very, somewhat]
useful for the enquiry because it tells 

us… (content)
The reliability of the source is 

[strong/weak] because… Based on my 
own knowledge, I know that source A 

is/is not accurate because… 
Overall, source A is [mostly, very, 

somewhat] useful for the enquiry into 
policing in Whitechapel…(conclusion)

REPEAT FOR SOURCE G



Geography

True or False Questions – UK Air Masses and Weather
1.The Polar Maritime air mass brings warm, dry weather to the UK.
2.The Tropical Continental air mass comes from North Africa.
3.The Arctic Maritime air mass causes snow in winter due to very cold air.
4.The Returning Polar Maritime air mass brings warm and dry conditions to the UK.
5.The Tropical Maritime air mass brings mild and wet weather.
6.The Polar Continental air mass usually brings hot, dry weather in summer.
7.Storm events in the UK are usually caused by tropical cyclones.
8.Drought in the UK is defined as less than 2.0mm of rain in 10 consecutive days.
9.Extreme cold weather in the UK is often due to depressions passing over the country.
10.UK weather is affected by a mix of air masses from both tropical and polar regions.

Create a dual coded (words and doodles) mind map to show 
the causes, effects and responses to the Somerset Floods

Task: How could each type 
of air mass and extreme 
weather impact on our day 
at school?



Geography

Quick Questions
•What are the two main types of causes of climate 
change shown in the image?
•What human activity is responsible for 50% of 
greenhouse gas emissions?
•How does agriculture contribute to climate change?
•Why does deforestation increase CO₂ levels?
•What is the main greenhouse gas released by 
burning fossil fuels?
•How do volcanic eruptions temporarily affect global 
temperatures?
•What do orbital changes affect in relation to the 
Earth's climate?
•What is the 11-year cycle related to the sun called?
•Has solar output changed significantly in the last 50 
years?
•What is one example of a natural recorder used as 
climate evidence?
•How much has the average global temperature 
increased in the last 100 years?
•What is one source of modern reliable climate data 
since 1914?
•What has happened to sea levels since 1900?
•What do ocean sediments and plankton help 
scientists understand?
•According to the pie chart, what percentage of food-
related emissions comes from agricultural 
production?

Mr Fitzgerald thinks that climate change is only caused by natural processes. 
Write a persuasive argument to explain why he is incorrect.

Which cause of climate change do 
you think is most significant?



PRACTICE You Do¿Qué te gusta hacer en tu tiempo
libre?

Contrast what you like to do now with what you liked to do 
when you were younger.
¿Qué te gustaba hacer cuando eras pequeño (a)?

Below is a writing frame. We will use it to write 30-60 words in Spanish in your 
book about what you enjoy doing in your spare time. 
- You must Include at least 3 activities (and your opinion of them)
- You must use at least  two different adjectives and at least 1 intensifier
- You must use at least 2 connectives (and not the same one twice) 

No 
obstante

Por lo 
tanto

Sin
embargo

EntoncesTambiénAdemásConnectives

Spanish



Exit ticketREVIEW Spanish


