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Checks for UnderstandingEnglish

Write an advert for a newspaper, advertising for a superhero. 

You will need 
1. A catchy title to get people's attention. Maybe think about starting with 

WANTED 
2. A description on the job with their roles and responsibilities.
3. What experience do they need to have had. 



Checks for UnderstandingEnglish

The images include Batman and the 
Joker. Write a comparison about the two 
character. Discuss not only how they 
are dressed, but also their personality.
Think about what motivates them and 
why they behave as they do. 



Checks for UnderstandingEnglish

A Byronic hero is intelligent and skilled. They are also arrogant and self-
aware. More importantly, to contrast them with Romantic heroes, 
Byronic heroes are also self-destructive and reckless.

This is a picture of Captain Jack 
Sparrow. He could be described as a 
Byronic character. Can you write a 
description of him from this image 
and write why he is a Byronic 
character.



Checks for UnderstandingEnglish

I have just returned from a visit to my landlord--the solitary neighbour that I shall be troubled with. 
This is certainly a beautiful country! In all England, I do not believe that I could have fixed on a 
situation so completely removed from the stir of society. A perfect misanthropist's Heaven: and Mr. 
Heathcliff and I are such a suitable pair to divide the desolation between us. A capital fellow! He little 
imagined how my heart warmed towards him when I beheld his black eyes withdraw so suspiciously 
under their brows, as I rode up, and when his fingers sheltered themselves, with a jealous resolution, 
still further in his waistcoat, as I announced my name. 
'Mr. Heathcliff?' I said. 
A nod was the answer. 'Mr. Lockwood, your new tenant, sir. I do myself the honour of calling as soon 
as possible after my arrival, to express the hope that I have not inconvenienced you by my 
perseverance in soliciting the occupation of Thrushcross Grange: I heard yesterday you had had some 
thoughts--' 
'Thrushcross Grange is my own, sir,' he interrupted, wincing. 'I should not allow any one to 
inconvenience me, if I could hinder it--walk in!' 
The 'walk in' was uttered with closed teeth, and expressed the sentiment, 'Go to the Deuce': even the 
gate over which he leant manifested no sympathizing movement to the words; and I think that 
circumstance determined me to accept the invitation: I felt interested in a man who seemed more 
exaggeratedly reserved than myself.

Looking again 
at last lesson’s 
extract, 
highlight 3 
parts of the 
text that 
present 
Heathcliff as a 
typical Byronic 
Hero. Can you 
also note any 
language 
features used
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Checks for UnderstandingScience – Revision for AP2

Read through the 
key information 
and answer the 
comprehension 

questions (A,B,C…) 
and the summary 

questions
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GeographyGuided Reading: The Beast from the East – A Winter Storm in the UK

In late February 2018, the United Kingdom was hit by an extreme weather event that came to be known as the 
Beast from the East. This name, popularised by the media, referred to a wave of bitterly cold air and heavy snow 
that swept in from Siberia, a region in northern Russia. The weather event began around 25 February 2018 and 
lasted into early March, with the most serious impacts occurring between the 26th of February and the 2nd of 
March. What made this event unusual and severe was the direction and source of the cold air. Normally, the UK 
receives mild and wet weather from the west, carried by Atlantic winds. However, during the Beast from the 
East, these usual patterns were disrupted. A rare event called sudden stratospheric warming took place above 
the Arctic, rapidly increasing temperatures high in the atmosphere. This change disrupted the jet stream, a 
powerful air current that normally controls weather patterns in Europe. As a result, freezing air from Siberia was 
pulled westwards across Europe and into the UK.As this icy air moved across the country, it collided with moist 
air from the Atlantic Ocean. When cold, dry air meets moist air, it often leads to heavy snowfall, and that’s 
exactly what happened. Snow began falling in many parts of the UK, particularly in the east and south. Then, on 
the 1st of March, a second storm system called Storm Emma arrived from the south. This storm added more 
snow, strong winds, and freezing rain to the already severe conditions, creating blizzards and reducing visibility 
on roads.The effects of the Beast from the East were widespread and serious. Transport networks across the 
country struggled to cope. Trains were cancelled, airports shut down, and motorways became blocked, with 
some drivers stranded in their cars overnight. It became difficult for emergency services and delivery vehicles 
to travel. At the same time, many schools and workplaces closed as people were unable to get there safely. In 
some areas, shops ran out of bread, milk, and other essentials.The weather had tragic consequences as well. 
At least 17 people lost their lives, either due to accidents on icy roads or from exposure to the bitter cold. 
Hospitals were extremely busy, and some staff had to walk long distances or be driven by 4x4 vehicles just to 
reach their patients. The freezing temperatures also caused water pipes to burst, leading to power cuts and 
water shortages in several towns and cities. The UK’s emergency response was swift in many areas. The Met 
Office issued severe weather warnings, including rare Red Warnings, to let people know the situation was 
dangerous and they should avoid travel. Local councils opened emergency shelters to protect vulnerable 
people, especially the homeless. In some places, the Army was called in to help move NHS staff and patients 
safely. Communities across the UK pulled together, with neighbours helping one another by clearing snow or 
checking in on the elderly. The economic impact of the storm was also significant. The disruption cost the UK 
millions of pounds, as businesses lost income and deliveries were delayed. Many people were unable to work, 
and tourism slowed. However, the sense of community spirit and resilience shown by people during this time 
was a powerful reminder of how the country can come together in a crisis.

Comprehension Questions 
1.What was the "Beast from the East" and when did it 
occur?
2.Where did the cold air that caused the storm come 
from?
3.What weather phenomenon disturbed the jet stream 
before the storm?
4.What happened when Storm Emma arrived?
5.Name three effects of the storm on transport in the UK.
6.How did the storm affect schools and workplaces?
7.What were two health and safety issues caused by the 
storm?
8.How did the Beast from the East affect the UK 
economy?
9.What role did the Met Office play during the storm?
10.What kinds of help did communities and authorities 
provide?
Challenge Questions
11.Why did the Beast from the East cause more 
disruption than regular winter weather?
12.Explain how the interaction between dry air from the 
east and moist Atlantic air caused snow.
13.How can the UK prepare better for future extreme 
weather events like this one?
14.In what ways did Storm Emma make the situation 
worse?
15.Do you think the name "Beast from the East" was 



Guided Reading: Microclimates and the Urban Heat Island Effect

Have you ever noticed how it feels warmer in a city than in the countryside, even if they’re only a few miles apart? Or that 
it’s cooler in a forest than on a playground, even on the same day? This happens because of something geographers call 
microclimates and the urban heat island effect.

What is a Microclimate? A microclimate is the climate of a small area that is different from the climate around it. While 
we usually think about weather and climate on a national or global scale, microclimates focus on local areas—like your 
school grounds, a park, or even a garden. These small places can be warmer, colder, wetter, drier, windier, or calmer 
than the wider region. For example: A shady forest might stay cool and damp, even on a hot day. A south-facing wall can 
be much warmer than a nearby field because it gets more sunlight. A valley might be colder in the early morning 
because cold air sinks. Microclimates are affected by a few key factors: Shelter: Buildings, trees, and walls can block 
wind and trap heat. Surface materials: Dark surfaces like tarmac or concrete absorb more heat than grass or soil. Water: 
Areas near rivers or lakes are often cooler because water absorbs and releases heat slowly. Aspect: This means the 
direction a slope or surface faces. In the UK, south-facing areas get more sunlight. Even your school likely has different 
microclimates—the sunny playground may feel very different from the shaded area under the trees. 
What Is the Urban Heat Island Effect? Now imagine a whole city being warmer than the countryside around it. That’s 
called the Urban Heat Island (UHI) effect. It happens because cities are full of buildings, roads, and concrete, which 
absorb and store heat during the day. At night, this heat is slowly released, so the city doesn’t cool down as quickly as 
rural areas. This means that temperatures in cities can be 2–4°C warmer than surrounding countryside—especially in 
summer. This may not sound like a lot, but it can cause more heat-related illness, increase energy use (as people turn on 
fans or air conditioning), and even make air pollution worse. Several factors contribute to the Urban Heat Island effect: 
Buildings and roads absorb and give off heat. Lack of greenery means less shade and less cooling from plants. Air 
pollution traps heat in the atmosphere. Heat from vehicles and air conditioners adds to the warmth. The UHI effect is 
strongest in the late afternoon and evening, and in cities with lots of buildings and few trees. Large cities like London and
Manchester often feel the effect more than smaller towns. 
How Can We Reduce These Effects? Luckily, there are ways to reduce the impacts of microclimates and the urban 
heat island effect. Here are some strategies: Plant more trees and green spaces: Trees provide shade and cool the air 
through a process called evapotranspiration. Use lighter-coloured materials for roads and buildings so they reflect, 
rather than absorb, sunlight. Create green roofs: These are gardens on top of buildings that help absorb rain and cool the 
air. Improve city design: Making streets windier and more open can help air flow and reduce heat. Understanding 
microclimates and the UHI effect helps geographers and planners design better, more comfortable places to live—
especially as the climate changes

Geography

1.What is a microclimate?
2.Give two examples of places where you might 
find a microclimate.
3.What are four factors that can affect a 
microclimate?
4.Why might a forest be cooler than a 
playground?
5.What does “aspect” mean in geography?
6.What is the Urban Heat Island effect?
7.How much warmer can a city be compared to 
the countryside due to UHI?
8.Name three things in cities that contribute to 
the Urban Heat Island effect.
9.Why can the UHI effect be a problem for 
people living in cities?
10.What time of day is the Urban Heat Island 
effect usually strongest?

Challenge Questions (11–15)
11.Why do cities stay warmer at night 
compared to the countryside?
12.How does planting trees help reduce the 
effects of urban heat?
13.Why is the colour of buildings and roads 
important in controlling heat?
14.What is a green roof, and how does it help?
15.Imagine you are designing a new school in a 
city—what would you do to reduce the effects 
of microclimates and urban heat?
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PRACTICE You Do
Complete as many of the tasks shown in the boxes on your 
worksheet. You can work in pairs.

Order the days of the week:
domingo, miércoles, lunes, 

sábado, viernes, martes, 
jueves

List six school facilities
(canteen etc)

in Spanish.

List 6 school subjects 
in Spanish.

Give an opinion for each 
smiley:

 
 

Translate these activities:
Hago gimnasia, Hago 
equitación,
Toco la guitarra, Juego al 
fútbol

Translate the descriptions
Tengo los ojos verdes, soy 

alto y Delgado,  tengo el pelo
rubio, tiene el pelo gris, soy 
pelirrojo.

List 4 weathers
in Spanish.

Translate adjectivesList 6 family members
in Spanish.

List 6 family member in Spanish

Spanish
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