
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Student 

Revision Handbook 
Everything you need to know to achieve in Y10 



How to Review 
Did you know that you forget 80% of what you learn in the first 24 hours? That is why 

cramming for exams doesn’t work. 

It is proven that by reviewing what you’ve learnt at regular intervals, you can reduce 

how much you forget to just 10% 

 

 

REVIEW YOUR WORK FOUR TIMES 

WITHIN A MONTH AND YOU’LL 

REMEMBER NEARLY 100% 



Session 1  

Activity 1 - Match the Command Word 

Draw a line to match each command word to its correct definition: 
 

Command Word Definition 

Explain A. Say what something is like, including key features 

How far do you agree? B. Judge the value or effectiveness, giving pros and cons. 

Describe C. Give your opinion and why. 

Evaluate D. Give a detailed account including reasons or causes 

Suggest E. Give possible causes for.  

 

 

 

 



Activity 2. Bullet Point Note-Taking 

Read this extract 
 
J. B. Priestley wrote An Inspector Calls in 1945 to encourage audiences to think about social 
responsibility and the need for change. Having lived through two World Wars, Priestley believed 
that society should be fairer and that people should care for one another. By setting the play in 
1912, before World War One, he exposes the selfish attitudes of the upper classes and shows how 
these attitudes helped lead to suffering and division. Through the Inspector, Priestley presents his 
socialist message that everyone is responsible for each other’s actions and that ignoring this 
responsibility can have serious consequences. 
 
 
 
 
Write a short summary of what you learned in this extract using bullet points: 
Use this space: 
 

•  

 

•  

 

•  

 

•  

 

•  

 

•  

 

•  

 

•  

 

•  

 

•  

 

•  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Session 2  
Memory Techniques Activity 

This activity helps Year 10 students explore different memory techniques to improve their study habits. 
 

Activity 1. Visual Aids 

Draw a diagram or sketch that helps you remember a key concept you need for revision. Use the back of this 

book to help you if you need. 
Use this space: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Balancing Your Workload 

This activity helps you think about how to manage your schoolwork, homework, and personal time 
effectively. Use the table below to reflect on your current schedule and identify areas for improvement. 

 

            Step 1: Weekly Planner 

Fill in the table with your typical weekly activities. Include school hours, homework time, and personal time 
(e.g., hobbies, rest, socialising). 

Day School Time Homework Time Personal Time 

Monday 
 

   

Tuesday 
 

   

Wednesday 
 

   

Thursday 
 

   

Friday 
 

   

Saturday 
 

   

Sunday 
 

   

 

    Step 2: Reflection 

Answer the following questions to help you balance your workload better: 

• Do you have enough time for homework each day? 

• Are you getting enough rest and personal time? 

• What changes could you make to improve your balance? 

• How can you prioritise tasks when you’re busy? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Activity 3. Mind Maps 

Create a mind map to show how different ideas from a topic are connected. 
Use this space: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Session 3 

Activity 3. Mind Maps 

Create a mind map to show how different ideas from a topic are connected. 
Use this space: 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activity 2: Big Task, Big Problem? 

1. Write down a large revision task they find overwhelming  

(e.g., “Revise for English Literature mock”).  

 

 

 

2. From that topic - break it down into 5–7 smaller tasks. 

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

3  Now Estimate how long each task will take 

Colour-code tasks by type (reading, writing, memorising, practising) 

Put them in a logical order 

A.  

B.  

 

C.  

 

D.  

 

E.  

 

F.  

 

G.  

 

 

 

 

 



Session 4 
Tracking Your Progress 

This activity will help you reflect on your learning and track your progress using feedback and RAG 
ratings. 

1. What is RAG Rating? 

RAG stands for Red, Amber, Green. It’s a simple way to rate your understanding of topics: 

Colour Meaning 

  Red I don’t understand this topic yet. 

  Amber I understand some parts but need 
more practice. 

  Green I feel confident with this topic. 

2. RAG Rate Your Subjects 

Use the table below to rate your confidence in each subject or topic: 

Subject/Topic RAG Rating Action Needed 

   

   

   

   

   

 

Activity 2: Create a flow chart to revise from on one of your topics you are revising: 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Top Tips for revision: 

Vary your activities 

to maximise your 

memory’s power 
 

 

 

 

A  

 

IMMEDIATELY 
AFTER CLASS 

MIND MAPPING 
Look through your class notes 

and write down all the key words. 
Now from memory, fill in as much 

information as you can remember 

 

 

C  

 

ONE WEEK 
LATER 

MEMORY CARDS 
With a friend, create your own 

question cards with answers on 

the reverse and then test each 

other’s knowledge 

 

 

B 
FOUR HOURS 
LATER 

REVIEW MAPS 
Cover your mind map and see 

how much you can remember. 

Highlight the information you 

couldn’t remember and revise it. 

D 
ONE MONTH 
LATER 

PAST PAPERS 
Revise from your mind maps and 

memory cards and then practice 

past paper questions to make sure 

you understand the context. 



Retrieval Strategies 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Map it out: 

Take an essay question or 

writing question and map 

out your answer, without 

writing a full response. Look 

at the mark scheme and 

decide if your plan meets 

the criteria. Do this for a 

number of questions, then 

choose one and write the 

full response. 
 
 

 

 

Brain Dump 

Choose a topic and write 

down as much as you can 

remember, without referring 

to your notes. Check your 

notes and see what you 

missed then try to fill the 

gaps without the notes. 

Check your notes a third 

time and add the missing 

information. 

Flash Cards: 

Write flashcards for each 

topic, in all subjects, then 

mix them up for the most 

effective revision. Check 

out the LeitnerSystem for 

effective spacing and 

interleaving. 

Keep your flashcards simple 

– one question, one answer 

per card. 
 

 

 

 
Past Papers: 

Ask your teacher for 

practice questions or exam 

papers. Complete them 

without notes in exam 

conditions, then check your 

answers and identify the 

gaps in your knowledge, so 

you can target your revision. 

10 

 

 

 

Quizzes: 

Write a set of questions and 

answers and ask someone 

else to test you. It’s 

important to either write 

or say your answers aloud. 

Reading through quizzes in 

your head can give you a 

false sense of security. 
 

 

Practise introductions: 

For essay subjects, take a 

past exam question and 

practise writing effective 

introductions and 

conclusions. Look back at 

your notes and remind 

yourself of the important 

things to remember. 

Practise for different topics, 

texts and papers. 

 

 
 

MIND 
MAPS 

QUIZ  
FLASH 
CARDS 

 
PAST 

PAPERS 



 

 

 

 A-Z  
 
 
 

 

 

Key vocabulary: 

For a particular topic, make 

a list of key vocabulary, 

then do the following: 

define each word; use 

each term in a sentence; 

create a question where 

the key word is the answer; 

identify other words which 

connect to each of the 

words in your list. 
 

Retrieval practice: 

Retrieval is trying to remember 

information you have previously 

learned, so you can access it 

easily at a later date. When we 

are asked a question, our brain 

makes connections to other 

things we know. By repeating 

the question regularly, those 

connections are strengthened, 

and eventually the information 
transfers to our long term memory. 

DO SOMETHING 

TODAY 
THAT YOUR 
FUTURE SELF WILL 

THANK YOU FOR 
11 

Thinking hard: reduce: 

Read a section of your 

notes then put them aside 

and reduce what you read 

to three bullet points, each 

one no more than ten 

words. Look back at the 

notes and decide if you 

missed anything important. 

Hide the notes and write a 

fourth bullet point. 

Thinking hard: transform: 

Read a paragraph from 

your notes or a text book 

and transform it into a 

diagram, chart or sketch – 

no words allowed. Look at 

a diagram in Science, for 

example, and transform it 

into a paragraph of 

explanation. 

Thinking hard: connect: 

For each subject, consider 

the exam papers and 

group together questions 

that require the same 

technique to answer. Write 

down the requirements of 

each type. Find a previous 

example you’ve completed 

and identify where you’ve 

met the criteria. 

 
My Favourite 

Revision 
Techniques 





Year 10 Subject Specific 

Revision Guidance 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following pages are full of helpful 

hints and techniques for revising for your 

different subjects. 

 

Many of the skills will work across your subjects, 

so when you find a technique that works for 

you try it out in other subjects too! 

 

Remember the more active you make your 

revision the more effective it will be. 

 



 

English Language 
 

Qualification English Language 

Subject Lead Mrs Brown 

Exam board details 

and website link 

AQA – 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english- 

8700/specification 

 

 

Scheme of 

Assessment 

(number of papers/ 

duration etc): 

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT 

Paper 2: 50% of the qualification containing both a reading and writing 

section. The paper is 1hour 45 minutes. 

You will complete comprehension questions, in- depth analytical 

and evaluative questions, comparison of texts and writing tasks. 

 

 

Where/how to 

access revision 

materials 

Revision materials can be found in the Revision Hub at student 

reception. 

On the Revision Hub on the school website - 

https://www.hartschool.org.uk/curriculum/revision-hub/key-stage-4- 

revision/english 

Optional revision 

guides / texts to 

purchase 

Additional revision can be found on BBC bitesize and other websites 

(Mr Bruff etc). 

Revision guides for AQA English Language can be purchased from 

CGP. 

 

 

 

Suggested revision 

techniques 

Revision is best carried out by revising the steps for each question. 

Learning high level vocabulary to help with the writing tasks. 

Complete some of the mini mock papers from the school website and 

give to your teacher for feedback. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-8700/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-8700/specification
https://www.hartschool.org.uk/curriculum/revision-hub/key-stage-4-revision/english
https://www.hartschool.org.uk/curriculum/revision-hub/key-stage-4-revision/english


 

 

AQA English Language Paper 2 – Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives (1hr45) 

Reading time ESSENTIAL 8 mins Read through both sources. Summarise the key 

ideas/events AND writers’ feelings/opinions 

1 4 marks 4 min Identify 4 true statements (EITHER source A or B) 

2 8 marks 10-12 min Summarise differences/similarities between the 

sources (BOTH sources) 

3 12 marks 12-15min How does the writer use language to…? (EITHER 

Source A or B) 

4 16 marks 20-25 min Compare how the writers present their 

different/similar viewpoints or methods (BOTH 

sources) 

5 40 marks 45 min Write an article / speech / letter, giving your 

opinion about a topic or issue 



GCSE 

English Literature 
 

Qualification English Literature 

Subject Lead Mrs Brown 

 

Exam board details and 

website link 

AQA – 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-8702/teaching- resources 

 

 

 

 

 

Scheme of Assessment 

(number of papers/ 

duration etc): 

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT 

Paper 2: Students will have a section on An Inspector Calls, the poetry anthology 

(power and conflict) and Unseen Poetry. The paper is 2 hours 15 minutes. 

This will test students’ ability to write analytically and formally, integrate historical, 

social and cultural context and form a clear line of argument to explore writer’s 

intention. 

 

 

Where/how to 

access revision 

materials 

Revision materials can be found in the Revision Hub at student reception. 

In the Revision Hub on the school website: 

https://www.hartschool.org.uk/curriculum/revision-hub/key-stage-4- 

revision/english 

 

 

Optional revision guides / 

texts to purchase 

Additional revision can be found on BBC bitesize and other websites (Mr Bruff 

etc). 

Revision guides for An Inspector Calls and AQA Poetry Anthology (Power and 

Conflict) can be purchased from CGP. 

 

 

 

Suggested revision 

techniques 

Revision is best carried out by revising the plot and characters for each text. 

Learning the key quotations from the sheets provided to students. 

Complete practices of exam questions which can be given to your teacher for 

feedback. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-8702/teaching-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-8702/teaching-resources
https://www.hartschool.org.uk/curriculum/revision-hub/key-stage-4-revision/english
https://www.hartschool.org.uk/curriculum/revision-hub/key-stage-4-revision/english


GCSE 

AQA English Literature Paper 2 – ‘An Inspector Calls’, Power and Conflict Poetry and Unseen Poetry   

2 hour and 15 minutes  

Reading time  ESSENTIAL  5 minutes per 

question   

BUG the question- Box off the command 

word, Underline the focus of the question, Generate a 

plan  

Q1- ‘An 

Inspector Calls’  

30 + 4 [SPaG] 

marks  

45 minutes  How does Priestley present … [character] or [theme] in 

the play?  

CHOOSE between two questions.  

Q2 ‘Power and 

Conflict 

Anthology  

30 marks  45 minutes  Compare how the poet presents ____________ in 

‘______________’ and another poem from the 

anthology of your choice.  

Q3 Unseen 

Poem  

24 marks  30 minutes  How does the poet present the speaker’s 

feelings/attitude towards _______________ ?  

Q4 Unseen 

Poetry 

Comparison  

8 marks  10 minutes  Compare how the poets use methods to present 

___________________________________.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GCSE 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    

                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                         

                                               
              

                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                             

                                         
        

                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                           

                                         
                                   
           

                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                 

                                        

                                                                                                                    
                                              
                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                    

                                                     
                               
                                     
                                 

                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                   

                                             
                   

                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                          
                                         

                                            

                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                   
                                                                    

                                   

                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                

                                                    
                                
             

                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                      

                                      
                             
                           

                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                  
                                                                                          

                                               
                      

                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                        
                                                                      

                                             

                          

                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                     
                                                           

                                            
                                    
          

                                   
                                    

                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                
                                                 
                                                                                                                 
                                        

          
          

                               
                            
                              
                   

                                                                                                               
                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                          
                          

                                 
    

                         

                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                    
                            
                                                                                                                   
                                                                                          

                                              
                                 

                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                   
                                       

                                              
                                
             

                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                    
                                      

                                                

                                                                                                                
                                                                                            

                                              
    

                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                            
                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                  
                                                                 

                                                
                               
                          
                                
                 

                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                            
                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                 
             

                                       
                     

                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                

                                           
                        

                                                                                              
                                                                                                                
                           

     

     

           

      

                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                               

                                   



GCSE 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                
         

                
                                    

                
                 

                
                                    

                
                                      
                                    

        
                                         

        
                           

        
                      

        
                                                      
   

       
                                   

       
                                       

       
                                      

       
                                  

         

        
                                         

        
                                    

        
                           

        
                             

                           
               

                           
                 

                           
                       

       
                   

       
                                 

       
                                

       
                                                         

              
                                     

              
                                        

              
                                         

              
                                                

                                



GCSE 

Maths 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Qualification GCSE Mathematics 

Subject Lead Mr Riddle 

Exam board details and 

website link 
AQA 8300 GCSE Mathematics 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/specification 

 

Scheme of Assessment 

(number of papers/ 

duration etc): 

3 Papers – 1 hour 30 mins each 

Two tiers – Foundation and Higher Paper 1 - 

Non calculator (80 marks) Paper 2 - 

Calculator (80 marks) 

Paper 3 – Calculator (80 marks) 

Any content can appear on any paper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where/how to 

access revision 

materials 

I know majority of you use TikTok on a daily basis. The following creators have 

accounts which include revision for your GCSE exams: 

https://www.tiktok.com/@hannahkettlemaths 

https://www.tiktok.com/@neildoesgcsemaths 

https://www.tiktok.com/@freegcsemathsteacher 

The Mathsgenie website is an excellent place for maths revision. If you want to follow a 

programme of gradual improvement, then follow their work scheme and take the tests to 

prove to yourself you are ready to move on. https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html 

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/scheme.html 

 

Corbett Maths 5-a-day is an excellent way of doing a little bit of maths practice every day to 

build up skill and confidence. 

The GCSE Maths Tutor on YouTube is another excellent resource for explaining topics you 

need help with. Third Space Learning do some great free worksheets, easy to follow topic 

summaries and useful predicted papers around exams time. 

1st Class Maths also produce helpful predicted papers that give useful practice on the topics 

that are most likely to come up. https://www.youtube.com/@TheGCSEMathsTutor 

https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/gcse/ 

https://thirdspacelearning.com/secondary-resources/ 

https://www.1stclassmaths.com/exam-papers 

If you set up a free account on the Dr Frost website, you can do past papers online which 

will provide you instant feedback. https://www.drfrostmaths.com/ 

 

Optional revision guides / 

texts to purchase 

 

Use the websites listed above. The GCSE revision guide provided through school is also a 

fantastic resource that should be utilised. 

Suggested revision 

techniques 

 

To revise maths, you need to do maths! Practise as many questions as you can. Please utilise 

the support online and if stuck, speak to staff members or friends. 

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/specification
https://www.tiktok.com/%40hannahkettlemaths
https://www.tiktok.com/%40neildoesgcsemaths
https://www.tiktok.com/%40freegcsemathsteacher
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/scheme.html
https://www.youtube.com/%40TheGCSEMathsTutor
https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/gcse/
https://thirdspacelearning.com/secondary-resources/
https://www.1stclassmaths.com/exam-papers
https://www.drfrostmaths.com/


GCSE 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 



 

Combined Science 

Qualification AQA GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy (Double Award) 

 

Subject Lead 
 

Mr Windows 

 

Exam board details 

and website link 
AQA | Science | GCSE | Combined Science Trilogy 8464 

 

 

 
Scheme of 

Assessment 

(number of papers/ 

duration etc): 

For the Yr10 PPEs: 

• Biology: Paper 1 

• Chemistry: Paper 1 

• Physics: Paper 1 

1 hour 15 minutes each 

 

 
Where/how to access 

revision materials 

Physics and Maths Tutor 

Pre-made revision flash cards, 

Past papers, and mark 

schemes for all three Sciences 

AQA Exam Board Past Papers – 

Combined Science 

  

Free Science Lessons 

Online revision videos 

BBC Bitesize 

Revision notes, quizzes, exam 

exam-style questions and 

flashcards 

  
 

Optional revision guides 

/ texts to purchase 
CGP Higher 

CGP Foundation 

 
Suggested revision 

techniques 

Learn, Quiz, Practise, Review 

Flash Cards 

Answering past exam questions and marking. 

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/science-8464/specification
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/science/combined-science/sahr47-new-gcse-combined-science-aqa-higher
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/science/combined-science/safr47-new-gcse-combined-science-aqa


 

Triple Science
 

Qualifications 

AQA GCSE Biology 

AQA GCSE Chemistry 

AQA GCSE Physics 

Subject Lead 
Mr Windows 

 
Exam board details 

and website link 

AQA | Science | GCSE | Biology 

AQA | Science | GCSE | Chemistry 

AQA | Science | GCSE | Physics 

Scheme of 

Assessment (number 

of papers/ duration 

etc): 

For the Yr10 PPEs: 

• Biology: Paper 1 

• Chemistry: Paper 1 

• Physics: Paper 1 

1 hour 45 minutes each. 

 
Where/how to 

access revision 

materials 

Physics and Maths Tutor 

Pre-made revision flash cards, 

Past papers, and mark 

schemes for all three Sciences 

AQA Exam Board Past Papers – 

Triple Science 

  

Free Science Lessons 

Online revision videos 

BBC Bitesize 

Revision notes, quizzes, exam 

exam-style questions and 

flashcards 

  
 

Optional revision 

guides / texts to 

purchase 

 
• CGP Biology 

• CGP Chemistry 

• CGP Physics 

 
Suggested revision 

techniques 

Learn, Quiz, Practise, Review 

Flash Cards 

Answering past exam questions and marking. 

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/biology/gcse/biology-8461/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/chemistry/gcse/chemistry-8462/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physics/gcse/physics-8463/specification
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/science/biology/bar47-new-gcse-biology-aqa-higher-revision
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/science/chemistry/car47-new-gcse-chemistry-aqa-higher-revision
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/science/physics/par49-new-gcse-physics-aqa-higher-revision


 

Science – Checklist for PPEs 
 

Biology Paper 1 Chemistry Paper 1 Physics Paper 1 
Topics: 

 

B1 Cell Biology 

• Cell Structure 

• Cell Division 

• Cell Transport 

 

B2 Organisation 

• Enzymes and Digestion 

• Heart, Blood & 

Circulation 

• Risk Factors and Non-

communicable Disease 

• Transport in plants 

 

B3 Infection and Response 

• Pathogens. 

• Types of Disease. 

• Immunity and 

vaccination  

• Developing Drugs and 

Medicines 

 

B4 Bioenergetics  

• Photosynthesis 

• Respiration 

Topics:  

 

C1 Atomic Structure and the 

Periodic Table 

• Structure and 

development of the 

atomic. 

• Organisation and 

development of the 

periodic table. 

• Group 0, 1 and 7 

elements. 

 

C2 Structure and Bonding 

• Type of bonding 

• Properties of 

compounds 

 

C3 Quantitative Chemistry 

• Conservation of mass 

• Relative formula mass 

• Calculating 

concentration 

• Moles (HT only) 

• Reacting masses, moles 

and equations (HT Only) 

 

C4 Chemical Changes 

• Reactions of metals 

• Reactions of acids 

• Electrolysis 

 

C5 Chemical Energy 

• Endothermic and 

Exothermic Reactions 

• Calculating bond 

energies (Higher Only) 

• Electrochemical cells 

(Triple Only) 

Topics: 

 

P1 Energy 

• Energy stores and 

transfers 

• Calculating 

gravitational, elastic 

and kinetic energy. 

• Calculating power and 

efficiency. 

• Energy resources 

 

 

P2 Electricity 

• Circuits  

• Calculating charge 

• Calculating potential 

difference 

• Series and parallel 

circuits 

• Calculating electrical 

energy 

• Mains electricity 

• Static electricity (Triple 

Only) 

 

P3 Particle Model of Matter 

• Changing state and 

temperature 

• Specific heat capacity 

• Specific latent heat 

• Density 

 

P4 Atomic Structure and 

Radiation 

• Development of the 

atom. 

• Radioactivity. 

• Radioactive decay and 

equations. 

 

 
 
 



 

Geography 

Qualification AQA GCSE Geography 

Subject Lead Mr Fitzgerald 

Exam board 

details and 

website link 

AQA GCSE Geography (8035) 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography- 

8035/specification 

 

 
Scheme of 

Assessment 

(number of 

papers/ 

duration etc): 

One Paper: Physical Geography 
 
Paper 1: Living with the physical environment (1hour 30 minutes) 

3.1.1 Section A: The challenge of natural hazards 

3.1.2 Section B: The living world 

3.1.3 Section C: Physical landscapes in the UK 

 

 

 

 

 

Where/how to 

access revision 

materials 

School website and geography staff can provide knowledge organisers and key 

information and revision resources. 

Revision handbooks will be provided to all students with case study and extended 

answer practice. 

Tutor2U has a number of useful revision resources as well as revision videos on 

YouTube:https://www.tutor2u.net/geography/store/selections/aqa-gcse-geography- 

resources  

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=tutor2u+GCSE+geography 

BBC bitesize also has several useful pages and revision tips. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zy3ptyc 
Past papers can be found here: 

https://revisionworld.com/gcse-revision/geography/geography-gcse-past-

papers/aqa-gcse-geography-past-papers  

Optional revision 

guides / texts to 

purchase 

Oxford GCSE Geography 9-1 for AQA (both textbooks and revision and exam guides 

all available). 

CGP revision guides, flash cards and workbooks (AQA GCSE 9-1) 

Revision guides online link 

 

 

 

Suggested revision 

techniques 

Mind mapping core content. 

Case study DIY knowledge organisers. 

Vocab flash cards and glossaries. 

Past paper practice (or 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography- 

8035/assessment-resources ) 

Comic strips to explain processes of change (formations of waterfalls, urbanisation, 

plate tectonics and hazards, tropical storm formation etc…) 

Post its and pin boards  

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/specification/subject-content/living-with-the-physical-environment#Section_A_The_challenge_of_natural_hazards
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/specification/subject-content/living-with-the-physical-environment#Section_B_The_living_world
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/specification/subject-content/living-with-the-physical-environment#Section_C_Physical_landscapes_in_the_UK
https://www.tutor2u.net/geography/store/selections/aqa-gcse-geography-resources
https://www.tutor2u.net/geography/store/selections/aqa-gcse-geography-resources
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=tutor2u+GCSE+geography
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zy3ptyc
https://revisionworld.com/gcse-revision/geography/geography-gcse-past-papers/aqa-gcse-geography-past-papers
https://revisionworld.com/gcse-revision/geography/geography-gcse-past-papers/aqa-gcse-geography-past-papers
https://www.google.com/search?q=AQA%2BGCSE%2Bgeography%2Btextbooks%2Band%2Brevision&sca_esv=d4a19772c7ef6077&rlz=1C1GCEA_enGB1105GB1106&ei=A3STZ7vGO8iThbIPuqypyAg&ved=0ahUKEwj704aom46LAxXISUEAHTpWCokQ4dUDCHE&uact=5&oq=AQA%2BGCSE%2Bgeography%2Btextbooks%2Band%2Brevision&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiKUFRQSBHQ1NFIGdlb2dyYXBoeSB0ZXh0Ym9va3MgYW5kIHJldmlzaW9uMggQABiiBBiJBTIIEAAYogQYiQUyCBAAGIAEGKIEMgUQABjvBTIFEAAY7wVI2RdQ0AhY-xJwAXgBkAEAmAGUAaAB9wWqAQM5LjG4AQPIAQD4AQGYAgqgAoMFwgIKEAAYsAMY1gQYR8ICBBAhGAqYAwCIBgGQBgiSBwIxMKAHrB8&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/assessment-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035/assessment-resources


 

History 
Qualification Pearson GCSE History 

Subject Lead Ms Jenkins 

 
Exam board details and 

website link 

Pearson Edexcel GCSE History 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/history.html 

 
 

Scheme of 

Assessment (number 

of papers/ duration 

etc): 

At the end of Y11:  

Paper 1 – Crime and Punishment with Whitechapel: 1hour 20 mins – 30% of 

final grade. 

 

Paper 2 – Anglo Saxons and Normans and American West – 1hour 50 mins – 

40% of final grade. 

 

Paper 3 – Weimar and Nazi Germany – 1hr 30 mins – 30% of final grade. 

 

Y10 June PPE - Paper 1 – Crime and Punishment with Whitechapel: 1hour 20 mins 

and Paper 2 – Anglo Saxons and Normans – 55 minutes  

 

 

 
Where/how to 

access revision 

materials 

The revision hub on the school website has a wealth of materials to use: 

Revision hub History 

BBC Bitesize: BBC Bitesize History 
 

Tutor2U revision packs: Tutor2u revision 

 
Optional revision guides 

/ texts to purchase 

Pearson Edexcel GCSE History 9-1 Revision Guides for all topics (we have these 

available in school for use). 

 

My revision notes Pearson Edexcel GCSE History revision guide. 

 

 

 

Suggested revision 

techniques 

Use past papers from Pearson website: Past 

papers 

Use model answer booklets. 

Revision guides and complete activities. Make 

flashcards, mind maps, revision cards. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/history.html
https://www.hartschool.org.uk/curriculum/revision-hub/key-stage-4-revision/maths/science/geography/history
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zw4bv4j
https://www.tutor2u.net/history/collections/gcse-history-revision-blast-activity-packs-for-edexcel
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery%3DPearson-UK%3ACategory%2FExam-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery%3DPearson-UK%3ACategory%2FExam-materials


 

GCSE Spanish 

Qualification AQA GCSE SPANISH 

 

Subject Lead 
 

Mr Bououd 

 

Exam board details 

and website link 

AQA GCSE Spanish 

AQA | Subjects | Spanish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Scheme of 

Assessment 

(number of papers/ 

duration etc): 

Listening Paper 1 

Written exam: 35 minutes (Foundation Tier), 45 minutes (Higher Tier) 

40 marks (Foundation Tier), 50 marks (Higher Tier) 

25% of GCSE 

Speaking Paper 2 

Non-exam assessment 

7–9 minutes (Foundation Tier) + preparation time 

10–12 minutes (Higher Tier) + preparation time 

60 marks (for each of Foundation Tier and Higher Tier) 

25% of GCSE 

Reading Paper 3 

Written exam: 45 minutes (Foundation Tier), 1 hour (Higher Tier) 

60 marks (for each of Foundation Tier and Higher Tier) 

25% of GCSE 

Writing Paper 4 

Written exam: 1 hour (Foundation Tier), 1 hour 15 minutes (Higher Tier) 

50 marks at Foundation Tier and 60 marks at Higher Tier 

25% of GCSE 

 
Where/how 

to access revision 

materials 

AQA Past Papers 

AQA | Resources | Past Papers & AQA Mark Schemes 

Hart school revision Hub 

6B2323825E4C5FB635D8F8953781CC71.pdf 

BBC Bitesize 

GCSE Spanish - AQA (for exams until 2025) - BBC Bitesize 

 

Optional revision guides 

/ texts to purchase 

AQA CGP Spanish Revision Guide 

GCSE Spanish | CGP Books 

 

 

 
Suggested revision 

techniques 

Use past papers from AQA website: 

AQA | Resources | Past Papers & AQA Mark Schemes 

Use a knowledge organizer. 

Complete and practise exam questions/ booklets. 

Use model answers. 

Revision guides and complete activities. 

Make flashcards. 

Mind maps. 

Revision cards. 

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/spanish
https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes?qualification=GCSE%20Spanish
https://www.hartschool.org.uk/_site/data/files/users/ru_languages/6B2323825E4C5FB635D8F8953781CC71.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z4yyjhv
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/languages/spanish?srsltid=AfmBOoq4QvuY6efgrfoViQ3R5v4NPi9j9_aXPWu5CQtTDk-hqjN-puI-
https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes?qualification=GCSE%20Spanish


 

  Health & Fitness 
Qualification NCFE Technical Award in Healthy & Fitness 

Subject Lead Mrs Dix 

 
Exam board details and 

website link 

NCFE  V Cert in Health & fitness-NCFE Level 1/2 Technical Award in Health and 

Fitness | NCFE 

 
 

Scheme of 

Assessment (number 

of papers/ duration 

etc): 

At the end of Y11:  

Exam Paper 1.5 Hours – 40% of grade 

October to April in Yr11 -NEA Coursework under exam conditions – 60% of 

grade 

 

 

Y10 June PPE - Paper 1 – 55 minutes 

 

 

 
Where/how to 

access revision 

materials 

The revision hub on the school website has a wealth of materials to use:  

Components of fitness - Keeping fit and healthy - AQA - GCSE Physical 

Education Revision - AQA - BBC Bitesize 

 

Fitness tests for different components of fitness - Keeping fit and healthy - AQA 

- GCSE Physical Education Revision - AQA - BBC Bitesize 

 

Applied anatomy and physiology - GCSE Physical Education - BBC Bitesize 

 
Optional revision guides 

/ texts to purchase 

Revision set via teams and ‘everlearner’ 

 

All teacher powerpoints on teams 

 

 

 

 

Suggested revision 

techniques 

Use past papers from NCFE website (see 

above) 

Use model answer booklets. 

Revision guides and complete activities. Make 

flashcards, mind maps, revision cards. 

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-level-12-technical-award-in-health-and-fitness-111
https://www.ncfe.org.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-level-12-technical-award-in-health-and-fitness-111
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zckcdmn/revision/2
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zckcdmn/revision/2
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zckcdmn/revision/3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zckcdmn/revision/3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxq7j6f


 

GCSE Photography 
 
  Qualification GCSE Art and Design - Photography 

 

Subject Lead 
 

Mrs Cooper 

 
Exam board details 

and website link 

AQA 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design- 

8201/specification 

 

 

 

 
Scheme of 

Assessment 

(number of papers/ 

duration etc): 

The course is 60% coursework (started in September of Year 10) which 

runs until December of Year 11. 

This is a portfolio of work that shows a journey of the students work 

responding to a theme, ensuring they hit the marking criteria – Internally 

assessed and moderated by AQA. 

The exam is externally set by the exam board and released on January 

1st (of Year 11). This is worth 40% of student’s overall grade. Pupils will pick 

one theme from the exam paper and respond to the theme in lessons 

(preparatory time), until the 10 hour exam begins (worth 10% of overall 

grade). 

All work is internally assessed and externally moderated by AQA. 

 
Where/how to 

access revision 

materials 

Teaching resources, exemplar projects and mark scheme shared via MS 

Teams. 

Website support: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design- 

8201/teaching-resources 

 

Optional revision 

guides / texts to 

purchase 

Exemplar work available to view on MS Teams as well as in all 

Photography classrooms. Exam paper copy will be given to all students 

following its release on January 1st (of Year 11). 

 

 

 

 

 

Suggested revision 

techniques 

Time between exam topic release in January of Year 11 used to create 

materials including: 

Research chosen theme – title page, mood board and brainstorm. 

 

Produce a range of initial photographs linked to theme. 

Choose 3 Photographers relating to theme. 

Research and work in the style of 3 photographers. 

Produce a range of developments in chosen photographer’s styles. 

Plan final piece carefully - test edits. 

Create a time plan for 10 - hour example and completion of final piece. 

Attend as many intervention sessions as possible. 

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201/teaching-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201/teaching-resources


 

GCSE Art 
 
  

Qualification GCSE Art – Fine Art 

 

Subject Lead 
 

Mrs Cooper 

 
Exam board details 

and website link 

OCR 

GCSE - Art and Design (9-1) - J170-J176 

 

 

 

 
Scheme of 

Assessment 

(number of papers/ 

duration etc): 

The course is 60% coursework (started in September of Year 10) which 

runs until December of Year 11. 

This is a portfolio of work that shows a journey of the students work 

responding to a theme, ensuring they hit the marking criteria.  

This work is internally assessed and moderated by OCR. 

The exam is externally set by the exam board and released on January 

1st (of Year 11). This is worth 40% of the student’s overall grade. Pupils will 

pick one theme from the exam paper and respond to the theme in 

lessons (preparatory time), until the 10 hour exam begins (worth 10% of 

overall grade). 

All work is internally assessed and externally moderated by OCR. 

 
Where/how to 

access revision 

materials 

Teaching resources, exemplar projects and mark scheme shared via MS 

Teams. Walls in Classroom F10 has current sample for coursework (June 26) 

Website support: 

359148-sample-project-portfolio.doc 

OCR GCSE (9-1) Art and Design Factsheet 

 

Optional revision 

guides / texts to 

purchase 

Exemplar work available to view on MS Teams as well as in Art classrooms 

- F10 has the current moderated sample for June 26. Exam paper copy 

will be given to all students following its release on January 1st (of Year 

11). 

 

 

 

 

 

Suggested revision 

techniques 

Time between exam topic release in January of Year 11 used to create 

materials including: 

Research chosen theme – title page and mood board. 

 

Produce a range of initial photographs / drawings linked to theme. 

Choose 3 Artists relating to theme. 

Research and work in the style of your chosen artists 

Produce a range of developments in chosen artist’s styles. Plan final 

piece carefully - test edits. 

Create a time plan for 10 hour exam - completion of final piece.  

Attend as many intervention sessions as possible. 

 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/art-and-design-j170-j176-from-2016/
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ocr.org.uk%2FImages%2F359148-sample-project-portfolio.doc&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/289226-five-reasons-to-study-the-arts-factsheet.pdf


 

GCSE HOSPITALITY 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

Common Words Used in Exam Questions 
In written examinations there are many common words that are used and 

one of the most common mistakes made by students is misinterpreting the 
question. Below are a number of these key words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Argue 
Put forward an idea, then give an example, discuss what it means and defend it against possible 

counter arguments 
 

 

 

 

Compare 
Are the things similar or are there important differences? Which do you think are best? Why? 

 

 

 

Discuss 

Write about the important aspects of the topic; are there two sides to the question? Consider the 

arguments for and against 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Summarise 
Bring together the main points 

Illustrate 
Give examples which make the point clear. 

Make a survey examining the subject 

Give an account of
Describe something in detail and explain 

Define
Give the meaning 

Calculate

Consider

Express your thoughts and observations about 

Evaluate

Judge the importance or 

Justify

Give reasons to support an argument / 

Outline

Choose the most important aspects of a topic. Ignore the minor 

Ident

ifyPick out the main features or the important points of 

Interpret
Explain the meaning in your own words, for example, you may be asked to interpret a 

How 
In what way, by what means or method, or to what extent does something happen, exist or work. 

Account for 
Explain the reasons for something. This is not the same as ‘Give account of’ – which asks for detailed description 

Analyse 
Study something in depth – identifying, describing and criticising in detail its main features. 

Assess 
Examine something closely. Consider in a balanced way its strengths and weaknesses. Discuss the points for 

and against something. Finally give your clear opinion. 


