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Key words:

Connect

GCSE Design and Technology 

50% Exam

50% Coursework

Exam = 2 hours with a mixture of multiple choice, short and 

long answer questions 

To understand how to 
answer questions in the DT 

exam

To understand how to gain 
full marks when answering 
questions in the DT exam

Explain
Evaluate
Discuss
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Exam Break Down
Section A – Core Technical Principles (20 marks)

• 10 questions which are multiple choice – 1 mark each

• Short response questions 1-3 marks each

Section B – Specialist Technical Principles (30 marks)

• Mixture of short response questions 1-3marks each

• One long answer question  8-10 marks

Section C – Design and Making Principles (50 marks)

• Mixture or short and long response questions, typically around 6 marks

• Will contain some form of drawing

Up to 15% of the paper will have a maths link! It will be on foundation level maths

Make sure you select 
‘TIMBER or PAPER & 

BOARD’ questions
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Section A – Core Technical Principles (20 marks)
• 10 questions which are multiple choice – 1 mark each

• Short response questions 1-3 marks each

In multiple choice questions do NOT leave any questions blank – if you don’t know 
it make an educated guess!

If you have made a mistake make it clear that you have changed your response. If 
the examiner is unclear they will NOT award you the marks!
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What is the correct answer???
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Multiple Choice

ALWAYS select the material 
we have studied – specialist 
topic is TIMBER

You will NOT know enough 
about the other topics to get 
full marks
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Which product 
should you 

chose to talk 
about?
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Maths

Don’t panic at the thought of 
maths questions. They are 
straight forward calculation –
they are not intended to 
catch you out!

Think logically about them –
they can be easy marks
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Drawing Questions

Carefully read what you have been asked to 
do!

ENSURE
✓ Your work is neat
✓ You use a sharp pencil
✓ You use a ruler for straight lines
✓ If it asks you to render the design make 

sure you add colour

If you do make a mistake – try to rib it out or 
ask for a new piece of paper to do the work 
on.
Don’t get annoyed and leave it. JUST ASK!
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Command Words
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Answering Questions

2 marks
Make two different points or
Make one point and give an example

3 marks
Make two points and give one example or
Make two points and fully explain one of 
them in more detail

4 marks
Make two points and give two examples or
Make two points and fully explain both of 
them
Give four different relevant points

✓Make sure you fully explain your 
answer

✓ Examples are great ways of getting 
marks

✓ Imagine the examiner knows 
nothing!

You can use tables and bullet points to 
answer long response questions
However make sure you fully explain 
your answer – don’t just write one 
word!
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Before you open the paper – take a deep breath and 
relax!!

If you don’t know one of the answers move onto the 
next question! You can always go back to it if you have 

time at the end!

If you finish before time read through your paper and 
check you have made enough points for each mark 

available.

GOOD LUCK!
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Tuesday P5 (PE)

Jack Chaddock

Josh Horobin

Josh Jones

Alisha Orme

Cameron Wilkes

Jordan Willaims

Cole Wood

Rosie Taylor

Marissa Mabbley

COURSEWORK INTERVENTION

The opposite pupils are required to 
attend coursework intervention on a 

Tuesday P5 until EASTER

No exceptions and no excuses


