
The HART School - Recommended Reading List: 

This is a fabulous collection of books recommended for you to lose yourselves in. This list is 

not exhaustive - there are many more wonderful books to choose from and enjoy. You will 

find a * next to authors who have written a series of books or have other books similar 

which you can try if you enjoyed the book you read… And of course, feel free to pick and 

choose from different year groups …  

All of these books are available on AMAZON with some offering free audio reads or free 

downloads to Kindle/E-readers and some are as cheap as 0.99p!! 

Happy chilling and reading 😊  

Year 7: 

Boy at the Back of the Class – Onjali Q Rauf * 

Told with heart and humour, The Boy at the Back of the Class is a child's perspective on the 
refugee crisis, highlighting the importance of friendship and kindness in a world that doesn't 
always make sense. 

There used to be an empty chair at the back of my class, but now a new boy called Ahmet is 
sitting in it. 

He's 9 years old (just like me), but he's very strange. He never talks and never smiles and 
doesn't like sweets - not even lemon sherbets, which are my favourite! 

But then I learned the truth: Ahmet really isn't very strange at all. He's a refugee who's run 
away from a War. A real one. With bombs and fires and bullies that hurt people. And the 
more I find out about him, the more I want to help. 

That's where my best friends Josie, Michael and Tom come in. Because you see, together 
we've come up with a plan.... 
 

The Star Outside My Window – Onjali Q Rauf * 

Following the disappearance of her mum, 10-year-old Aniyah suddenly finds herself living in 
foster care. With her life in disarray, she knows just one thing for sure: her mum isn't gone 
for ever. Because people with the brightest hearts never truly leave. They become stars. 

So when a new star is spotted acting strangely in the sky, Aniyah is sure it's her mum, and 
she embarks on the adventure of a lifetime to make sure everyone else knows too -- an 
adventure that involves breaking into the Royal Observatory of London, a mischievous 
scurry of squirrels and the biggest star in Hollywood... 

 

The Secret Garden – Frances Hodgson Burnett 



Following the disappearance of her mum, 10-year-old Aniyah suddenly finds herself living in 
foster care. With her life in disarray, she knows just one thing for sure: her mum isn't gone 
for ever. Because people with the brightest hearts never truly leave. They become stars. 

So when a new star is spotted acting strangely in the sky, Aniyah is sure it's her mum, and 
she embarks on the adventure of a lifetime to make sure everyone else knows too -- an 
adventure that involves breaking into the Royal Observatory of London, a mischievous 
scurry of squirrels and the biggest star in Hollywood... 

 

The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe – C.S. Lewis * 

Narnia… a land frozen in eternal winter… a country waiting to be set free. 

Four adventurers step through a wardrobe door and into the land of Narnia, a land enslaved 
by the power of the White Witch. But when almost all hope is lost, the return of the Great 
Lion, Aslan, signals a great change… and a great sacrifice. 

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe is the second book in C.S. Lewis’s The Chronicles of 
Narnia, a series that has become part of the canon of classic literature, drawing readers of 
all ages into a magical land with unforgettable characters for over fifty years. This is a stand-
alone read, but if you would like to explore more of the Narnian realm, pick up The Horse 
and His Boy, the third book in The Chronicles of Narnia. 
 

Top Marks for Murder – Robin Stevens * 

Daisy and Hazel are finally back at Deepdean, and the school is preparing for a most exciting 
event: the fiftieth Anniversary. 

Plans for a weekend of celebrations are in full swing. But all is not well, for in the detectives' 
long absence, Deepdean has changed. Daisy has lost her crown to a fascinating new girl - 
and many of the Detective Society's old allies are now their sworn enemies. 

Then the girls witness a shocking incident in the woods close by - a crime that they're sure is 
linked to the Anniversary. As parents descend upon Deepdean, decades-old grudges, 
rivalries and secrets begin to surface, and soon Deepdean's future is at stake. 

Can the girls solve the case - and save their home? 
 

The Iron Man – Ted Hughes 

Mankind must put a stop to the dreadful destruction by the Iron Man and set a trap for him, 

but he cannot be kept down. Then, when a terrible monster from outer space threatens to 

lay waste to the planet, it is the Iron Man who finds a way to save the world. 

 

The Diary of Anne Frank – Anne Frank 



In Amsterdam, in the summer of 1942, the Nazis forced teenager Anne Frank and her family 
into hiding. For over two years, they, another family and a German dentist lived in a 'secret 
annexe', fearing discovery. All that time, Anne kept a diary. 

An intimate record of tension and struggle, adolescence and confinement, anger and 
heartbreak, Anne Frank's diary is one of those unique documents, famed throughout the 
world. 

It portrays innocence and humanity, suffering and survival in the starkest and most moving 
terms. 
 

The Tyrant’s Tomb – Rick Riordian * 

You will get to the Tiber alive. You will start to Jive.   

The former God Apollo is having a pretty rough time of it. Well, for one thing, he's called 
Lester. But being an awkward mortal teenager is the least of his worries.   

Though he and his friends (some of them) have emerged from the Burning Maze, they still 
have a triumvirate to defeat, oracles to rescue and prophecies to decipher so that the world 
may be saved, and Lester can become Apollo once again.   

But right now, Caligula is sailing to San Francisco to deal with Camp Jupiter personally, and 
they have to get their first. Or risk its destruction..... 
 

The Giver – Lois Lowry 

In a perfect world, Jonas begins to see the flaws… 

THE GIVER is the classic award-winning novel that inspired the dystopian genre and a major 
motion picture adaptation for 2014 starring Jeff Bridges, Meryl Streep, Katie Holmes and 
Taylor Swift. 

It is the future. There is no war, no hunger, no pain. No one in the community wants for 
anything. Everything needed is provided. And at twelve years old, each member of the 
community has their profession carefully chosen for them by the Committee of Elders. 

Twelve-year old Jonas has never thought there was anything wrong with his world. But from 
the moment he is selected as the Receiver of Memory, Jonas discovers that their community 
is not as perfect as it seems. 

It is only with the help of the Giver, that Jonas can find what has been lost. And it is only 
through his personal courage that Jonas finds the strength to do what is right… 

 

The Kid Who Came from Space – Ross Welford * 



A small village in the wilds of Northumberland is rocked by the disappearance of twelve-
year-old Tammy. Only her twin brother, Ethan, knows she is safe – and the extraordinary 
truth of where she is. It is a secret he must keep, or risk never seeing her again. 

But that doesn’t mean he’s going to give up. 

Together with his friend Iggy and the mysterious (and very hairy) Hellyann, Ethan teams up 
with a spaceship called Philip, and Suzy the trained chicken, for a nail-biting chase to get his 
sister back… that will take him further than anyone has ever been before. 

 

War Horse – Michael Morpurgo * 

Michael Morpurgo's classic tale, capturing the power of the human spirit.  

First published back in 1982, War Horse has taken the world by storm. The book was 
adapted to the stage and was performed at the National Theatre and on Broadway. This full 
and unabridged edition is beautifully performed here by the National Theatre's first Albert, 
OIivier-award-winner Luke Treadaway.  

At the outbreak of World War 1, Joey, young Albert's beloved horse, is sold to the cavalry 
and shipped to France. He's soon caught up in enemy fire, and fate takes him on an 
extraordinary odyssey, serving on both sides before finding himself alone in no man's land. 
But Albert cannot forget Joey and, still not old enough to enlist, he embarks on a 
treacherous mission to the trenches to find him and bring him home. 
 

The London Eye Mystery – Siobhan Dowd * 

11.32am. Ted and his sister Kat watch their cousin Salim get on board the London Eye. The 
pod rises from the ground, high above the city. 

12.02am. The pod lands and the doors open. Everyone exits - everyone but Salim. 

Has he spontaneously combusted? (Ted's theory.) 
Has he been kidnapped? (Aunt Gloria's theory.) 
Is he even still alive? (The family's unspoken fear.) 

Even the police are baffled - so it's up to Ted, whose brain runs on its own unique operating 
system, to solve this mystery and find Salim. 

Teaming up with Kat, Ted follows a trail of clues across London - while time ticks 
dangerously by... 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Year 8: 

Coraline – Neil Gaiman 

When a young girl ventures through a hidden door, she finds another life with shocking 

similarities to her own. 

 

Coraline has moved to a new house with her parents and she is fascinated by the fact that 

their 'house' is in fact only half a house! Divided into flats years before, there is a brick wall 

behind a door where once there was a corridor. One day it is a corridor again and the 

intrepid Coraline wanders down it. And so a nightmare-ish mystery begins that takes 

Coraline into the arms of counterfeit parents and a life that isn't quite right. 

 

Can Coraline get out? Can she find her real parents? Will life ever be the same again? 

 

Pig Heart Boy – Malorie Blackman* 

You're thirteen. All you want is a normal life. But most normal kids don't need heart 
transplants. 

So there's this doctor. He says there's a chance for you. But he also says it's experimental, 
controversial and risky. And it's never been done before. 

Shortlisted for the Carnegie Medal, this is a powerful, thought-provoking story from the 
award-winning Malorie Blackman. 
 

The Boy at the Top of the Mountain – John Boyne* 

When Pierrot becomes an orphan, he must leave his home in Paris for a new life with his 
Aunt Beatrix, a servant in a wealthy household at the top of the German mountains. But this 
is no ordinary time, for it is 1935 and the Second World War is fast approaching; and this is 
no ordinary house, for this is the Berghof, the home of Adolf Hitler. 

Quickly, Pierrot is taken under Hitler's wing, and is thrown into an increasingly dangerous 
new world: a world of terror, secrets and betrayal, from which he may never be able to 
escape. 
 

Boy in the Tower – Polly Ho-Yen 



Ade loves living at the top of a tower block. From his window, he feels like he can see the 
whole world stretching out beneath him. 

His mum doesn’t really like looking outside – but it’s going outside that she hates. 
She’s happier sleeping all day inside their tower, where it’s safe. 

But one day, other tower blocks on the estate start falling down around them and strange, 
menacing plants begin to appear. 

Now their tower isn’t safe anymore. Ade and his mum are trapped and there’s no way out . . 
. 
 

A Girl Called Owl – Amy Wilson 

It's bad enough having a mum dippy enough to name you Owl, but when you've got a dad 
you've never met, a best friend who needs you more than ever, and a new boy at school 
giving you weird looks, there's not a lot of room for much else. 

So when Owl starts seeing strange frost patterns on her skin, she's tempted to just burrow 
down under the duvet and forget all about it. Could her strange new powers be linked to 
her mysterious father? And what will happen when she enters the magical world of winter 
for the first time? 

 

Eleven – Tom Rogers 

Alex Douglas always wanted to be a hero. But nothing heroic ever happened to Alex. 

Nothing, that is, until his eleventh birthday. When Alex rescues a stray dog as a birthday gift 

to himself, he doesn't think his life can get much better. Radar, his new dog, pretty much 

feels the same way. But this day has bigger things in store for both of them. 

 

This is a story about bullies and heroes. About tragedy and hope. About enemies with two 

legs and friends with four, and pesky little sisters and cranky old men, and an unexpected 

lesson in kindness delivered with a slice of pizza. 

 

This is Eleven: the journey of a boy turning eleven on 9/11. 

 

The Iron Woman – Ted Hughes 

Mankind for has polluted the seas, lakes and rivers. The Iron Woman has come to take 
revenge. 
Lucy understands the Iron Woman's rage and she too wants to save the water creatures 
from their painful deaths. But she also wants to save her town from total destruction. 
She needs help. Who better to call on but Hogarth and the Iron Man . . .? 

A sequel and companion volume to Ted Hughes' The Iron Man, this new, child-friendly 
setting will be treasured by a new generation of readers. 



 

The Silver Sword – Ian Serraillier 

The classic tale of a journey through war-torn Europe. 

Alone and fending for themselves in a Poland devastated by World War Two, Jan and his 
three homeless friends cling to the silver sword as a symbol of hope. As they travel through 
Europe towards Switzerland, where they believe they will be reunited with their parents, 
they encounter many hardships and dangers. This extraordinarily moving account of an epic 
journey gives a remarkable insight into the reality of a Europe laid waste by war. 
 

The Maze Runner – James Dashner * 

When the doors of the lift crank open, the only thing Thomas remembers is his first name. 

But he's not alone. He's surrounded by boys who welcome him to the Glade - a walled 

encampment at the centre of a bizarre and terrible stone maze. Like Thomas, the Gladers 

don't know why or how they came to be there - or what's happened to the world outside. 

All they know is that every morning when the walls slide back, they will risk everything - 

even the Grievers, half-machine, half-animal horror that patrol its corridors, to try and find 

out. 

Friend or Foe – Michael Morpurgo* 

Evacuated from London, David and Tucky feel like the war is a long way away from their 
new life in the countryside. Then one night the skyline of the moor is lit up with gun flashes, 
and the distant crump of bombing miles away brings the war back to them and shatters 
their new-found peace. When a German bomber crashes, the boys feel they should hate the 
airmen inside. But one of them saves David's life . . . 

 

Geek Girl – Holly Smale* 

“My name is Harriet Manners, and I am a geek.” 

The first book in the bestselling, award-winning GEEK GIRL series! 

Harriet Manners knows that a cat has 32 muscles in each ear, a “jiffy” lasts 1/100th of a 
second, and the average person laughs 15 times per day. She knows that bats always turn 
left when exiting a cave and that peanuts are one of the ingredients of dynamite. 

But she doesn’t know why nobody at school seems to like her. 

So when Harriet is spotted by a top model agent, she grabs the chance to reinvent herself. 
Even if it means stealing her best friend's dream, incurring the wrath of her arch enemy 
Alexa, and repeatedly humiliating herself in front of impossibly handsome model Nick. Even 
if it means lying to the people she loves. 



Veering from one couture disaster to the next with the help of her overly enthusiastic father 
and her uber-geeky stalker, Toby, Harriet begins to realise that the world of fashion doesn't 
seem to like her any more than the real world did. 

As her old life starts to fall apart, will Harriet be able to transform herself before she ruins 
everything? 

 

 

Are You There, God? It’s Me Margaret – Judy Blume * 

Meet Margaret. She's going through all the same things most teenage girls have to face; 
fitting in, friendship, and first bras! 

Life isn't easy for Margaret. She's moved away from her childhood home, she's starting a 
new school, finding new friends – and she's convinced she's not normal. For a start she 
hasn't got a clue whether she wants to be Jewish like her father or Christian like her mother. 
Everyone else seems really sure of who they are. And, worst of all, she's a 'late developer'. 
She just knows that all her friends are going to need a bra before she does. It's too 
embarrassing to talk to her parents about these things. So she talks to God instead – and 
waits for an answer . . . 

 

 

Year 9: 

Hacker – Malorie Blackman* 

MESSAGE: This is the system operator. Who is using this account? Please identify yourself . . . 

When Vicky's father is arrested, accused of stealing over a million pounds from the bank 
where he works, she is determined to prove his innocence. But how? There's only one way - 
to attempt to break into the bank's computer files. 

Even if Vicky is the best hacker in the world, will she find the real thief before they find her? 
 

Noughts and Crosses – Malorie Blackman* 

Sephy is a Cross: dark-skinned and beautiful, she lives a life of privilege and power. But she's 
lonely and burns with injustice at the world she sees around her. 

Callum is a nought: pale-skinned and poor, he's considered to be less than nothing - a 
blanker, there to serve Crosses - but he dreams of a better life. 

They've been friends since they were children, and they both know that's as far as it can 
ever go. Noughts and Crosses are fated to be bitter enemies - love is out of the question. 



Then - in spite of a world that is fiercely against them - these star-crossed lovers choose 
each other. 

But this is love story that will lead both of them into terrible danger . . . and which will have 
shocking repercussions for generations to come. 

 

The Girl of Link and Stars – Kiran Hillwood Hargrave 

When Isabella's friend disappears, she volunteers to guide the search party. As a 

mapmaker's daughter, she's equipped with elaborate ink maps and knowledge of the stars, 

eager to navigate the island's forgotten heart. But beneath the mountains a legendary fire 

demon awakens, and her journey is fraught with danger ... 

 

The Cheerleaders – Kara Thomas 

There are no more cheerleaders in the town of Sunnybrook. 

First there was the car accident--two girls dead after hitting a tree on a rainy night. Not long 
after, the murders happened. Those two girls were killed by the man next door. The police 
shot him, so no one will ever know his reasons. Monica's sister was the last cheerleader to 
die. After her suicide, Sunnybrook High disbanded the cheer squad. No one wanted to be 
reminded of the girls they'd lost. 

That was five years ago. Now the faculty and students at Sunnybrook High want to 
remember the lost cheerleaders. But for Monica, it's not that easy. She just wants to forget. 

Only, Monica's world is starting to unravel. There are the letters in her stepdad's desk, an 
unearthed, years-old cell phone, a strange new friend at school. . . Whatever happened five 
years ago isn't over. Some people in town know more than they're saying. And somehow, 
Monica is at the centre of it all. 

There are no more cheerleaders in Sunnybrook, but that doesn't mean anyone else is safe. 

 

Girl, Missing – Sophie McKenzie 

What if everything you thought you knew about your life was a lie? 

 

Lauren is adopted and eager to know more about her mysterious past. But when she 

discovers she may have been snatched from her family as a baby, her whole life suddenly 

feels like a sham. Why will no one answer her questions? How can she find her biological 

parents? And could her adoptive parents really have been responsible for kidnapping her? 

 

Running away from her family to seek out the truth, Lauren's journey takes her deeper and 

deeper into danger as she realises that someone wants to stop her uncovering what really 

happened when she was a baby... at any cost... 



 

Eleanor & Park – Rainbow Powell 

Eleanor is the new girl in town, and she's never felt more alone. All mismatched clothes, 
mad red hair and chaotic home life, she couldn't stick out more if she tried. 

Park is the boy at the back of the bus, Black T-shirts, headphones, head in a book - he thinks 
he's made himself invisible. But not to Eleanor...never to Eleanor. 

Slowly, steadily, through late-night conversations and an ever-growing stack of mix tapes, 
Eleanor and Park fall in love. They fall in love the way you do the first time, when you're 16, 
and you have nothing and everything to lose. 

Set over the course of one school year in 1986, Eleanor & Park is funny, sad, shocking and 
true - an exquisite nostalgia trip for anyone who has never forgotten their first love. 
 

Turtles All the Way Down – John Green* 

Aza's life is filled with complications. 

Living with anxiety and OCD is enough but when Daisy, her Best and Most Fearless Friend, 
brings her on a mission to find a fugitive billionaire things are about to get even more 
complicated. 

To find Russell Pickett, Aza must enter the world of his geeky, but maybe kind-of-cute son, 
Davis. 

But the chances of a first kiss, and maybe even a first love, could send Aza into a spiral of 
anxiety... 

A perfect coming-of-age novel filled with love, mystery and Star Wars fan-fiction. 

 

The Book Thief – Markus Zusak 

It is 1939. In Nazi Germany, the country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier - 

and will become busier still. 

 

By her brother's graveside, Liesel's life is changed forever when she picks up a single object, 

abandoned in the snow. It is The Gravedigger's Handbook, and this is her first act of book 

thievery. So begins Liesel's love affair with books and words, and soon she is stealing from 

Nazi book-burnings, the mayor's wife's library . . . wherever there are books to be found. 

 

But these are dangerous times, and when Liesel's foster family hides a Jew in their 

basement, nothing will ever be the same again. 

 

Apple and Rain- Sarah Crossan 



When Apple's mother returns after eleven years of absence, Apple feels whole again. She 

will have an answer to her burning question – why did you go? And she will have someone 

who understands what it means to be a teenager – unlike Nana. But just like the stormy 

Christmas Eve when she left, her mother's homecoming is bitter sweet, and Apple wonders 

who is really looking after whom. It's only when Apple meets someone more lost than she 

is, that she begins to see things as they really are. 

 

Like a brilliant hybrid of Cathy Cassidy and Jacqueline Wilson, Sarah Crossan entices you into 

her world, then tells a moving, perceptive and beautifully crafted, Carnegie Shortlisted story 

which has the power to make you laugh and cry. 

 

Finding Audrey – Sophie Kinsella* 

Meet Audrey: an ordinary teenage girl with not-so-ordinary problems. Aside from her 

completely crazy and chaotic family, she suffers from an anxiety disorder which makes 

talking to her brother's hot new best friend a bit of a challenge. But Audrey has a plan to 

help her face her fears and take on the world again. First stop: Starbucks. 

 

Orangeboy – Patrice Lawrence 

Not cool enough, not clever enough, not street enough for anyone to notice me. I was the 
kid people looked straight through. Not anymore. Not since Mr Orange. 

Sixteen-year-old Marlon has made his mum a promise - he'll never follow his big brother, 
Andre, down the wrong path. So far it's been easy, but when a date ends in tragedy, Marlon 
finds himself hunted. They're after the mysterious Mr Orange, and they're going to use 
Marlon to get to him. Marlon's out of choices. Can he become the person he never wanted 
to be, to protect everyone he loves? 
 

The 1000-Year Old Boy – Ross Welford* 

There are stories about people who want to live forever. 

This is not one of those stories. 

This is a story about someone who wants to stop.... 

Alfie Monk is like any other nearly teenage boy - except he's 1,000 years old and can 
remember the last Viking invasion of England. 

Obviously no-one believes him. 

So when everything Alfie knows and loves is destroyed in a fire, and the modern world 
comes crashing in, Alfie embarks on a mission to find friendship, acceptance and a different 
way to live...which means finding a way to make sure he will eventually die. 
 



The Hobbit - J. R. R. Tolkien * 

The Hobbit is the unforgettable story of Bilbo Baggins and acts as a prequel to the 

mythical Lord of the Rings fantasy series. Showcasing J.R.R. Tolkien's imaginative prowess, 

this a beautiful, otherworldly tale that cements the author's status as one of the premier 

storytellers of the twentieth century. 

 

Year 10 

 

Differently Normal – Tammy Robinson 

For Maddy, life is all about routine. It has to be, to keep her autistic sister happy and 
healthy. With just Maddy and her mother as Bee's full-time carers, there's no time in 
Maddy's life for complications like friends, let alone a boyfriend. So when Maddy meets 
Albert, the last thing on her mind is falling in love. 

Albert has resigned himself to always being a disappointment to his strict father. But then 
he meets Maddy, and gets a glimpse of what being part of a functioning family can be like - 
and the tremendous sacrifices people will make for the ones they love. 

But are Maddy and Albert willing to make the biggest of sacrifices for each other? Some 
things, they are about to discover, are outside of their control . . . 

 

Survival – K.A. Riley* 

In the year 2043, with the nation destroyed by war, seventeen-year-old Kress and her 

Conspiracy of friends embark on a dangerous cross-country mission to locate and recruit 

other Emergents, the name given to teenagers who have begun to exhibit strange 

evolutionary abilities. Not all Emergents are ready to accept who and what they are, 

however, and some have even started using their abilities for selfish or evil ends. 

 

And the Stars were Burning Brightly – Danielle Jawando 

When fifteen-year-old Nathan discovers that his older brother Al, has taken his own life, his 

whole world is torn apart. 

  

Al was special. 

  

Al was talented. 

  

Al had so many dreams ... so why did he do it? 

 

Convinced that his brother was in trouble, Nathan decides to retrace Al’s footsteps. As he 



does, he meets Megan, Al's former classmate, who is as determined as Nathan to keep Al's 

memory alive. 

  

Together they start seeking answers, but will either of them be able to handle the truth 

about Al’s death when they eventually discover what happened? 

  

The Boy Who Fell from the Sky – Jule Owen* 

The world is falling apart in 2055. Floods have devastated London, on the eve of the First 
Space War. With the city locked down, sixteen-year-old Mathew Erlang is confined to his 
house with only his cat, his robot and his holographic dragons for company. 

Desperate for a distraction from the chaos around him, Mathew becomes fascinated by his 
peculiar and reclusive neighbour, August Lestrange, and begins to investigate, turning to the 
virtual world of the Nexus and Blackweb for answers. But as he digs deeper, Mathew 
realises that Mr. Lestrange isn't a normal man at all. 

When Mathew accidentally finds himself trapped in Lestrange’s house, he opens a door and 
falls four hundred years into the future. Unwittingly, he starts to destabilise the course of 
human history. 

The Boy Who Fell from the Sky delves into a future where climate change and technology 
have transformed the world. It is the first book in the House Next Door trilogy, a young adult 
dystopian science fiction action adventure. 

 

The List – Siobhan Vivian 

It happens every September– the list is posted all over school. Two girls are picked from 
each year. One is named the prettiest, one the ugliest. 

The girls who aren't picked are quickly forgotten. The girls who are become the centre of 
attention, and each reacts differently to the experience. 

With THE LIST, Siobhan Vivian deftly takes you into the lives of eight very different girls 
struggling with issues of identity, self-esteem, and the judgements of their peers. Prettiest 
or ugliest, once you're on the list, you'll never be the same. 
 

The Pocketful of Starts – Aisha Bushby 

This place is magic . . . but it's not the sort of magic that comes from wands and spells . . . 

Can piecing together the past help you change the present? 

Safiya and her mum have never seen eye to eye. Her mum doesn’t understand Safiya’s love 
of gaming and Safiya doesn't think they have anything in common. As Safiya struggles to fit 
in at school she wonders if her mum wishes she was more like her confident best friend Elle. 
But then her mum falls into a coma and, when Safiya waits by her bedside, she finds herself 



in a strange and magical world that looks a bit like one of her games. And there’s a 
rebellious teenage girl, with a secret, who looks suspiciously familiar . . . 

 

 

 

Girl in Pieces – Kathleen Glasgow 

Charlie Davis is in pieces. At seventeen, she’s already lost more than most people lose in a 

lifetime. But she’s learned how to forget it through cutting; the pain washes out the sorrow 

until there is nothing but calm. She doesn't have to think about her father or what 

happened under the bridge. Her best friend, Ellis, who is gone forever. Or the mother who 

has nothing left to give her. Kicked out of a special treatment centre when her insurance 

runs out, Charlie finds herself in the bright and wild landscape of Tucson, Arizona, where she 

begins the unthinkable: the long journey of putting herself back together. 

 

Divergent – Veronica Roth* 

For sixteen-year-old Tris, the world changes in a heartbeat when she is forced to make a 
terrible choice. Turning her back on her family, Tris ventures out, alone, determined to find 
out where she truly belongs. 

Shocked by the brutality of her new life, Tris can trust no one. And yet she is drawn to a boy 
who seems to both threaten and protect her. The hardest choices may yet lie ahead…. 

 

Cuckoo Song – Frances Hardinge* 

The first things to shift were the doll's eyes, the beautiful grey-green glass eyes. Slowly they 
swivelled, until their gaze was resting on Triss' face. Then the tiny mouth moved, opened to 
speak. 

'What are you doing here?' It was uttered in tones of outrage and surprise, and in a voice as 
cold and musical as the clinking of cups. 'Who do you think you are? This is my family.' 

When Triss wakes up after an accident, she knows that something is very wrong. She is 
insatiably hungry; her sister seems scared of her and her parents whisper behind closed 
doors. She looks through her diary to try to remember, but the pages have been ripped out. 

Soon Triss discovers that what happened to her is more strange and terrible than she could 
ever have imagined, and that she is quite literally not herself. In a quest to find the truth she 
must travel into the terrifying Underbelly of the city to meet a twisted architect who has 
dark designs on her family - before it's too late.... 
 

Finding Violet Park – Jenny Valentine* 



The mini cab office was up a cobbled mews with little flat houses either side. That's where I 

first met Violet Park, what was left of her. There was a healing centre next door, a pretty 

Sixteen-year-old Lucas Swain becomes intrigued by the urn of ashes left in a cab office. 

Convinced that its occupant – Violet Park – is communicating with him, he contrives to gain 

possession of the urn, little realising that his quest will take him on a voyage of self-

discovery and identity, forcing him to finally confront what happened to his absent (and 

possibly dead) father… 

The Secret Deep – Lindsay Galvin 

When Aster wakes alone, stranded, on a tropical island, she has no idea what has happened, 

why she is there, or where to find her younger sister, Poppy. The answers lie in the secretive 

underwater world surrounding the desert island, populated by the beautiful and the 

unexpected ... 

 

Thirteen – Tom Hoyle* 

Thirteen is the first in an exciting action series from Tom Hoyle. 

Born at midnight in London, on the stroke of the new millennium, Adam is the target of a 
cult that believes boys born on this date must die before the end of their thirteenth year. 
Twelve boys have been killed so far. Coron, the crazy cult leader, will stop at nothing to 
bring in his new kingdom. And now he is planning a bombing spectacular across London to 
celebrate the sacrifice of his final victim: Adam. 
 

 

 

 

Year 11 

 

Flawed – Cecelia Ahern* 

Celestine North lives a perfect life. She’s a model daughter and sister, she’s well-liked by her 
classmates and teachers, and she’s dating the impossibly charming Art Crevan. 

But then Celestine encounters a situation in which she makes an instinctive decision. She 
breaks a rule and now faces life-changing repercussions. She could be imprisoned. She could 
be branded. She could be found FLAWED. 

In this stunning novel, bestselling author Cecelia Ahern depicts a society in which perfection 
is paramount and mistakes are punished. And where one young woman decides to take a 
stand that could cost her everything. 
 



Perfect – Cecelia Ahern* 

The thrilling, shocking and romantic sequel to the bestselling YA debut FLAWED is finally 
here. When we embrace all our flaws, that’s when we can finally become PERFECT… 

Celestine North lives in a society that demands perfection. After she was branded Flawed by 
a morality court, Celestine's life has completely fractured – all her freedoms gone. 

Since Judge Crevan has declared her the number one threat to the public, she has been a 
ghost, on the run with the complicated, powerfully attractive Carrick, the only person she 
can trust. But Celestine has a secret – one that could bring the entire Flawed system 
crumbling to the ground. 

Judge Crevan is gaining the upper hand, and time is running out for Celestine. With tensions 
building, Celestine must make a choice: save only herself, or risk her life to save all the 
Flawed. And, most important of all, can she prove that to be human in itself is to be 
Flawed…? 
 

Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine – Gail Honeyman 

Eleanor Oliphant has learned how to survive – but not how to live 

Eleanor Oliphant leads a simple life. She wears the same clothes to work every day, eats the 
same meal deal for lunch every day and buys the same two bottles of vodka to drink every 
weekend. 

Eleanor Oliphant is happy. Nothing is missing from her carefully timetabled life. Except, 
sometimes, everything. 

One simple act of kindness is about to shatter the walls Eleanor has built around herself. 
Now she must learn how to navigate the world that everyone else seems to take for granted 
– while searching for the courage to face the dark corners she’s avoided all her life. 

Change can be good. Change can be bad. But surely any change is better than… fine? 

 

The Tattooist of Auswitch – Heather Morris* 

In 1942, Lale Sokolov arrived in Auschwitz-Birkenau. He was given the job of tattooing the 

prisoners marked for survival - scratching numbers into his fellow victims' arms in indelible 

ink to create what would become one of the most potent symbols of the Holocaust. 

 

Waiting in line to be tattooed, terrified and shaking, was a young girl. For Lale - a dandy, a 

jack-the-lad, a bit of a chancer - it was love at first sight. And he was determined not only to 

survive himself, but to ensure this woman, Gita, did, too. 

 

So begins one of the most life-affirming, courageous, unforgettable and human stories of 

the Holocaust: the love story of the tattooist of Auschwitz. 



 

The Girl on the Train – Paula Hawkins 

Rachel catches the same commuter train every morning. She knows it will wait at the same 
signal each time, overlooking a row of back gardens. She’s even started to feel like she 
knows the people who live in one of the houses. ‘Jess and Jason’, she calls them. Their life – 
as she sees it – is perfect. If only Rachel could be that happy. 

And then she sees something shocking. It’s only a minute until the train moves on, but it’s 
enough. 

Now everything’s changed. Now Rachel has a chance to become a part of the lives she’s only 
watched from afar. 

Now they’ll see; she’s much more than just the girl on the train… 
 

The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo – Steig Larsson* 

Forty years ago, Harriet Vanger disappeared from a family gathering on the island owned 
and inhabited by the powerful Vanger clan. Her body was never found, yet her uncle is 
convinced it was murder - and that the killer is a member of his own tightly knit but 
dysfunctional family. 

He employs disgraced financial journalist Mikael Blomkvist and the tattooed, truculent 
computer hacker Lisbeth Salander to investigate. When the pair link Harriet's disappearance 
to a number of grotesque murders from forty years ago, they begin to unravel a dark and 
appalling family history. 

But the Vangers are a secretive clan, and Blomkvist and Salander are about to find out just 
how far they are prepared to go to protect themselves. 

 

The Kite Runner – Khaled Hosseini* 

Afghanistan, 1975: Twelve-year-old Amir is desperate to win the local kite-fighting 

tournament and his loyal friend Hassan promises to help him. But neither of the boys can 

foresee what will happen to Hassan that afternoon, an event that is to shatter their lives. 

After the Russians invade and the family is forced to flee to America, Amir realises that one 

day he must return to Afghanistan under Taliban rule to find the one thing that his new 

world cannot grant him: redemption. 

 

Angels and Demons (Book 1) – Dan Brown* 

CERN Institute, Switzerland: a world-renowned scientist is found brutally murdered with a 
mysterious symbol seared onto his chest. 



The Vatican, Rome: the College of Cardinals assembles to elect a new pope. Somewhere 
beneath them, an unstoppable bomb of terrifying power relentlessly counts down to 
oblivion. 

In a breath-taking race against time, Harvard professor Robert Langdon must decipher a 
labyrinthine trail of ancient symbols if he is to defeat those responsible - the Illuminati, a 
secret brotherhood presumed extinct for nearly four hundred years, reborn to continue 
their deadly vendetta against their most hated enemy, the Catholic Church. 
 

 

 

Darklight - Bella Forrest 

I celebrated when vampires were declared extinct. 

 

Those beasts had preyed on humanity for millennia, committing senseless, brutal murders. 

Like the rest of my colleagues at the Occult Bureau, I looked forward to a world where we 

could all sleep at night—where constant cover-up jobs were no longer required to keep the 

public calm and unaware. 

 

But the end of vampires wasn’t the end of our problems. It was only the beginning. 

 

Other blood-sucking creatures began to lurk in the night. As soon as I turned twenty-one, I 

became a ground agent at the Bureau because I wanted—no, needed—to join the fight. 

 

And then Dorian Clave burst into my life—turning everything I thought I knew into 

quicksand. Vampires like him were killers who devoured humanity’s inner darkness until 

shadows danced beneath their skin. Yet there was more to him than that. 

 

He showed me that light cannot exist without the dark, and that trying to fight this balance 

would have consequences our human minds couldn’t even comprehend. 

 

Because sometimes darkness needs to exist. 

 

Every Last Word – Tamara Ireland Stone 

 

Samantha McAllister looks just like the rest of the popular girls in her junior class. But 

hidden beneath the straightened hair and expertly applied makeup is a secret that her 

friends would never understand: Sam has Purely-Obsessional OCD and is consumed by a 

stream of dark thoughts and worries that she can't turn off. 

 

Second-guessing every move, thought, and word makes daily life a struggle, and it doesn't 



help that her lifelong friends will turn toxic at the first sign of a wrong outfit, wrong lunch, or 

wrong crush. Yet Sam knows she'd be truly crazy to leave the protection of the most popular 

girls in school. So when Sam meets Caroline, she has to keep her new friend with a 

refreshing sense of humor and no style a secret, right up there with Sam's weekly visits to 

her psychiatrist. 

 

Caroline introduces Sam to Poet's Corner, a hidden room and a tight-knit group of misfits 

who have been ignored by the school at large. Sam is drawn to them immediately, especially 

a guitar-playing guy with a talent for verse, and starts to discover a whole new side of 

herself. Slowly, she begins to feel more "normal" than she ever has as part of the popular 

crowd . . . until she finds a new reason to question her sanity and all she holds dear. 

Recruitment – K.A. Riley* 

In the Valta, no matter what month you were born, everyone is assigned the same birthday. 

November 1st. It's the anniversary of the day when the government declared war on the 

Eastern Order. 

The day you turn seventeen, the Recruiters come to take you away. And no one ever hears 

from you again. 

 

It’s October 31st. Today, Kress is sixteen years old. 

Tomorrow, she’ll be taken. 

 

The good news? So will her best friend Cardyn, and Brohn, the handsome, enigmatic boy 

she’s avoided all her life. 

 

The bad news? 

 

Recruitment isn’t what any of them expected. 

 

Weeks of training await. Military and psychological tests, escape rooms, hand-to-hand 

combat. The Recruits are told they're the key to winning the war. But with each day that 

passes, things begin to make less sense. 

If only Kress had been able to bring her trained raven, Render, with her. 

If only none of them had ever had to come to this place. 

 

One of Us is Lying – Karen M McManus 

Five students go to detention. Only four leave alive. 

Yale hopeful Bronwyn has never publicly broken a rule. 

Sports star Cooper only knows what he's doing in the baseball diamond. 

Bad boy Nate is one misstep away from a life of crime. 



Prom queen Addy is holding together the cracks in her perfect life. 

And outsider Simon, creator of the notorious gossip app at Bayview High, won't ever talk 
about any of them again. 

He dies 24 hours before he could post their deepest secrets online. Investigators conclude 
it's no accident. All of them are suspects. 

Everyone has secrets, right? 
What really matters is how far you'll go to protect them. 

 

 

The Challenge – Tom Hoyle* 

The Challenge by Tom Hoyle, bestselling author of Thirteen, is a gripping adventure thriller 
about an online game gone wrong. 

Ben's been grieving for his best friend, Will, who suddenly disappeared from their tiny 
village a year ago. But when twins Sam and Jack begin at the school, things start to look up. 
Cool, good-looking and popular, they draw Ben into their world and introduce him to The 
Challenge. What first appears to be a fun internet game quickly turns sinister as Ben's tasks 
become wilder and more dangerous, starting to raise questions over Will's disappearance. 
But once you're involved with The Challenge, it's very hard to get out . . . 


