


Stories.audible.com

This is a really exciting website offering FREE audio books for children and 
young adults.

It’s the perfect opportunity to sit back and relax and listen to a story on 
your own or with your family… You could create a Book Club at home!

For each Year Group there is a recommend book to listen to. On the final 
slide you will find discussion questions to contemplate/debate/discuss 
once you have listened to your audio book.

Year 7 – Viva Durant and the Secret of…
Year 8 – Dreadnought by April Daniels
Year 9 – The Empty Mirror by James Lincoln
Year 10 – Inferno by Julie Kagawa
Year 11 – A Grief Observed by C. S. Lewis



Year 7 Recommended Audio Book

Viva Durant and the Secret of the Silver Buttons by Ashli St.Armant

Synopsis

Viva Durant, New Orleans’ youngest detective, is on a quest to solve a jazzy 
mystery involving hidden treasure, while exploring the city’s unique culture, 
history, and music. This family-friendly audio original features original jazz 
music from the creator, Ashli St. Armant, and an enthusiastic performance from 
Audible Hall of Fame narrator, Bahni Turpin.
Plucky 14-year-old Viva Durant heads to New Orleans every summer to spend 
time with her loving but stern grandmother, known as Gram. After Gram reads 
Viva an article in the local paper about a missing treasure related to the world-
famous song, "Miss Mary Mack," Viva traverses the Crescent City on an epic 
adventure to solve the mystery. Along the way she meets some of the city’s 
most colourful characters as her journey takes her to the French Quarter, a jazz 
club, a creepy cemetery, and even the circus. Can Viva rise to the occasion and 
solve this musical mystery? Listeners will find Viva Durant and the Secret of the 
Silver Buttons a joy to listen to!

https://stories.audible.com/pdp/B07WW91GLG?ref=adbl_ent_anon_d
s_pdp_pc_pg-1-cntr-0-3

https://stories.audible.com/pdp/B07WW91GLG?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_pdp_pc_pg-1-cntr-0-3


Year 8 Recommended Audio Book

Dreadnought by April Daniels

Synopsis
Danny Tozer has a problem: She just inherited the powers of Dreadnought, the world's 
greatest superhero. Until Dreadnought fell out of the sky and died right in front of her, 
Danny was trying to keep people from finding out she's transgender. But before he 
expired, Dreadnought passed his mantle to her, and those secondhand superpowers 
transformed Danny's body into what she's always thought it should be. Now there's no 
hiding that she's a girl.
It should be the happiest time of her life, but Danny's first weeks finally living in a body 
that fits her are more difficult and complicated than she could have imagined. Between 
her father's dangerous obsession with "curing" her girlhood, her best friend suddenly 
acting like he's entitled to date her, and her fellow superheroes arguing over her place 
in their ranks, Danny feels like she's in over her head.
She doesn't have time to adjust. Dreadnought's murderer - a cyborg named Utopia -
still haunts the streets of New Port City, threatening destruction. If Danny can't sort 
through the confusion of coming out, master her powers, and stop Utopia in time, 
humanity faces extinction.

https://stories.audible.com/pdp/B072C3MZ8V?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_pdp_pc_pg-1-
cntr-0-11

https://stories.audible.com/pdp/B072C3MZ8V?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_pdp_pc_pg-1-cntr-0-11


Year 9 Recommended Audio Book

The Empty Mirror by James Lincoln

Synopsis

Nick Hodges had always been a troublesome boy. Growing up an orphan in his 
Uncle Jack’s care in a small New England town wasn’t easy. Everyone was a little 
wary, a little watchful - a little too watchful. One day, while Nick is walking in the 
woods, a neighbor thinks she sees him miles from where he actually is. Soon a 
series of events reinforcing Nick’s hotheaded reputation unfold. The incidents 
become increasingly serious until, finally, Nick is the scapegoat for a much more 
sinister crime, one that he wouldn’t even think of committing. As he uncovers 
history of the town’s influenza epidemic, and as he observes a strange occurrence 
in the graveyard, Nick begins to suspect something out of the ordinary is 
happening. And when he sees a figure running in the woods wearing the mirror 
image of his own shirt, Nick starts to piece together some of the answers - answers 
no one could have imagined. James Lincoln Collier has written a haunting story of 
a boy and his reflection - and what happens when two souls want to inhabit the 
same living body.

https://stories.audible.com/pdp/B00C7C5RDY?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_pdp_pc_pg
-1-cntr-0-26

https://stories.audible.com/pdp/B00C7C5RDY?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_pdp_pc_pg-1-cntr-0-26


Year 10 Recommended Audio Book

Inferno by Julie Kagawa

Synopsis

From the New York Times, USA Today, and international best-selling author of 
the Iron Fey and the Blood of Eden series comes the fiery, hugely anticipated 
finale of the Talon Saga.
What if dragons walked among us in human form? Enter a modern fantasy of 
heroes, sacrifice, forbidden love, and enemies turned allies who have no choice 
but to fight side by side.
Don't miss the epic conclusion as Ember, Riley, and Garrett face off against 
Dante and the Talon dragon clones. Join them...or burn.

https://stories.audible.com/pdp/B078SZVK7T?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_pdp_pc_
pg-1-cntr-0-15

https://stories.audible.com/pdp/B078SZVK7T?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_pdp_pc_pg-1-cntr-0-15


Y11 Recommended Audio Book

A Grief Observed by C. S. Lewis

Synopsis

Written after his wife's tragic death as a way of surviving the "mad midnight 
moments", A Grief Observed is C.S. Lewis's honest reflection on the 
fundamental issues of life, death, and faith in the midst of loss. 

This work contains his concise, genuine reflections on that period: "Nothing 
will shake a man, or at any rate a man like me, out of his merely verbal 
thinking and his merely notional beliefs. He has to be knocked silly before he 
comes to his senses. Only torture will bring out the truth. Only under torture 
does he discover it himself.“

This is a beautiful and unflinchingly honest record of how even a stalwart 
believer can lose all sense of meaning in the universe, and how he can 
gradually regain his bearings.



Discussion Points:

These can be questions you answer independently or discuss as a family…

1. What was your initial reaction to the book? Did it hook you immediately, or take some time to get into?
2. Do you think the story was plot-based or character driven?
3. What was your favourite quote/passage?
4. What made the setting unique or important? Could the story have taken place anywhere?
5. Did you pick out any themes throughout the book?
6. How did the characters change throughout the story? How did your opinion of them change?
7. How did the structure of the book affect the story?
8. Which character did you relate to the most, and what was it about them that you connected with?
9. How did you feel about the ending? What did you like, what did you not like, and what do you wish had been 
different?
10. Did the book change your opinion or perspective about anything? Do you feel different now than you did before 
you read it?
11. If the book were being adapted into a movie, who would you want to see play what parts?
12. If you got the chance to ask the author of this book one question, what would it be?
13. Which character in the book would you most like to meet?
14. Which places in the book would you most like to visit?
15. What questions do you still have about this book?


