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FAQS



Choosing a secondary is an important decision and when the time arrives, we often receive the 
FAQs listed below:

Do we have a choice?
It is important that you take the time to make an informed decision about choosing a 
secondary school. We recommend that you go and visit schools you are considering to see how 
they work and get a feel for their ethos and whether it is the right choice for all parties.

Are all secondary schools the same?
No, every school will aim to ensure that all pupils make and exceed the necessary progress, but 
outcomes vary from school to school.
At The Hart School, we work hard to ensure that every young person has the right tools and 
foundations to be successful. We believe strongly in our key terms of progress; 
Curriculums may also vary from school to school; The Hart school curriculum is rich, varied and 
creative

What should I look out for when visiting the schools? 
During a school’s open evening, you will be greeted by the principal with an introductory 
speech. In this presentation, you will hear all about the school’s ethos and beliefs. You hear 
more about the curriculum and extra curricular opportunities. Also, as part of this event, you will 
generally be offered a tour of the school in which you will see the surroundings and meet the 
staff and pupils.

What should I ask during open evenings?
At this time, you will have opportunities to ask questions to staff. You may want to find out 
more about the courses on offer, how often they will take part in a subject, trips or other extra 
curricular opportunities. You may also want to learn more about past successes and pass rates 
within the subject areas.

This is a chance to really get a feel for the school you are visiting.

Is there any other information I need to know? What 
should I look out for?
Obviously, there is so much to find out about the school. The school website is an excellent 
source of information to help learn more about the finer details of a school. You may want to 
look into SEN support, uniform, Transport, facilities, anti-bullying support and pastoral teams, 
homework, the school canteen and so much more. Please click on the link below to browse our 
website; https://www.hartschool.org.uk/
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FAQs
Will I get a place for my first choice?
It is not guaranteed that your child will secure their first place of school. This can be dependant 
of student places and whether you are applying from within catchment area.
There is however, an appeals procedure if you did find yourself in a position where you did not 
secure your first choice school. The Hart School staff will happily support where possible with this.

How do I apply for a place at the Hart School?
Applications open on the 1st November 2020 to secure your year 7 place for September 2021.
You can apply through the council website or by clicking the link ; https://www.staffordshire.
gov.uk/Education/Admissions-secondary/Apply/Overview.aspx

How do I find out if I am in the school’s catchment 
area?
The quickest way is to do an online postcode search via the County Council’s website:
https://apps2.staffordshire.gov.uk/scc/schooldetails/default.aspx

How much is the school influenced by the EBacc?
All subjects are important and within our curriculum students are able to pursue options 
according to their interests. The options process takes place in Year 9. In Years 7 and 8 all 
students follow a broad and balanced curriculum which allows them to access the EBacc 
subjects. As part of the options process students are able to choose to access the EBacc but do 
not have to. Guided discussions will take place to ensure students are on the right pathway and 
taking the right subjects for them.

How are tutor groups set?
The Achievement leaders spend time working closely with the primary schools to gain a detailed 
understanding of students. Students are then placed in to tutor groups to ensure an even 
balance of students, looking at a range of factors.

How do you communicate to parents?

There is a regular newsletter which is used to share updates and good news with parents. In 
addition we use email, Parent Mail, Class Charts and texting to regularly communicate with 
parents. You can also follow us on Twitter or Face Book.

Get involved in the PTA (Parent Teacher Association). Information about students and their 
learning is widely shared via the website.



1. Are you or your child unhappy with the current school?

Make an appointment to discuss your concerns with your child’s school. If any issues can be 
resolved at this stage this may avoid any disruption to your child’s education. Changing schools 
should be a last resort when all other options have been explored.

You may think that a change of school is necessary because you feel that your child is being 
bullied. All schools have anti-bullying policies, and, as such, if you think your child is being bullied you 
need to tell the school immediately to discuss your concerns further.

Some children are reluctant to attend school and may look towards parents to provide them with a 
reason not to attend school. Never give into the pressure to allow a child to stay off school as it may 
make things worse.

2. Is your child attending their current school?

No: If you are experiencing problems with your child’s attendance at school, please talk to your 
child’s school as soon as possible. If you decide to make an application to change your child’s 
school your child should where possible continue to attend their current school whilst you await the 
outcome to your application:
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Application-forms-for-
admission-to-school.aspx 

Is your child’s behaviour causing concern at school?

Some parents/carers want to change schools because they that think their child’s behaviour will 
improve with a change of school. It is more important for everybody to work together in trying to 
address and resolve the difficulties that are causing the poor behaviour.

3. Does your child have an EHCP?

You will need to speak to the SEND Assessment and Planning Service to consider changing your 
child’s school.

4. Is your child in Year 9,10 & 11?

Parents whose children are in Years 9,10 and 11 need to be aware that a new school may not be 
able to exactly match a child’s existing curriculum commitments and a change of school during 
a school year can seriously impact upon a child’s educational outcomes. Not all schools offer the 
same subjects at examination level and this should be explored with your preferred school. 

Does your child have additional needs but does not 
have an education, health and care plan?
Yes: If you are thinking of changing your child’s school because their needs are not being met it is 
important that you discuss your concerns with your child’s current school.
SENDIASS (Staffordshire Family Partnership) can provide you with impartial information, advice and 
support.

If you wish to proceed with an admissions enquiry, then please follow the link below:
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Admissions-primary/Apply/Application-forms-for-
admission-to-school.aspx
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“WE CAN
WE WILL
WE DO”


