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Time is flying! As we approach half term 
we want to thank you for your support 
with Year 11 over the last half term. 
It has been a challenging 7 weeks for us all, adapting to being 
back in the classroom, new routines and being together 100% of 
the time in the Year11 bubble!  

Half term is important to allow Year 11 to rest, relax and 
refocus. Yes, there will be opportunities to come into school for 
intervention sessions (more details as you read on) but it is also 
vital that students take time to sleep; eat well; exercise and relax; 
do fun things and come back on 2 November ready to work hard 
and give everything to their PPE exams that start 2 weeks later  
on the 16 November. 

Part of the work we have done with Year 11 this half term is 
making sure that we are preparing them not only for the next year 
but for ‘Grown up’ life after Year 11. They need to start making 
decisions about their future and what their next steps will be. A 
lot of those decisions bank on what they achieve this year and 
although it has been hard for many of them, part of their journey 
in Year 11 is about growing up. Over the next half term we will be 
supporting them to become more resilient and manage situations 
that will be hard. Doing 17 exams for most of them across 10 days 
will mean that they have to dig deep and persevere but together 
we will do it!    

Gentle reminder Year 11 have to be in for 8.30am from Monday 
2 November so remember to make sure those alarms are set 
earlier please!  

Mrs Merrien (Year11 SSO) and myself are here if you have any 
concerns and you can contact us by emailing 
sarah.long@hartschool.org.uk or 
joanne.merrien@hartschool.org.uk

#Team11 

Mrs Long 

As ever it is really important 
that we work together as 

home and school.

Year 11 students will be 
sitting their PPEs week 
commencing Monday  

16 November 2020.

We are also anticipating a 
decision by the government 

to delay the exams next 
summer by 3 weeks, to start 
on 2 June and run until the 

beginning of July. This is NOT 
yet confirmed however 

and could change. Please 
consider this if planning  

any holidays. 

Indeed it has been very 
difficult to plan anything 

with any certainty in recent 
months but please be 

assured we are doing all 
we can to ensure your child 
achieves the best possible 
GCSE grades next summer.

WORKING 
TOGETHER



The best revision your child can do for maths is regular practise. This is key to their success in 
mathematics. Hegartymaths provides students with a lot of exam style practise, video tutorials and 
revision. All homework will be set via Hegartymaths and students can complete additional work 
by typing it the search bar video numbers from the revision lists and mini paper reviews or typing in 
topics. Intervention sessions will be running on Wednesday after school and during these sessions 
students will be working on a range of practise and revision questions. 

TO REVISE MATHS YOU MUST DO MATHS!

READING FOR ENGLISH
“Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow, Creeps in this petty pace” –  time moves slowly 
for Macbeth! For our Year 11s, however, the first half term has gone in a flash. Many students 
will be looking forward to a well-earned break next week, but it’s important that some 
quality revision takes place. In English lessons we have focussed on the Language paper 
which means that it would be a really good idea for to spend some time over half-term 
concentrating on Literature revision. 

Reminding yourself of the set texts (Macbeth, A Christmas Carol  
& Blood Brothers), learning the main plot points and a list of key 
quotations will be incredibly useful. Creating mindmaps that  
can be plastered on to bedroom walls will see those quotes 
 learned in no time. Watching the plays online and film  
versions are a great reminder – but are no substitute for  
the text. Revision websites can often provide useful lists  
of key quotations and themes that would make a huge 
difference to your essays. If you can come back next  
half term with a clear knowledge of your texts and a  
range of quotations learned by heart – you will be in  
great shape!



History students will be finishing their current module of Weimar and 
Nazi Germany during the first week back after half term.  Our focus 
will then be preparing students for their PPE’s in Mid November.  
Following the PPE’s, we will begin an extensive revision programme 
for all papers.
A reminder that the three papers that students will sit are as follows: 
Paper 1 – Crime and Punishment c1000-present and Whitechapel c1870-1890: 
Crime, policing and the inner city.
Paper 2 – Anglo -Saxon and Norman England 1060-1088.
Paper 3 – Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939.

We have also made a revision checklist available for all of these 
papers, this can be found on Teams for each class and paper 
copies will be available in F11.  Students should use these checklists 
to help them revise all of the content needed for the different 
papers.
The following intervention sessions are being held over half term  
for History: 
Monday 26 October  10am - 12pm  Anglo Saxon and Norman England
Wednesday 28 October  9am - 11am  Crime and Punishment with Whitechapel
Thursday 29 October  9am - 11am  Weimar and Nazi Germany 
(focus on first 2 key topics that students completed during lockdown)

HISTORY HIGHLIGHTS

HISTORY  
AT HOME
At home, students would 

benefit from doing the 
following: 

Use GCSE pod – there are 
short, animated podcasts on 

all 3 of the papers.
Watching these and making 
notes/mind maps, will help 
massively with their revision.

Use quizlet to help students 
to recall key words and their 

meanings.

Use Seneca online and 
complete tests to practice 
their subject knowledge.

Attend intervention for History 
during half term!

October holiday intervention will be specifically focused on 
coastal landscapes and processes as part of the Physical Paper  
1 specification (AQA).

Interventions following this on return to school will vary across the 
three papers with an opportunity to secure AO1 knowledge on 
case studies and exam practice but also additional practice of 
geographical skills for Paper 3.

When we return in  November we will be guiding students with 
preparation for their PPEs.

TOP TIPS
Students are encouraged to :

Continue to access BBC 
Bitesize on less secure topics.

Any viewing of David 
Attenborough’s 

documentaries will inspire  
and inform them!

GCSE Padlet is almost ready 
to be accessed date TBC.

Continue to read/watch the 
news in relation to Science 

and the environment.

GEOGRAPHY UPDATE



French: Complete the homework set to practice the 150 and 90 
word questions and continue to do listening practice from your 
revision guides/workbooks especially as it’s the more difficult skill 
to do in class, especially Higher listening examples.
See Class Notebook on Teams for further revision webpages and 
for any that missed lesson in lockdown, you’ll find all of Madame 
DB’s recorded PowerPoints on Teams.

Spanish: Complete all of the LanguageNut homework set over 
Half Term, including the writing questions. Use the Memrise link 
shared on ClassCharts to access all of the vocabulary for the 
whole GCSE, divided up into small sections, if you want to do 
additional vocabulary revision. Use your vocabulary booklet to 
revise vocab – work through each section methodically, ticking 
off the vocab that you know and then using the Look-Cover-
Write-Check method to practice in short 15 minute revision bursts 
each day. Put words that that you are struggling with on Post-It 
notes and stick them up in the room that you revise in.

LANGUAGE LOWDOWN

SUPPORTING YEAR 11 STUDENTS

DON’T FORGET
Clocks go back one hour 

on Sunday 25 October 
marking the end  

of British Summer Time.

Your child may be targeted for intervention this October half term. This allows their teacher 
to offer additional s

From next term there will also be a number of after school intervention sessions available to students:

Monday 3.15pm - 4.00pm English

Tuesday 3.15pm - 4.00pm Geography and History

Wednesday 3.15pm - 4.00pm Maths

Thursday 3.30pm - 4.00pm Science

Friday  3.15pm - 4.00pm Photography


