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Welcome to the first edition of the Year 11 
20/21 newsletter. It is going to be an 
important way for us to communicate 
and connect making sure we are working 
together so that all Year 11 succeed and 
move onto their next pathway next year.
Year 11 have made a GREAT start to the year. Long may it continue! 
So far this year they have achieved over 19,000 positive points.

We started the year with time with their tutor engaging in a recovery 
programme to manage the transition back into school and the 
challenges they have and may face over the next few months. 
Students have settled well into our bubble, adapting well to the 
new routines and rules we have to follow to keep everyone safe 
and learning.

Next week the students will be spending some time looking at study 
skills in preparation for their upcoming PPE exams in November 
(16th - 27th).
 
After half term Year 11 will be coming into school for 8.30am 
everyday instead of 8.50am, still in line with the staggered starts to 
the day to allow us to do intervention and pastoral sessions.

In the near future we will be sending out information on how we as 
the Year 11 team can support you as parents / carers at home in 
making sure that your child succeeds this year.

Mrs Merrien (Yr11 SSO) and myself  
are here if you have any concerns  
and you can contact us by emailing 
sarah.long@hartschool.org.uk or 
joanne.merrien@hartschool.org.uk

#Team11 

Mrs Long 

As ever it is really important 
that we work together as 

home and school so if you 
could support your child 

by...

Attendance  
Making sure they are  

in school and on time.

Uniform 
Make sure they are dressed 

in full uniform.

Equipped 
That they bring a school 

bag with their books,  
equipment and calculator.

Organised 
Do they know what  

homework or revision  
they need to do?

Balanced  
Are they managing to 

sleep, eat well and relax as 
well as meet their learning  

expectations?

WORKING 
TOGETHER



The best revision your child can do for maths is regular practise. This is key to their success in 
mathematics. Hegartymaths provides students with a lot of exam style practise, video tutorials and 
revision. All homework will be set via Hegartymaths and students can complete additional work 
by typing it the search bar video numbers from the revision lists and mini paper reviews or typing in 
topics. Intervention sessions will be running on Wednesday after school and during these sessions 
students will be working on a range of practise and revision questions. 

TO REVISE MATHS YOU MUST DO MATHS!

TOP TIPS FOR ENGLISH
It’s important to remember that English contains two separate GCSEs in Language and 
Literature. Both subjects are similar but the skills required for success can be seen as very 
different. 

Language is all about understanding communication. You need to be able to read fiction 
and non-fiction texts and understand how the word choices of a writer can change the way 
the reader feels when looking at a piece of writing. Reading a wide range of extracts (not 
whole texts) will help to build up your vocabulary and make you  
more attuned to what a writer is trying to do. You also need to  
practise writing in a range of styles and for a variety of  
different purposes.

Literature is all about knowing those texts! Re-read your books  
and plays and use all of the revision websites out there to  
help you brush up your knowledge. Excellent essays rely  
on you being able to recall key quotations in order to  
analyse a writer’s use of language. So start  
creating those mind-maps and cue cards!



History students are currently studying Weimar and Nazi Germany; 
they are completing the last key question around Life in Nazi 
Germany. This will be finished by early to mid November.  Students 
will then begin revision activities to help them to prepare for 
their PPE’s.  Following the PPE’s, students will begin the revision 
programme of all the topics they have studied.

The three papers that students will sit are as follows: 

Paper 1 – Crime and Punishment c1000-present and Whitechapel 
c1870-1890: Crime, policing and the inner city.

Paper 2 – Anglo -Saxon and Norman England 1060-1088.

Paper 3 – Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939.

SPOTLIGHT ON HISTORY 

HISTORY  
AT HOME
At home, students would 

benefit from doing the 
following: 

Use GCSE pod – there are 
short, animated podcasts on 

all 3 of the papers.
Watching these and making 
notes/mind maps, will help 
massively with their revision.

Use quizlet to help students 
to recall key words and their 

meanings.

Beginning  a revision 
programme for their PPE 

exams – a sheet will be given 
to students before  

half term, which clearly informs 
them of all the topics that they 

need to revise.

Attend intervention for History 
during half term!

Year 11 are working on the Human paper topics of a Changing 
Economic World.  This involves them understanding the 
development gap between countries, their challenges and 
opportunities and the strategies that can be introduced to reduce 
the development gap.
Students can access GCSE Bitesize to support their learning.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zy3ptyc
GCSE Geography - AQA - BBC Bitesize
The ‘9-1’ AQA specification for GCSE Geography, examined  
from summer 2018.

Upcoming interventions will be planned to meet the specific needs 
of students following the baseline assessments they are completing 
this week. The first intervention session will be over half term.

TV TIME
David Attenborough’s 

documentaries will support 
any element of your childs’ 

Geography learning.  
He is amazing!!

Students could read/ watch 
the news to broaden their 

understanding of Geography 
in the wider context.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
science_and_environment

GEOGRAPHY UPDATE



Students are currently finishing the penultimate topic in the GCSE 
course – ‘Home, Town and region’ in Spanish and ‘Holidays’ in 
French.

Homework is being set predominantly using the online platform 
– LanguageNut. Students have tasks assigned specifically each 
week to learn vocabulary, practise grammar and sentence 
building, and also complete exam-style questions. We expect 
students to complete these tasks with a notebook to note key 
information as they work.

The Spanish intervention session taking place during the Half Term 
break will centre around PPE preparation with a particular focus 
on the longer answer writing paper questions.

To support their progress independently, all MFL students can also 
access Kerboodle to complete interactive activities and revisit 
completed topics. All students have their log in details but can 
email their teachers directly if they need to have them reset.

LANGUAGE LOWDOWN

USING EDUCAKE AS A REVISION TOOL 
FOR SCIENCE

AFTERSCHOOL INTERVENTION SESSIONS
Wednesday 14 October  Maths Intervention   3.15pm-4.00pm

Monday 19 October  English Intervention   3.15pm - 4.00pm

Wednesday 21 October  Maths Intervention   3.15pm - 4.00pm
 
We will be offering a range of booster sessions for students to access over half term. As we move 
into next term we will be adding additional intervention sessions, Saturday booster sessions and as 
students have adapted to our online remote learning, we will also be adding twilight booster sessions 
for specific subjects via Teams. More information on all of these will be shared in the next edition of 
the newsletter.

MIND 
MAPS

PAST
PAPERS

PROMPT
CARDS

REVISION
CARDS

LISTS RHYME
SONG
RAP

PLAN
YOUR
TIME

REVISION
TIMETABLE

CARTOON
STRIP

MNEMONICS
A set of cards that have 
a number of definitions, 
equations or facts on them. 
They are postcard size so 
that they are compact and 
can be used anywhere. The 
information can be in any 
format but it is important 
to have topic headings so 
that sections can be easily 
flicked to.

Educake now has a series of study guides included in the package. There is now a study guide for 
every topic area and they have also included them for the Science Practicals. Students can watch 
the study guide and then set themselves practise tests to check retrieval and understanding.

Students should make sure they focus on areas of  
weakness, and don’t spend time revising things they 
already know they are good at.  

After the November PPEs students will be given  
a detailed list of their strengths and weakness that 
they can use to decide which units they need to 
work on most.


