
 

The Creative Education Trust is a company limited by guarantee. 
Registered in England and Wales no 7617529 
Registered Office: 7 Sicilian Avenue, London, WC1A 2QR 
The Creative Education Trust is a charity, regulated by the Secretary of State for Education 

PENKRIDGE BANK ROAD PRINCIPAL: RACHAEL SANDHAM 

RUGELEY 

STAFFORDSHIRE  T +44 (0)1889 802440 

WS15 2UE  E enquiries@hartschool.org.uk 

   www.hartschool.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RSA/SPO 
10 December 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
COVID-19 developments 
 
I am pleased to report that students have made a very successful start to the 
academic year and are coping brilliantly with the organisational changes 
required to meet COVID-19 health and safety guidelines. 
 
On behalf of all the staff and Academy Council members, I would like to thank 
parents, carers and students for their continued support and regular 
communication since the start of the Autumn Term. 
 
This letter provides an update on COVID-19 developments. The school has 
made progress in many areas, especially in improving the standards of 
attendance, punctuality, uniform and behaviour. 
 
There have been many high points and lots to celebrate since September and 
the students have been a credit to you and our school; I am very proud to be the 
Principal of The Hart School. 
 
COVID-19  
 
We would like to express our sincere thanks to all families who have been highly 
vigilant in ensuring that when anyone in the household has been unwell with 
COVID-19 symptoms or there has been a positive case in the household, the 
children have been kept at home in accordance with Public Health England 
guidance on self-isolating. This has played a key part in the prevention of further 
cases. 
 
Remote learning 
 
On occasions, when students have had to self-isolate, we have been very 
impressed with their resilience, commitment and eagerness to continue to learn 
via our remote learning programme. 
 
Thanks to staff for their tremendous efforts in the delivery of live lessons and to 
parents / carers for their continued encouragement at home.  
 
 
 
 



 

2 

 
 
 
 
Reporting COVID-19 cases outside of school hours 
 
If your child has a ‘positive’ COVID-19 test result out of school hours, at the 
weekend, or over the Christmas period, please email the following details 
immediately to covid@hartschool.org.uk 
 
 Name of child 
 Tutor group/year group 
 Date of the COVID-19 test 
 Does the child have symptoms? Yes or No 
 What date did the symptoms start? 
 What date did the child last attend school? 
 Close contacts 48 hours prior to the test 
 
Lateral flow testing pilot 
 
I am pleased to inform you of a new initiative to support our comprehensive 
strategy of reducing the risk of spreading coronavirus in school. 
 
Working closely with Staffordshire Local Authority, The Hart School became one 
of the first pilot schools in Staffordshire for the new Lateral Flow Tests.   
These tests are conducted using Antigen Lateral Flow Devices (LFD) with 
asymptomatic people. The objective is to reduce the Reproduction (R) rate by 
identifying asymptomatic but potentially infectious individuals, helping break the 
chain of transmission. This initiative was rolled out to staff and Sixth Form 
students on 8 December and will continue in the new year. 
 
Walk-in test centre at the former Upper School (Hagley Park Academy) site 
 
As a school we continue to work closely with Staffordshire County Council in the 
fight to break the chain of transmission of COVID-19. 
 
Therefore, we are delighted to share with you plans for a new walk-in test 
centre, which will be based at the former Upper School (Hagley Park) site. This 
is to help protect one another, your family and our local community.  
The official opening date is yet to be confirmed and agreed; however, site 
preparations will begin on Monday 14 December 2020. 
 
As a result, students who would normally pass through the site to and from 
school will now have to use an alternate route. I am pleased to share and thank 
Rugeley Leisure Centre, which has kindly agreed to allow students to access the 
walkway by passing through the Centre from Burnthill Lane.  Please see map for 
agreed route to and from school. 
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Travel on school transport 
 
In order to ensure the safety of all passengers and the driver, all students are 
expected to wear face-coverings whenever they are on school transport and 
these should be worn throughout the journey to and from school (unless they 
are exempt). 
 
Finally, I would like to thank all our families and carers for your continued 
support of our school community during this challenging term. 
 
Your sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Miss R Sandham 
Principal 
 


