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Dear Parents/Carers 
 

End of term update 
 
I must begin with how proud I am of our school and the wider community this 
term. 
 
Our staff and students have demonstrated resilience and commitment to a new 
way of working, ensuring that the safety of one another and high-quality 
teaching and learning is at the forefront of everything that we do.  
 
Following the recent announcement from DfE, school will now be closed to all 
students on Friday 18 December. Students will finish the Autumn term on 
Thursday 17 December at 12.30 pm.  
 
The INSET day that was planned for Monday 4 January 2021 will be moved to 
Friday 18 December to allow all students to return to school on Monday 4 
January 2021.  
 
End of term assessments 
 
Over the past few weeks, students in the Sixth Form, Year 11 and Year 10 have 
demonstrated incredible resilience, maturity and stamina in their mock 
examinations. I am also delighted to share that Key Stage 3 students have been 
taking their end of term assessments seriously too. 
 
Parent voice 
 
Parental engagement is a significant factor in supporting students to make 
progress. We value all feedback that we get from parents and carers and always 
use this feedback to move forward. 
 
I would like to thank all families who took the time to complete the survey. The 
aim was to get feedback from families about the September re-opening and 
feelings about the school’s handling of the return to school in these challenging 
times. 
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We also took the opportunity to ask some of our standard Parent Survey 
questions. We were very grateful to receive so many responses – and here are 
the results! 
 
Please see link: https://www.hartschool.org.uk/main/parents/parent-voice 
 
School uniform 
 
The vast majority of students attend school every day looking very smart and I 
would like to thank you for your continued support with uniform. May I take this 
opportunity to remind you, however, that tight-fitted trousers, stretch material or 
cropped trousers are not permitted as part of the school uniform policy; boys 
and girls should all be wearing full-length tailored black trousers. 
 
As always, you can refer to the school website if you are unsure. Please can we 
also remind you that facial piercings are not permitted, other than a pair of small 
ear studs.  
 
As the weather becomes colder, it remains important that windows and doors 
are open in the school to ensure good ventilation. Therefore, we would 
encourage students to wear layers under their uniform if they feel the cold. A 
plain grey V-neck jumper worn under the blazer is an optional part of the school 
uniform and can be worn. Students may also wear a T-shirt or thermal layer 
under their shirts so long as this is not visible. All students should bring a warm, 
waterproof coat to school to be worn at break and lunch as required. 
 
Staffordshire COVID-19 Education Winter Fund 
Free School Meal Vouchers 
 
Staffordshire County Council will be providing vouchers for the Christmas 
holiday period to students eligible for free school meals.  If your child is eligible 
for free school meals you will receive a text from the school asking you to 
confirm where you would like the voucher codes to be sent.  
 
Christmas cards 
 
The Parent, Teacher, Friend, Association (PTFA) would like to thank staff, 
parents/carers and students who supported Christmas cards this year. We are 
delighted to announce a record-breaking success in sales this year with a 
staggering £511 raised to support further opportunities for our students. 
Any parents interested in joining our school PTFA, please contact Ms Crofts by 
email joanne.crofts@hartschool.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.hartschool.org.uk/main/parents/parent-voice
mailto:joanne.crofts@hartschool.org.uk
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Christmas Jumper Day 
 
On Friday 11 December, The Hart School supported National Christmas Jumper 
Day by encouraging staff and students to wear a Christmas Jumper in place of 
their usual school blazer.  In the UK, more than 14 million people are living in 
poverty, including 4.5 million children. Food banks rely on the support of their 
local communities to help people in crisis. 
 
All students and staff were invited to donate an item of food or toiletries to 
support our local Rugeley Foodbank in order to support our families and those in 
need during these difficult times. 
 
If you or anyone you know needs to access the food bank for your family over 
Christmas, please visit: https://rugeley.foodbank.org.uk/get-help/ 
 
Return to school 
 
School re-opens on Monday 4 January 2021 following the Christmas break. The 
previously planned INSET Day will now take place on Friday 18 December 2020 
instead. We will continue to operate a staggered start and finish to the school 
day. The school gates will open no earlier than 8.20 am and students should 
arrive to school at their allocated start time. It is important to note the entry gate 
for your child to reduce the risk of students moving across bubbles in school. 
 
Year group start times 
 

• Year 7 - 8.30 am 
 

• Year 8 - 8.35 am 
 

• Year 9 - 8.40 am 
 

• Year 10 - 8.35 am 
 
(Please note this is 10 minutes earlier than the start time for Autumn term. 
Students have settled in well to the staggered starts, so we have decided to 
reinstate tutor time). 
 

• Year 11 - 8.30 am 
 

• Sixth Form - 9.05 am 

 
Finally, we wish you and your family a safe and Happy Christmas and I look 
forward to welcoming back all students for another successful term. 
 
Your sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss R Sandham 
Principal 
 

https://rugeley.foodbank.org.uk/get-help/

