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BBR/SPO 
15 December 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
As we approach the end of the first term, it seemed only pertinent to write to all 
of our students’ parents and carers as your input as stakeholders is vital to the 
continued success of The Hart School Sixth Form. 
 
I would like to begin by saying how proud I am of the diligence and resilience 
that all of students have displayed during these most unusual times. There have 
been a variety of challenges and obstacles thrown at the school and the Sixth 
Form students have responded appropriately in order to make the most of their 
education. 
 
Without a doubt, the strength that they have shown over this time will become a 
valuable asset to their character in whatever they choose to do with their lives. 
You have every right to be very proud. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to visit a few key areas that need addressing 
in preparation for 2021. 
 
PPEs 
 
Year 13 students have all taken mock examinations in exam conditions. 
Students were impeccable and set a model tone that will serve as a great lesson 
to the current Year 12 students who will see first-hand how their hard work pays 
off. These PPEs will help us as a school to identify any gaps in knowledge, 
allowing teachers to thoroughly prepare students for whatever examinations are 
headed their way. 
 
Attendance 
 
For their safety and the safety of others, we are allowing students to leave the 
site when they do not have lessons. We have spaces for students in school that 
are unable to get home during the school day but the current social distancing 
and safety measures must be followed at all times. We would also be grateful if 
we could be provided with copies of any notifications related to Track & Trace. 
When we know a student is self-isolating they should be dialling in to Microsoft 
Teams’ lessons to make sure that they do not miss out. This should not be used 
as a way to avoid attending lessons. We believe that (distanced) face-to-face 
teaching is the best way that students learn. 
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Dress Code 
 
The cold weather has seen some students make some practical (and some 
impractical) decisions regarding their clothing. We ask parents and carers to 
remind students of the importance of following the standards set by the school 
and recognise our decision for students to follow the staff dress code. 
We believe that this provides students with some flexibility and choice, which 
also prepares them for a world of work that may require such things. Some 
students may find themselves sent home if they continue to disregard this. 
 
UCAS/Careers 
 
Year 13 students should have completed their UCAS forms and be finalising 
their choices and personal statements. University applications must be 
submitted by 15 January 2021 and cannot be rushed through at the last minute. 
An application does not mean a student has to go to university. Instead, it may 
provide a useful back-up option if other plans do not materialise. 
 
Year 12 students should be checking their emails for information regarding 
careers fairs and virtual university tours, which are a great way of looking at 
what is on offer after Sixth Form. The programme Unifrog, which all students 
have an account for, is an incredible platform full of resources and videos to help 
students make up their minds about everything available to them. It can even 
suggest jobs and careers from filling in short questionnaires. It is an amazing 
resource. 
 
Enrichment 
 
For those that do not know, ‘Enrichment’ is the quality experience that students 
should be gaining from activities outside of their academic study. Usually this 
would include things in school like Ambassador Programmes, mentoring, 
classroom support, to name a few. Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 
measures we have taken, these have not been possible. 
 
I do believe that lots of universities and future employers will all be asking this 
generation, “what did you do with the time when you weren’t in school?” as a 
means of testing their character or nature. We encourage all of our students to 
take these opportunities to read more, take up a new hobby, or try and volunteer 
somewhere in order to help build this profile. 
 
I have every confidence that this year’s Sixth Form students will be successful 
and they have helped this Sixth Form’s continuing journey of improvement. We 
have had our first ever student gain an interview for Oxford University and in 
August had our highest results from a student gaining 3 A* grades. 
 
We have been runners-up in the CET public speaking and essay writing 
competitions and have also set up an alumni to put our students in touch with 
ex-Sixth Form students, who are celebrating successes in a variety of areas; 
from TV producers and account managers for global firms; to software 
developers and midwives – we want our students to know that being in the Sixth 
Form gives them every chance to be successful. 
 



 

3 

 
 
 
 
 
From myself, and the Sixth Form team, I would like to wish you and your family 
a very safe and happy Christmas. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
  
Mr B Brennan 
Assistant Principal – Head of Sixth Form 
 
 
 


