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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
We are pleased to inform you of a new initiative to support our comprehensive 
strategy of reducing the risk of spreading coronavirus in school. 
 
Working with Staffordshire Local Authority, we have been chosen as a pilot 
school for the new Lateral Flow Tests and would like to invite Sixth Form 
students to participate as volunteers for the tests. 
 
These tests are conducted using Antigen Lateral Flow devices (LFD) with 
asymptomatic people.  The objective is to reduce the Reproduction (R) rate by 
identifying asymptomatic but potentially infectious individuals, helping break the 
chain of transmission. 
 
The tests are highly accurate; safe; inexpensive and do not require a laboratory 
to return rapid results.  Indeed, results are known within approximately 20-30 
minutes.  Any positive case will trigger NHS contact tracing and we will identify 
any individuals who have been in close contact with the positive person. 
  
The pilot will begin on 8 December 2020.  Initially, we will be inviting volunteers 
from the staff and Sixth Form to take part in the pilot every two weeks. 
 
Students aged 16 and over can self-consent when they register using the gov.uk 
Lateral Flow Test website; however, we also encourage them to discuss this 
with parents/carers beforehand. 
 
The good news is that any positive cases or contacts will not have to self-isolate 
on Christmas Day! Therefore, if your son/daughter would like to volunteer, they 
should register their interest in the pilot by signing up to an appointment through 
Eventbrite which can be found here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/hsc-lateral-
flow-test-tickets-131340570181 
 
They may have to be put on a waiting list but we will do all we can to meet 
demand.  Each student and staff will receive a time slot, to manage the flow of 
tests and ensure social distancing rules are followed. 
 
In the New Year, we hope to develop a regular testing cycle and gradually 
expand this to other year groups.  Taking this approach will provide increased 
confidence to look forward to a safe return to normality. 
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This is the latest strategy to support our fight against spreading the virus.  We 
have been praised by the DfE and the Local Outbreak Control team for our 
proactive and stringent approach to risk management and thank you for your 
ongoing support. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Miss R Sandham 
Principal 


