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RSA/SPO 
4 January 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Mass testing in schools 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a happy and healthy New 
Year. 
 
I write this letter to update you with developments over the Christmas period. 
You will have seen in the media that schools are being asked to test all students 
and staff from January 2021. 
 
We anticipate that staff will be tested weekly and daily testing for students who 
are identified as close contacts of someone testing positive. 
 
The aim of the government testing programme is to identify asymptomatic cases 
of COVID-19; it does not replace the existing guidance and testing requirements 
for anyone experiencing symptoms. 
 
We do believe that in the long run this will help us to minimise Covid cases in 
our schools and minimise the disruption caused by staff and students needing to 
self-isolate.  Early identification of asymptomatic cases will reduce the need to 
self-isolate because of track and trace.  
 
What will the routine testing programme look like? 
 
The government testing programme is envisaged as follows:  
 
1. Parental and student consent is required; no student or staff member will be 

turned away from school because they have not participated.  
2. The test process will be facilitated on school site by school staff and 

volunteers.  
3. Students self-test twice on return to school with 3-5 days in between tests, 

after the initial testing on their return, we hope to test students as often as 
circumstances allow going forwards. 

4. Staff self-test once at the beginning of the school term and then weekly until 
further notice.  

5. From then on, any staff and/or students identified as being a contact of a 
confirmed case will be tested every day for the next 7 school days. They 
may continue to go to lessons once they have tested negative.  

6. However, any student or staff member who has chosen not to participate in 
the programme will be required to self-isolate in line with the latest 
government guidance should they be identified as a contact of a confirmed 
case. 



 

2 

 
 
You can read more about how the government expects this programme to work 
here.  
 
Test Results 
 
Participating staff and students who test positive will be informed about their 
results individually, results will take around half an hour from testing. Where 
participants are under 16, parents or legal guardians will also be notified of a 
positive result. 
 
Students and staff who test positive will need to take a further ‘PCR test’ (similar 
to those done in local and regional testing sites) on the same day (or as soon as 
possible).  
 
You can book a test via: www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test  or call 119 to book a 
follow-up test. If ordering a PCR test yourselves, they should choose to visit a 
drive-through test site if possible, as it is faster than requesting a home test. 
 
During this time while they wait for the PCR result (via text/email) they will need 
to self-isolate. If the PCR test returns a positive result you will have to self-
isolate and follow the guidance from NHS Test and Trace. 
 
What happens if the test is positive? 
 
If your child tests positive, the school will inform parents/carers immediately to 
collect your child from school. They will not be able to access the school bus or 
a taxi service. Whilst awaiting collection, your child will be held in an isolated 
area of the school until you are able to collect your child safely.  
 
What happens if the test is negative?  
 
They will be able to stay in school and resume their activities as normal. Staff 
and students will only be told if they test positive on a ‘lateral flow’ test, so if you 
do not hear you can assume it was negative. A small number of students may 
need to repeat the test if the first test was invalid or void for some reason. 
 
If your child becomes symptomatic 
 
If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19, they must not come to school 
and should remain at home. Anyone with symptoms will be eligible for testing 
and this can be arranged via: https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test or by 
calling 119.  
 
The most common symptoms of COVID-19 are recent onset of:  

• a new continuous cough  

• a high temperature  

• a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia)  
 
Registration of Participation and Consent  
 
We will be sending out a link to a consent form for all students who attend The 
Hart School in the next few days. Please be aware that if we do not receive a 
consent form then your child will be unable to access testing.  

https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2020/12/15/mass-testing-in-schools-your-questions-answered/
http://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test%20or%20by%20calling%20119
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test%20or%20by%20calling%20119
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If you have any questions regarding the registration or consent process, please 
contact Ceri Watt (ceri.watt@hartschool.org.uk). 
 
Please note that if a parent/carer or child does not consent to the testing and is 
later identified as a contact of a confirmed positive case, they will be required to 
self-isolate in line with the latest government guidelines.  
 
I know you will have many questions about the testing process itself. Further 
guidance can be found on the Government Website here. 
 
I would like to confirm that testing will be supervised by trained staff. The ‘lateral 
flow’ tests are quick and easy using a swab of your nose and throat. Testing will 
be free of charge. 
 
Would you be able to help?  
 
Trying to staff this operation is one of the biggest hurdles to overcome. With this 
in mind, we are seeking to identify any volunteers from within our school 
community who would be willing to support this, this maybe on a part time or full-
time basis.  Any help would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Volunteers will be trained to support a supervisory or processing role during this 
rollout period. Processors do not need to be clinically trained. 
 
Anyone who is interested should make contact with the school by email on 
covid@hartschool.org.uk  for a further discussion. 
 
At the time of writing this letter, there are still so many unknowns that we are 
trying to deal with. Setting up this programme in schools is an incredibly 
complex operation and will take some time to fully implement for all year groups. 
We hope to have the programme in place by Monday 18 January when all 
students are expected to return to school. 
 
As always, we will do our best to keep you informed of any changes and further 
plans as they develop and thank you for your patience. 
 
Your sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Miss R Sandham 
Principal 
 

mailto:ceri.watt@hartschool.org.uk
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/947799/schools_and_colleges_testing_handbook.pdf
mailto:covid@hartschool.org.uk

