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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
January 2021 exam update - important information for students set to take 
examinations in January 2021 
 
Following the introduction of a national lockdown on Monday 4 January 2021, 
the government instructed all educational establishments to close schools as a 
measure to reduce and limit the spread of Covid-19. 
 
As part of this, the government also announced that there would be changes to 
the examination cycle for GCSE and A Levels due to be sat this year. However, 
they originally indicated that exams scheduled for January 2021, including BTEC 
assessments, would still take place. 
 
Unfortunately, the school had no advance warning of yesterday evening’s 
announcement and we have been working quickly to understand what actions 
we need to take to ensure that as an organisation we comply with the 
government’s latest guidance whilst ensuring the health and safety of our 
colleagues and students remains our number one priority. As such, during the 
course of this morning, we have been undertaking an assessment of whether we 
can continue your scheduled examination. 
 
Having undertaken this process the school has regretfully reached the decision 
that in the interests of the health, safety and mental wellbeing of learners, we will 
postpone examinations due to take place in January 2021. We ultimately believe 
that in doing this, we are doing the right thing for our students. 
 
The fact remains that during the first lockdown in March, almost five months of 
face-to-face learning was unable to take place. Although online provision was 
put in place from day one, we also know that our students thrive within a 
classroom environment. On top of this, the last term has been affected by 
numerous periods of isolation or absence. We want students to take their exams 
feeling that they can give them the best of their ability. 
 
We do not feel that it is fair or right to subject students to these exams that can 
be used as part of their final grade.  Now that we have had confirmation that 
teacher assessed grades will be the method by which students are graded, we 
feel it is right for students to not sit their exam at this time. 
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We have not taken this decision lightly and fully appreciate that this decision is 
likely to cause students some worry and concerns about future grades. We also 
know how hard students have been working to prepare for these assessments 
and are aware that you will be disappointed about this decision. 
 
However, we will be working with the awarding bodies to ensure that students 
are not negatively impacted or disadvantaged by this decision. There is a 
possibility that vocational examinations may be rescheduled but we await further 
confirmation of this. 
 
We will be in touch with you as soon as we have finished consulting with the 
awarding bodies and advise you on the next steps. 
 
We advise that students continue to study as normal and should access all 
remote leaning material and live lessons. As a reminder, Remote Learning 
means that your child should log on to their device at 8.40 am for morning 
registration with their tutor. Your child will then receive live lessons from their 
teachers online through Microsoft Teams. 
 
The work they have to complete will be explained to them throughout the day by 
their teachers. Below is the link to the remote learning, along with relevant 
guidance: 
https://www.hartschool.org.uk/main/curriculum/remote-learning  
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school in the 
first instance. 
 
Your sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Miss R Sandham 
Principal 
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