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RSA/SPO 
26 February 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I hope you and your family are well. Firstly, I apologise for this lengthy letter; 
however, I want to ensure you are up to date with the latest developments 
on the re-opening of schools. 
 
I also would like to thank you for your continued support and understanding 
as we collectively handle the challenges posed by Covid-19.  
  
You will no doubt have seen the Prime Minister’s announcement on Monday 
that schools will start to re-open from Monday 8 March, with testing in place 
for all students who have consent. We are very much looking forward to 
welcoming back more of our students to face-to-face education then.  
  
The Government has given secondary schools discretion about how to phase 
the return to school over that week and has instructed schools to test 
students before returning to face-to-face teaching (where consent has been 
provided). As no school can test 1200 students in a day, this means year 
groups will return at different times, with every student being back in school 
by 11 March at the latest.   
  
Our provision for critical workers and vulnerable students will continue during 
week commencing 8 March.  
  
We have been preparing for the return of all students and staff on 
site, keeping safety, wellbeing and the curriculum at the top of our agenda. I 
am writing to remind you all of the procedures that are in place to support a 
smooth transition back to school.  
  
School attendance 
 

The latest government guidance on school re-opening states you can 
welcome students back on a phased basis during the week of 8 March to 
help manage the coronavirus testing programme. School attendance will be 
mandatory and our usual rules on attendance will apply.   
  
As a reminder, students should self-isolate and not come to school if they: 
• Have coronavirus symptoms or have tested positive  

• Live with someone who has symptoms or have tested positive  

• Are a close contact of someone who has tested positive  

  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
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In line with the latest government guidance, students who are clinically 
extremely vulnerable should not attend school. If your child is in this 
group, they should continue to learn from home until further notice. Where 
this applies to your child, we will request a copy of your child’s shielding 
letter.  
  
For any students who are self-isolating or shielding, we’ll continue to 
communicate as we did during the Autumn Term to ensure your child is able 
to access their curriculum through our remote learning provision.  
  
Coronavirus testing 
  
To help us keep everyone safe, we’ll be offering rapid coronavirus testing to 
all students from 4 March. Students will be asked to take 3 coronavirus tests 
at school, with 3 to 5 days between each test. Test results will take about 30 
minutes to process. 
 

Students can return to school after their first negative result. If at any point 
they test positive, they’ll need to self-isolate in line with government guidance. 
   
Testing is voluntary and you and/or your child will need to give consent for it 
to be carried out. However, we strongly encourage your child to take part so 
we can help prevent the spread of coronavirus.   
  
Thanks to all parents and carers who have already given consent; I’m 
delighted to share with you that we now have over 95% of parents and carers 
who have already provided consent.  
  
Conducting the test 
 

Students will be tested by trained staff three times at school in the first 2-3 
weeks back. The lateral flow test used will be self-administered, but trained staff 
will be on hand to ensure that your child follows the correct procedure.  We are 
unable to administer tests on students directly as we are not health-care 
professionals.  
  
Lateral flow tests are quick and easy to administer, using a swab of your nose 
and throat. Results take around half an hour from testing and will be shared 
directly with staff and pupils participating.   
  
We will release a video detailing this process later in the week. You can find 
further details of the Government’s testing plan here.  
  
Students not taking part in testing 
 

If your child is not participating in testing, they are expected to continue 
to follow their remote learning programme until Wednesday 10 March. 
Students are then expected to return to school on Thursday 11 March at their 
staggered time. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.hartschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Why-who-what-and-when-to-test-23.02.2021.pdf
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Home testing  
 

After the 3 initial tests at school, students will be offered coronavirus tests that 
they should take twice a week at home.   
  
Parents and carers will be required to report results to schools to record. We 
will confirm how this system will operate once we have been provided with 
guidance from the Government.  
  
The Department for Education will shortly provide us with the testing kits, 
which students can take at school or home, we will update you on the 
collection and delivery of these kits in due course.  
  
The school will retain a “small” testing site for those unable to test at home, 
while all our staff will also be given twice weekly home tests. Please see further 
guidance to parents home testing via this link.  
  
Schedule for lateral flow device testing 
 

On Monday 1 March, we will be sending out individualised appointments for 
students to parents/carers. We ask for you to share these times with your 
child(ren) to ensure that they arrive promptly at school in time for testing. As 
we will be testing many students each day it is really important that students 
do not arrive late for their test.  
  
During the days of testing, we ask students with appointments to enter the 
school through the main gates at the front of the school and make their way 
to the sports gym where testing will take place.  
  

Date  Year group   Time 

Thursday 4 March   Staff, Year 12 and Year 13   All day (by 
booking*)  

Friday 5 March  
Year 11  9.00 am - 11.30 am   

Year 10  12.30 pm - 3.00 pm  

Monday 8 March  

Year 7  9.00 am - 12.30 pm  

Year 9 (x band)  
9JDI, 9MKI, 9RBR, 9TWA  

1.00 pm - 3.00 pm  

 Tuesday 9 March   Year 11  9.00 am -11.30 am   

Year 10  12.30 pm - 3.00 pm  

Wednesday 10 March 
  

Year 8  9.00 am- 12.30 pm  

Year 9 (y band)  
9AWI, 9DRY, 9DWR, 9VSU  

1.00 pm - 3.00 pm   

  
Our safety measures 
 

Rest assured that we’re doing everything we can to make sure our pupils can 
return to school safely. Since returning to school in September our students 
have been fantastic in adapting to new routines and one-way systems in 
school. 
 

  

https://www.hartschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/How-to-self-test-at-home-23.02.2021.pdf
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From Thursday 11 March, we’ll be taking the following protective measures:  
  
Face coverings   

• All students will now be expected to wear face coverings in communal 

areas including corridors and classrooms. This is to give added protection 

to both your child and members of staff. This is a temporary measure in line 

with the latest government guidance for schools. 

• All students are expected to wear their plain black face coverings without 

any writing or symbols on them, this is to ensure there is minimum 

distraction during lesson time. 

• We have provided all students with two plain black face coverings during the 

Autumn Term. If your child did not receive a plain black face covering, then 

please contact your child’s tutor. 

• Additional face masks can be purchased from the school through the 

ParentPay system.  

• Students who are exempt are not expected to wear a face covering.  

   
School transport 
 

We ask that parents make their own arrangements for transporting your child 
to school for testing between 4 to 10 March (inclusive).  School transport will 
be operating at normal times for students who have a bus pass on return to 
school Thursday 11 March.  
 

School day 
 

We will continue to follow the staggered starts and finishes as we did during 
the Autumn term. Students are expected to arrive to school at their allocated 
start time. It is important to note the entry gate for your child to reduce the risk 
of students moving across bubbles in school.   
  
Students will exit the school site through the same allocated gates. Students 
will remain in their year group bubbles in their designated zone and not enter 
any other year group zones.  
  

Year Group  Start  End  Entry gate  Bubble  

7  8.30 am  3.00 pm  
Main  

(gate by driveway at the 
front of school)  

Humanities block 
(D)  

8  8.35 am  3.05 pm  
New side gate  

(entrance located at the 
front of the school)  

Science block (C)  

9  8.40 am  3.10 pm  Rear  English block (A)  

10  8.45 am  3.10 pm 
Main  

(gate by driveway at the 
front of school)  

Maths block (B)  

11  8.30 am  3.10 pm Pedestrian  Design block (F)  

Sixth Form  9.05 am  
As per 

timetable  
Pedestrian 

Sixth Form block and 
specialist rooms  
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Break and Lunch time arrangements 
 

As a reminder the school will be operates a cashless system. Students will be 
able to purchase food from their year group bubbles. However, we will no longer 
be able to accept cash in school and the machines that students have used in 
past will be out of commission. 
 

Please can you make sure that you upload money onto your child’s account 
online using the ParentPay system by Wednesday 10 March.  If you cannot 
upload directly to ParentPay please contact our Finance Department on 01889 
802440 or email finance@hartschool.org.uk.  
  
Free School Meals 
 

The Free School Meal voucher system will end on Friday 5 March; we will be 
providing in-house vouchers for Free School Meal students for week 
commencing Monday 8 March and will be in touch directly regarding the 
logistics of this.  
  
Additional support  
 

Lockdown has been a challenging period for all of us and we’d like to thank 
you for your continuing support during this difficult and uncertain time. If you 
or your child have any concerns about returning to school, or if you think your 
child might need extra support when they return, please get in touch with our 
attendance lead justine.rumsey@hartschool.org.uk.  
  
We would also like to thank you for all your support in helping your child learn 
from home. We will continue to keep in touch if we update our plans or if we 
need to make changes due to new Government guidance.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 

Miss R Sandham 
Principal 

mailto:finance@hartschool.org.uk
mailto:justine.rumsey@hartschool.org.uk

