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CHA/SPO 
8 February 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Safer Internet Day - Tuesday 9 February 2021 
 
This year Safer Internet Day UK has a focus on reliability online. We know the 
internet has an amazing range of information and opportunities online and 
during our tutor sessions this week, we will be encouraging students to identify 
how to separate fact and fiction. 
 
For parents and carers, this letter includes information to support with online 
safety and ways in which you can support your child or children with being as 
safe as they can online.   You don’t need to be an expert on the internet as there 
are advices and resources to help you work with your child to keep them safe. 
 
Recently, we have shared information on our school social media sites 
regarding social media platforms that parents may want to check their child’s 
access, personal information and images that they may have shared. 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Two websites with accessible guides for parents and carers about different 
social media platforms which are also linked on our school website are: 
 
The UK Safer Internet Centre  https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/about 
National Online Safety https://nationalonlinesafety.com 
 
 

Snapchat has a feature called “My Eyes Only”.  It can be found in the 
‘Memories’ section.  It is effectively a place where pictures can be stored 
that require a 4-digit pin to access.  Some parents are unaware that the 
app has this functionality.  We recommend you check your child’s phone 
and the images they have stored. 

 Omegle is a website that pairs random strangers for live text or video 
chats. Its slogan is “Talk to strangers!” There is an option for adult (18+) 
content and a section for people aged 13+ with parental permission. 
Anyone can use the site. Users simply go to Omegle.com and then 
choose ‘Text’ or ‘Video’ chat and the page states how many users are 
currently online. Depending on the time of day this can be hundreds of 
thousands.   The site has been known to feature inappropriate content 
within chats, so it’s important as parents or carers you are aware if your 
child is using this site. 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/about
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/
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Issues online can differ depending on a child’s age; however, there are four 
main areas you can support your child with: 
 

Conduct: children may be at risk because of sharing too much 
information.  Children need to be aware of the impact their online 
activity can have on both themselves and other people, and the digital 

footprint that they create on the internet.  It is important children and young 
people are aware of who is able to view and potentially share, the information 
that they may have posted.  Discuss with your child the importance of reporting 
inappropriate conversations, messages, images and behaviours and how this 
can be done. 
 

Content: age-inappropriate or unreliable content can be available to 
children and may be hurtful or harmful.  This is true for content 
accessed and viewed via social networks, online games, blogs and 

websites.  It is important that children consider the reliability of online material 
and be aware that it might not be true or written with a bias.  Children and young 
people may need your help with working out what might or might not be true. 
 

Contact: children can be contacted by bullies or people who groom or 
seek to abuse them.  New friends made online may not be who they 
say they are and once a friend is added to an online account, they may 

be sharing personal information with them.  Privacy settings online may allow 
you to customise the information that each friend is able to access.  If you do 
have concerns that your child is, or has been the subject of inappropriate sexual 
contact or approach by another person, it is vital you report it to the police via 
the Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (www.ceop.police.uk).  If 
your child is a victim of cyberbullying this can also be reported online and offline. 
Reinforce with your child the importance of telling a trusted adult straight 
away if someone is bullying them or making them feel uncomfortable, or if 
one of their friends is being bullied online. 

 
Commercialism: young people can be unaware of hidden costs and 
advertising in apps, games and websites.  Encourage your child or 
children to keep their personal information private, learn how to block 

both pop ups and spam emails, turn off in-app purchasing devices 
where possible and use a family email address when filling in online forms. 
 
If you have any concerns at all about your child’s/children’s internet safety 
please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs C Lewis    Mr D Thompson 
Assistant Principal   Vice Principal Achievement & Assessment 
Safeguarding Lead and SEND E-Safety Lead 

http://www.ceop.police.uk/

