
Geography Y7 Knowledge Organiser
Autumn 1 - Geography Jedis

2. Directions and Map Symbols

3. Scale and Measuring Distance

1. Types of Geography

4. Four and Six Figure Grid References

5. Showing height and relief on a map

6. Continents and Oceans of the world

The scale of a map shows how much you would have to enlarge 
your map to get an actual size of the piece of land. 
On the ordnance survey maps that we will use the scale is 1:25000 
meaning 4cm to 1km. That means if the distance between two 
spots on a map is 8cm – this means that the distance is 2km. 
We can measure the difference by using a ruler and to be more 
accurate using string to measure the route that you might take 
between any 2 places. 

On an ordnance survey map the height and shape of the land is shown using contour 
lines. These are brown in colour and joins points all together that are at the same 
height above sea level. We can also show height on a map using “shaded colouring” 
where the darker the colour the higher the land. Finally we use “spot heights” where on a 
map they show the highest point with a CIRCLE point and a number showing the height 
above sea level. 

Ordnance Survey maps are  covered in a series of blue grid lines. The vertical lines are called 
eastings and the horizontal lines are called northings. To work out the correct grid square 
you need to remember the rule ”go along the corridor and up the stairs.”

When reading maps it is very important to remember the points of a compass – North, East, 
South, West. If you are walking in a direction half way between two points on a compass you can 
say you are heading north-east, south-east, south-west or north-west. 
On ordnance survey maps we need to use different symbols to show the interesting things on a 
map such as roads, churches, campsites or railways which help us to interpret them. We must use 
the key to help understand what different map symbols are. 

In geography we study different types of geography including – physical, human and 
environmental. We study how these interact with each other. Physical geography is about 
what planet Earth is like. Human geography is about how and where we live. 
Environmental geography is about how we affect our surroundings.
By studying images we can clearly identify and distinguish between the different types of 
geography – for example if we look at an image of Blackpool we can clearly identify all 3 
types of geography – physical, human and environmental.

On a globe, continents are the easiest things to spot. A continent is a large solid area 
of land. Earth has seven continents. In order from largest to smallest, they are Asia, 
Africa, North America, South America, Antarctica, Europe, and Australia. Each 
continent is different and in many cases have unique geography, animal life and 
plants.  

There are 5 oceans covering 71% of the world’s surface. They include the Atlantic, 
Pacific, Indian, Southern and the Arctic Ocean.  

Four-figure grid references can be used to pinpoint a 
location to within a square. To find the number of the 
square:

1.Start at the left-hand side of the map and go east until 
you get to the bottom-left-hand corner of the square you 
want. Write this number down.
2.Move north until you get to the bottom-left corner of the 
square you want. Look at the number of this grid line and 
add it to the two-digit number you already have. This is 
your four-figure grid reference.
In this case, the tourist information office is in grid square 
4733.



Geography Y7 Knowledge Organiser
Autumn 2 – There's no place like home

1. Where is the UK? 5. Weather in the UK3. Development level of the UK 

2. What is the UK?

4. Physical Geography of the UK

United Kingdom Natural Resources:
The United Kingdom has fossil fuels of coal, petroleum and natural 
gas. Metal resources in the country include iron ore, lead, tin, zinc 
and gold. Numerous other natural resources present include salt, 
gypsum, potash, chalk, clay, silica sand, slate, limestone and arable 
land.

The name United Kingdom refers 
to the union of what were once 
four separate countries:

England, Scotland, Wales and 
Ireland (though most of Ireland 
is now independent). 
The UK's full name is: ‘The 
United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland.’

• British Isles is a region in 
north west Europe made up of 
2 islands (Britain and Ireland)

• United Kingdom = England, 
Wales, Scotland and Northern 
Ireland

• (Great) Britain = England, 
Wales, Scotland

The United Kingdom is a highly developed nation that exerts 
considerable international economic, political, scientific and 
cultural influence. Located off the northwest corner of Europe, 
the country includes the island of Great Britain – which contains 
England, Scotland and Wales – and the northern portion of the 
island of Ireland.

The nation’s global influence has its roots in the British Empire 
that formed during the European colonial era and peaked in the 
early 20th century before embarking on decolonization following 
World War II. The United Kingdom of today dates to the 
formation of the Medieval Kingdom of England, and later, the 
establishment of a constitutional monarchy and parliamentary 
democracy in the 17th century. The national government is 
divided between executive, legislative and judicial branches. The 
prime minister is the head of government and appoints members 
of the cabinet. 

The geology of the UK is complex and diverse, a result of it being 
subject to a variety of plate tectonic processes over a very 
extended period of time. Changing latitude and sea levels have 
been important factors in the nature of sedimentary sequences, 
whilst successive continental collisions have affected its geological 
structure with major faulting and folding being a legacy of each 
orogeny (mountain-building period), often associated with volcanic 
activity and the metamorphism of existing rock sequences. As a 
result of this eventful geological history, the UK shows a rich 
variety of landscapes.

The UK experiences a wide range of weather 
hazards. These include rain, wind, snow and 
drought.

The UK regularly experiences depressions, 
areas of low pressure, which bring strong winds 
and heavy rain, particularly to the west and 
north of the country. Data from the met office 
suggests mean temperatures in the UK are 
increasing. There has been an increase from 
around 8.3-degree celsius in 1910 to 9.25 in 
2015. This is an increase of almost one-degree 
Celsius. 

5. Climate of the UK 

In general we have warm summers and cool 
winters. Our summers are cooler than those on 
the continent, but the winters are milder. The 
overall climate in England is called temperate 
maritime. This means that it is mild with 
temperatures not much lower than 0ºC in 
winter and not much higher than 32ºC in 
summer.

Together, Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland form the 
United Kingdom. The name 
United Kingdom is often 
abbreviated to UK. The 
capital of the UK is London, 
where the UK government 
and parliament reside. 
Great Britain is the main 
island that includes 
Scotland, England and 
Wales.



Geography Y7 Knowledge Organiser
Spring 1 - Is Earth running out of resources?

1. What is sustainability 

4. Sustainability at home

5. Waste Management 

2. Sustainable resources 

3. Sustainable Countries 5.Climate change 

Three main levels of climate change impact
The global increase in temperatures can influence the physical, 
biological and human systems.

1. First, variations in the physical systems of the planet can be 
observed in the melting of the poles, which at the same time 
cause glacial regression, snow melting, warming and thawing 
of permafrost, flooding in rivers and lakes, droughts in rivers 
and lakes, coastal erosion, sea level rise and extreme natural 
phenomena.

2. In the biological systems, there is death of flora and fauna in 
terrestrial and marine ecosystems, wildfires and flora and 
fauna displacement searching for better life conditions.

3. In human systems, climate change affects and destroys 
crops and food production, causes disease and death, 
destruction and loss of economic livelihoods and migrations of 
climate refugees.

6. Ecological footprint 

Sustainability focuses on meeting 
the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their needs. 
The concept of sustainability is 
composed of three pillars: 
economic, environmental, and 
social—also known informally as 
profits, planet, and people.

What are the Primary Goals of Sustainability?

• The end of poverty and hunger
• Better standards of education and healthcare -

particularly as it pertains to water quality and better 
sanitation

• To achieve gender equality
• Sustainable economic growth while promoting jobs and 

stronger economies
• All of the above and more while tackling the effects of 

climate change, pollution and other environmental 
factors that can harm and do harm people's health, 
livelihoods and lives.

• Sustainability to include health of the land, air and sea

A sustainable resource is a resource that can be 
continuously replenished, or there is an endless amount of 
it that can be captured or harnessed and useful towards 
providing energy without there being a decrease in supply.

Sustainable resource management can help ensure that 
the use of resources does not cause an imbalance in the 
environment. Increasingly, sustainable practices are being 
encouraged to preserve animal and plant life for the 
benefit of future generations. An example of sustainable 
development is ecotourism. Tourists are able to enjoy 
areas of natural beauty without requiring overdevelopment 
that might harm the environment.
Recycling resources reduces waste. Used cans, bottles, 
paper and cardboard can be recycled, which reduces the 
need to use extra resources.

Iceland is one of the most sustainable countries in the 
world and it is likely that the country will continue to 
excel in a variety of environmental management areas. 
Some of the areas that the EPI highlights about this 
sustainable country are a low environmental burden of 
disease, low air pollution, high water quality for both 
humans and in ecosystems, pristine forests and effective 
management of timber reserves, and an effective climate 
change policy.

1. Make Use of Resale 
Stores For Clothing
2. Smart Paper Use
3. An Easy Way to 
Conserve Water
4. Favour Energy Star 
Appliances
5. Make Eco-Friendly 
Flooring Choices
6. Start a Compost Bin
7. Use LED Bulbs In 
and Around Your Home

Waste can be classified into five types of waste which is 
all commonly found around the house. These include liquid 
waste, solid rubbish, organic waste, recyclable rubbish and 
hazardous waste. Make sure that you segregate your waste 
into these different types to ensure proper waste removal.

To strengthen the global 
response to the threat of 
climate change, countries 
adopted the Paris 
Agreement at the COP21 in 
Paris, which went into force 
in November of 2016. In 
the agreement, all countries 
agreed to work to limit 
global temperature rise to 
well below 2 degrees 
centigrade. As of April 
2018, 175.

The Ecological Footprint of a person is calculated by 
adding up all of people's demands that compete for 
biologically productive space, such as cropland to grow 
potatoes or cotton, or forest to produce timber or to 
sequester carbon dioxide emissions.



Year 7 Geography Spring 2 Knowledge Organiser
Why does it always rain on me?

Key Terms Reasons for temperature difference in the UK



Human Geography Features Physical Geography Features
Deforestation The Congo Basin and parts of 

East Africa have suffered rapid 
deforestation.  According to 
UNEP parts of Africa are suffering 
deforestation at twice the world 
rate.  90% of West Africa’s 
forests are already destroyed.

Why?
Deforestation is 
often caused by 
unregulated 
logging and 
mining.

Key fact
W.Africa lost the 
highest % of 
tropical 
rainforests in the 
80s and 90s.

The Nile The Nile river is the longest 
river in Africa and the 
disputed longest in the 
world. It flows through four 
countries and has been vital 
to life for thousands of 
years.

Where?
Central Africa to 
Mediterranean 
North of Egypt.

Key fact
Its average discharge 
is 3.1 million litres 
(680,000 gallons) per 
second.

Poaching Africa faces a major poaching 
crisis as animals are being killed 
in order to sell body parts for 
vast sums of money.  Many 
animals are close to extinction.

Why?
Rhino horn is 
widely believed to 
cure illnesses.  It 
sells for more 
than gold.

Key Fact
As many as 
26,000 African 
elephants are 
killed by 
poachers each 
year.

Congo Basin The Congo Basin is the area 
around the Congo river 
largely made up of a large 
rainforest‐ the Congo 
rainforest is the second 
largest in the world and has 
relatively low deforestation.

What?
The Congo is the 
second longest 
river in Africa.

Key fact
The area is home to 
the last remaining 
mountain gorillas.

Atlantic slave 
trade

The Atlantic Slave Trade involved 
transporting thousands of 
enslaved western and central 
Africans to the Americas.  They 
were sold to slave traders against 
their will.

When?
This took place 
between the 18th
and 19th
centuries.

Key Fact
Conditions of the 
ships was 
appalling. And 
many died in 
transit.

The Serengeti The Serengeti National Park 
is a famous Tanzanian 
National Park famous for 
having over 1.5 million 
wildebeest and 230,000 
zebras.  It also holds a dense 
population of Nile crocodiles 
and honey badgers.

Where?
North‐western 
Tanzania
Covering 
14,750km

Key fact
The Massai people 
have hunted in the 
Serengeti for hundreds 
of years.

Poverty and 
famine

Many African countries are 
extremely poor.  When this is 
combined with a hot climate, 
poor housing, wars, and 
corruption there is little food to 
go around.  May people across 
East and Central Africa suffer 
from hunger/famine every day.

Who?
South Sudan
Nigeria
Somalia
Ethiopia

Key Fact
At least 15 
million people in 
Africa go hungry 
most days.

The Sahara 
desert

The Sahara is the largest hot 
desert in the world.  It is 
spread across almost all of 
North Africa.  It is believed 
that over‐grazing of cattle is 
causing the Sahara to grow 
larger still.

What?
There is very 
little vegetation 
and lots of sand.

Key fact
The temperature 
exceeds 50°C in 
Summer.

Year Geography Knowledge Organiser
This is Africa!

Africa is the second largest continent in 
the world.  It covers about 30.3 million 
km³, including its outlying lands.  This is 
about 20% of the earth’s land surface 
area.

It is also the second most populous 
continent in the world.  It has a 
population of about 1.2 billion people 
(about 10% of the world’s population).

The continent straddles the Equator 
with more of its landmass in the 
Northern hemisphere.

Central Eastern Africa is generally 
considered to be the birthplace of 
mankind: the place in which modern 
humans originated. 0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000
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Year 7 Geography Knowledge Organiser
Summer 2 -Climate CSI

Key Terms

Field work
Microclimate
Thermometer
Anemometer
Rain gauge
Air pressure
Hypothesis
Methodology
Results
Data presentation
Evaluation
Conclusion
Quantitative data
Qualitative data
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