
Year 8 English Literature Knowledge Organiser
Animal Farm- George Orwell

Characters (AO1):

Napoleon
The pig who emerges as the leader of 
Animal Farm after the Rebellion. Based on 
Joseph Stalin, Napoleon uses his dogs to 
intimidate the other animals and 
consolidate his power.
Snowball
The pig who challenges Napoleon for 
control of Animal Farm after the Rebellion. 
Based on Leon Trotsky, Snowball is 
intelligent, passionate, eloquent, and less 
subtle and devious than Napoleon.
Boxer
The cart-horse whose incredible strength, 
dedication, and loyalty play a key role in 
the early prosperity of Animal Farm, he 
naively trusts the pigs. 
Squealer
The pig who spreads Napoleon’s 
propaganda among the other animals.
Old Major
A respected boar; heavily influences 
Napoleon and his movement. Orwell used 
this character to represent Karl Marx and 
Vladimir Ilych Lenin
Clover
A good-hearted female horse and Boxer’s 
close friend. Clover often suspects the pigs 
of violating one or another of the 
Commandments, but she repeatedly 
blames herself for misremembering them.
Mollie
A vain mare who pulls Mr. Jones’s 
carriage. Mollie craves the attention of 
human beings and loves being groomed 
and pampered. She has a difficult time 
with her new life on Animal Farm.
Benjamin
The long-lived donkey who refuses to feel 
inspired by the Rebellion. Benjamin firmly 
believes that life will remain unpleasant no 
matter who is in charge.
Mr. Jones
The often drunk farmer who runs the 
Manor Farm, he over indulges while his 
animals have no food, he represents Tsar 
Nicholas II.

“Four legs good, two legs bad.” 

“All animals are equal, but some animals are 
more equal than others” 

“If you have your lower animals to contend 
with,” he said, “we have our lower classes!” 

“The pigs did not actually work, but directed 
and supervised the others. With their 
superior knowledge it was natural that they 
should assume the leadership.” 

“At this there was a terrible baying sound 
outside, and nine enormous dogs wearing 
brass-studded collars came bounding into 
the barn. They dashed straight for Snowball, 
who only sprang from his place just in time 
to escape their snapping jaws.” 

“The pigs now revealed that during the past 
three months they had taught themselves to 
read and write” 

“The birds did not understand Snowball's 
long words, but they accepted his 
explanation, and all the humbler animals set 
to work to learn the new maxim by heart.” 

“Is it not crystal clear, then, comrades, that 
all the evils of this life of ours spring from the 
tyranny of human beings?”

“The flag was green, Snowball explained, to 
represent the green fields of England, while 
the hoof and horn signified the future 
Republic of the Animals which would arise 
when the human race had been finally 
overthrown.” 

“All that year the animals worked like slaves. 
But they were happy in their work; they 
grudged no effort or sacrifice, well aware 
that everything that they did was for the 
benefit of themselves and those of their kind 
who would come after them, and not for a 
pack of idle, thieving human beings.”

• Leadership and Corruption 
• Control over the 

intellectually inferior 
• Lies and deceit 
• Foolishness and naivety 
• Violence 
• Pride and Ceremony
• Dreams, hopes and future 

plans

Context (AO3):

An allegorical tale with direct links to the history of the Soviet Union in the early 
20th century. 

The book charts the corruptions of Communist ideals of equality, where workers 
are promised equality and freedom and are eventually repressed and treated as 
bad, if not worse, as under the previous rule of the capitalist ‘Tsar’.

George Orwell – George Orwell was the writing name of Eric Blair (1903-1950). He 
was outspoken in his support of democratic socialism, and spoke out frequently 
against totalitarianism and social injustice. He wrote a wide range of fiction, poetry, 
literary criticism and polemical journalism, although without doubt his two most 
famous works are Animal Farm (1945) and Nineteen Eighty-Four (1949).
Nicholas II– Tsar Nicholas II was the last emperor of important. Russia. Tsar Nicholas 
was deemed to be a poor ruler – the country lost key battles against Japan and 
Germany during his reign, costing large military casualties and financial losses. 
There were also gross inequalities: Nicholas lived in luxury while thousands of 
unemployed peasants struggled to survive. Tsar Nicholas was eventually 
overthrown by the Bolsheviks and was executed in July 1917.
Karl Marx and Communism– Karl Marx was a German philosopher from the 19th 
Century, who rejected capitalism. He instead believed in the introduction of a 
system in which wealth was communal and labour was shared. He believed
this would produce a fairer, more stable way of life. Whilst he lived a long time 
before the Russian Revolution (and in a different country) his theories formed the 
foundations for what became Communism
The Russian Revolution – The revolution was the movement that removed the 
reigning Tsarist autocracy from power and led to the rise of the Soviet Union. The 
Bolsheviks, led by Vladimir Lenin, were able to overthrow the provisional 
government and establish their own federal government, creating the world’s first 
socialist republic. Eventually they became reconstituted as the Communist Party.
Jospeh Stalin –Following the death of Lenin in 1924, Stalin rose to power through 
discreetly canvassing, manipulating and intimidating others, sidelining other 
potential leaders such as Victor Trotsky. Under Stalin, the Soviet Union became 
more autocratic and totalitarian: he oversaw mass repressions, hundreds of 
thousands of executions and millions of non-combatant deaths. He has hence 
become known as one of the most significant and vilified figures of the 20th 
Century.

Form and Structure and Language AO2

Tone
The tone of Animal Farm is initially playful and lighthearted, but it becomes bitter as the story 
unfolds. The story begins with a tone suggesting the reader is embarking on a superficially silly 
story about ridiculous humans and talking animals. At the same time, by making a silly, playful, 
fun story out of the horrifying events of Stalin’s Terror, the novella also makes fun of Stalin, 
suggesting that ultimately the Soviet dictator is as laughable as a talking pig.
Foreshadowing
Animal Farm makes heavy use of foreshadowing. Most of the plot’s main events are 
foreshadowed in the opening chapter. This foreshadowing emphasizes the inevitability of what 
happens, suggesting that violent revolution is doomed to fail, and that power always corrupts.
Narrative Perspective
Animal Farm is told from a collective limited third-person point of view sometimes known as 
“village voice.” The narrator knows everything the animals see, say, know and do as a group. 
The narrator does not know what the pigs say and do when they are apart from the other 
animals, and we rarely see the action through the eyes of individual animals.. The collective 
point of view also shows how easily collective memory can be manipulated. Individual animals 
might remember what really happened at the Battle of the Cowshed, but because readers 
don’t have access to individual points of view, they can’t know for certain.
Setting
The Manor Farm—later called Animal Farm—is a small, independent farm somewhere in the 
English countryside. The name “Manor Farm” tells us that it was once owned by a local 
aristocrat, the lord of the manor. However, the farm has since come into the hands of Mr. 
Jones, an unsuccessful, lazy, drunken farmer. Within the novella’s allegory, the Manor Farm 
represents Russia and also the countries of Europe more generally: places once ruled by 
aristocrats, now ruled by capitalists, and ripe for a Communist revolution. However, the 
Englishness of the Manor Farm is also important. Small, independent farms are a treasured 
part of the British national self-image, emblems of the coziness and tranquility of English 
political life. By imagining such a farm undergoing a revolution, Animal Farm suggests that the 
corruption and bloodshed of Stalinism is much closer to home than British readers may realize.
Features of Allegory
Polarising Relationships – There needs to be oppositional views in the story in order for the 
reader to reflect on morals e.g. the views of Benjamin vs. the other animals during the 
revolution.
Symbolic Level Story – There must also be a deeper, more symbolic meaning to the story, e.g. 
The Russian Revolution and subsequent duel for authority.
Surface Level Story – There must be a literal story that works on a surface level, e.g. The story 
of the animals taking over a farm and then some of the animals disputing power.
Writer’s Values – The writer normally holds strong political or moral views about a topic, e.g. 
Orwell didn’t like how the Soviet Union had realised communism.
Motifs
Motifs are recurring structures, contrasts and literary devices used by the author to 
communicate the text’s major themes and ideas.
Eg. Songs

Animal Farm is filled with songs, poems, and slogans, including Major’s stirring “Beasts of 
England,” Minimus’s ode to Napoleon, the sheep’s chants, and Minimus’s revised anthem, 
“Animal Farm, Animal Farm.” All of these songs serve as propaganda, one of the major conduits 
of social control.

Characters Key Quotations

Themes

Form, Structure and Language AO2 Context A03

Life in the Communist Soviet Union – The 
working class in the Soviet Union were 
supposed to be the country’s ruling class 
under the doctrines from which their
socialism was derived, and yet they grew 
increasingly repressed throughout the 
progression of the USSR’s existence. It is 
generally accepted that the standard of 
living decreased, working conditions
deteriorated, and personal freedoms were 
significantly violated.



Year 8 Dystopian Heroes, Quirky Detectives and Villains of Horror 
Knowledge Organiser

1stperson: 
written as if the narrator is a character.
2nd person:
written as if the narrator is talking directly to the
reader. 
3rd person:
written as if the narrator is talking about the
characters and events.

Simile- Example: He was as timid as an 
urban fox.
Metaphor- Example: He was a night 
owl.
Pathetic Fallacy- Example: The sky 
became cloudy and darkness fell.
Personification-Example: The thorns 
gripped my shirt as I ran through.
Impressive Vocabulary-Example: Guile, 
Radiant, Irksome, Serpentine.
Noun, Adjective, Noun- Example: Blood 
red shoes
Alliteration- Example: Colin can’t catch!
Sensory Language- Example: I could 
taste blood streaming from my lip.

SPaG Vary sentence structure, try beginning a sentence with an adverb or a 
verb or use a semicolon to replace a conjunction like and or but.
Example: I am going to the shops and I am going to buy some pears.
I am going to the shops; I am going to buy some pears.
Example 2: Suddenly, there came a tapping.
Example 3: Running closer and closer to my target, I was almost with reach.
Remember to use paragraphing, separating these based on changing focus or 
theme and ensure you make your writing flow coherently. If you forget to 
paragraph, look for where you feel a change of paragraph would go and write 
// next to this.

Techniques Genre Definitions

SPaGTip Top Paragraphing

Dystopia: literature that describes an imaginary society that is as dehumanising and as 
unpleasant as possible.
Detective Fiction: is a subgenre of crime fiction and mystery fiction in which an investigator 
or a detective—either professional, amateur or retired—investigates a crime, often murder

Horror: a genre of speculative fiction which is intended to frighten, scare, or 
disgust.

Conventions of Dystopia

• Propaganda is used to control the citizens of 
society
• Information, independent thought and freedom 

are restricted
• A leader/concept is worshipped by the citizens of 
the society
• Citizens have a fear of the outside world
• Citizens live in a dehumanized state
• Citizens conform to uniform expectations
• Individuality and dissent are bad
• The society is an illusion of a perfect utopian world

Conventions of Detective 
Fiction

• a rational and intelligent detective
• a companion for the detective (usually less 

intelligent than the detective)
• a mystery – sometimes involving murder
• clues to the solution which the reader can enjoy as 

a puzzle
• build-up of tension
• a satisfactory resolution in which the mystery is 

solved
• Red herrings
• Villain usually disguised as someone you can trust

Conventions of Horror

• Gloomy, decaying setting (haunted houses or 
castles with secret passages, trapdoors, and other 
mysterious architecture)

• Supernatural beings or monsters 
(ghosts, vampires, zombies, giants)

• Curses or prophecies
• Intense emotions
• The Villain Is Dark and Alluring
• Short, abrupt sentences
• Plot twists
• Damsels in Distress



comparing things by saying something is something else e.g the belly of the 
waiting jeep 

making something seem alive and therefore doing something on purpose 
i.e. my bewildered lawn

making someone seem like an object, to make them seem emotionless
words starting with the same letter – sound them out and analyse the sound, 

e.g. 
an extreme exaggeration

A word that sounds like the thing that it is describing eg. rumbles and jingle
A way of describing something comparing it to something else eg. Trees falling heavy 

as whales
When an object is used to stand for something else, e.g. ‘the melting pot’ in ‘The 

British’ is a symbol foe England
words that contrast each other that are  placed next to each other. Eg. dark light 
When one word or phrase is repeated, e.g. the earth is the earth is the earth

The form of a verb used to give commands, e.g. ‘Take some scots.’
formal ‘correct’ English

Langage which isn’t standard English

– when there is a consistent rhyme pattern i.e. aa bb or ababcc or 
abab cdcd

– when there is no pattern
- when 1 line of a poem runs into another

– a verse
- is one line longer or shorter, if so why?

– 2 line rhymes
– 14 line poem in iambic pentameter 
– when there is punctuation in the middle of a line

: A poem that only uses a single speaker 

however whereas in contrast instead of likewise
alternatively but equally       in the same way 
on the other hand unlike similarly  

M
e
an

in
g

What is the poem about?

Does it have a message?

What is the poet discussing?

Is there an overall theme and idea in the poem?

Im
ag
e
ry

What pictures do you get in your mind when you read the poem?

Does the poem contain similes/metaphors or personification?

Why do you think the poet has included these images in the poem?

La
n

g
u

a
g

e What words 
has the poet 
used to 
create an 
image?

Are there any 
complicated 
words?

Is the 
language
simple to 
understand? 

Which words 
and phrases 
create the 
images?

E
ff

e
c

t

What is 
the effect 
of the 
poem?

What does 
the poem
make you 
feel/think 
about?

What opinion 
does it show 
about the 
subject?

What is the poet 
trying to say about 
their subject?

St
ru
ct
u
re

How many stanzas/verses

What is the structure?

Line length/rhyme scheme? 

John Keats, Carol Ann Duffy, William Wordsworth, Maya Angelou, 
Wilfred Owen, W.H. Auden, William Blake, Rupert Brooke, Simon 

Armitage, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Lord Byron, Ted Hughes, Percy 
Bysshe Shelley, Imtiaz Dharker, Emily Dickenson, Philip Larkin, Owen 

Sheers, William Shakespeare, Oscar Wilde, Alfred Lord Tennyson, 
Rudyard Kipling, Christina Rossetti, T.S Eliot, Robert Louis Stevenson

Year 8 Poetry Knowledge Organiser
Literature Paper 1- Section B



Text Type

H
e

a
d

li
n

e
/ 

H
e

a
d

in
g

/ 
Ti

tl
e

S
u

b
h

e
a

d
in

g
s

R
a

n
g

e
 o

f 

se
n

te
n

c
e

 t
y

p
e

s

U
se

 o
f 

d
is

c
o

u
rs

e
 

m
a

rk
e

rs
 f
o

r 

p
a

ra
g

ra
p

h
s

In
tr

o
d

u
c

ti
o

n
 w

it
h

 

a
n

 o
p

e
n

in
g

 t
o

p
ic

 

se
n

te
n

c
e

R
a

n
g

e
 o

f 
d

e
v
ic

e
s 

a
n

d
 l
a

n
g

u
a

g
e

 

te
c

h
n

iq
u

e
s 

u
se

d

C
o

n
c

lu
d

in
g

 

p
a

ra
g

ra
p

h

Other details

Formal letter ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

• Include your address on the right hand side and theirs on the left, with the date underneath
• Open with ‘Dear Sir/ Madam’ or their name if you know it
• Sign off with  ‘sincerely’ if you know their name or ‘faithfully’ if you don’t

Informal letter
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

• Put your address on the right hand side
• Start with ‘Dear’ or ‘To’
• Use formal language, but you can be more casual about it
• Sign of with ‘from’ or ‘with love’

Article
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ • Follow the inverted pyramid of journalism: Who? What? Where? When? Why? And How?

• Give clear details and explain why.

Speech
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ • Ensure when you address your audience you make it clear you are speaking and not writing to them

• Use a wide range of rhetoric in your speech

Leaflet
✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

• You don’t need to lay this out like a leaflet with drawings or colours.
• Focus on creating sections with suitable sub-heading for each one

Year 8 Spring 2 | Writing is Fighting! | Knowledge Organiser
Paper 1 Section B: Transactional Writing

Basic Punctuation

.,!?

Complex Punctuation

;:-”()…

Personal pronouns- replaces the noun ‘I’ ‘We’ ‘You’
Emotive language- makes you feel a particular emotion e.g. anger/ sadness
Rhetorical question- Gets you to consider you viewpoint, often is a loaded question
Statistics- numerical facts e.g. 50% of people believe…
Using authority figures – When you use a figure of importance in that field to make your point e.g.
Ronaldo selling football boots
Anecdotes- A short story to illustrate/ back up your ideas
Direct address- When you speak to the audience directly
Exaggeration- When you suggest something is more or less than it actually is
Repetition- When you repeat a word/ phrase/ idea several times within your work

Direct address
Anecdote/ Alternative argument
Fact
Opinion
Rhetorical question/ Repetition
Exaggeration/ Emotive language
Statistic
Triples (lists of 3)

Before you start writing think about the GAPS!

Genre – what are you being asked to write?

Audience – who are you writing for?

Purpose – what are you trying to achieve?

Style – formal or informal?

Discourse Markers

Position Emphasis Addition Contrast

At the start
Firstly
Secondly
Thirdly
Next
Meanwhile
Subsequently
Finally
In conclusion

Importantly
Significantly
In particular

Furthermore
Additionally
In addition
As well as

Although
Whereas
Otherwise
Alternatively
Nevertheless

Purpose

Persuade

Argue

Advise

Inform
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