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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As the Head of Year 7, I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to 
The Hart School.  As your child comes to the end of their first full week with us, I 
am delighted to be able to share some of the highlights, as well as provide you 
with a reminder of some key information. 
 
Your child’s first day was based around welcomes, introductions and 
orientations. They will have met their tutor teacher, Miss Sandham, Principal, 
and other key staff including Mrs Bugler, one of our Year 7 Student Support 
Officers and myself. 
 
More importantly, they all had the opportunity to meet and learn about the other 
children in their tutor group. New friends were made and laughs were shared. 
Pupils took advantage of the fantastic food in the restaurant and with a tour of 
the school they were able to start orientating themselves, working out where 
their lessons would be taking place.  Everyone looked incredibly smart and 
showed their very best manners to all. 
 
As we greeted the rest of the school back to start the term on Monday, lessons 
began after another orientation session in tutor. The Year 7s were excited to get 
going and experienced new subjects and topics. We saw lab equipment being 
demonstrated in Science, ahead of experiments taking place. 
 
Groups dived straight into PE, Music and Dance with enthusiasm. The corridors 
rang with the sound of Spanish being practised and students began their English 
lessons and were able to show off their writing skills. 
 
Our Math teachers began the next steps on our students’ journeys in learning 
new numeracy skills. There were exciting introductions into the investigative 
worlds of History and Geography. They tried out the new technology in IT.  
 
Teachers in Art and Design lessons explained what exciting learning awaits and 
all students were introduced to Life Skills lessons in which they will be learning 
about important social and world issues. 
 
I was pleased to see how the Year 7s made every effort to take part and join in, 
thrilled with their first week and I look forward to seeing them settle into the first 
term with us here at The Hart School. 
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I would, however, also like to take this opportunity to remind you of some 
important information. 
 
School Photos 
 
Year 7 individual photographs are being taken in school on Thursday 16 
September.  Please ensure your child arrives in complete uniform. 
 
ParentPay 
 
We operate a cashless system in school.  In previous communication you will 
have received details of how to set up your child’s account. If you have not yet 
set up the account, please do so, as it provides your child with a unique code 
that they use to pay for the food they wish to purchase if you place money on 
the account. Importantly, we use this system for all payments such as 
equipment and trips.  Therefore, it is essential that you can access ParentPay.  
If you require any assistance with this please contact the finance team on 
finance@hartschool.org.uk 
 
Chromebooks 
 
A reminder that the Chromebook agreements need returning if you have not yet 
done so.  We will begin distributing the devices next week. There is still time to 
sign up to the scheme should you wish. Information on the scheme can be found 
here: https://www.hartschool.org.uk/main/parents/chromebook-scheme-2021 
 
Lunches and Free School Meals 
 
The school canteen is open before school from 8.10 am to 8.25 am, to allow 
access to breakfast club as well as during break and lunch. There is an 
automatic spend limit for a pupil for each day set at £6. Tutors have a copy of 
the menu available and it is also published in the canteen so that your child is 
aware of what the meal of the day is from day to day. 
 
Free School Meals  
 
Signing up to Free School Meals (FSM) will ensure your child is eligible for 6 
years, regardless of changes in situations.  If you have previously applied whilst 
your child was at primary school, you may wish to re-apply so that this support 
remains active throughout your child’s time with us. There is a link to the 
Staffordshire County Council application on the school website: 
https://www.hartschool.org.uk/main/hart-school/free-school-meals 
The online registration is quick and easy to fill in. 
 
If your child is in receipt of free school meals, then they will need to be aware of 
their allowance.  £1.70 is available for breakfast. This additional funding is 
provided by the school to support a positive start to your child’s day.  If not used 
for purchase of a breakfast, the funding is not carried over to break/lunch time. 
 
There is an allowance of £2.30 to use over break and lunch.  We recommend 
your child brings a snack and/or drink in for break so that they are able to spend 
the £2.30 at lunchtime. 
 

mailto:finance@hartschool.org.uk
https://www.hartschool.org.uk/main/parents/chromebook-scheme-2021
https://www.hartschool.org.uk/main/hart-school/free-school-meals
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If students wish to purchase their snack from the canteen rather than bring one 
to school, please remember to activate ParentPay as you will need to put money 
on their account. 
 
All pupils are encouraged to bring snacks and water/juice from home for the day. 
Please note that fizzy drinks or energy drinks are not allowed in school. 
 
Uniform 
 
To ensure that any misplaced articles can be returned, please can ask I ask that 
all uniform and equipment is clearly named. You may wish to do the same for 
bags, bottles and lunchboxes. 
 
GL Assessments 
 
Your child will sit GL assessments during week commencing Monday 20 
September.  Please reassure your child that these assessments are nothing to 
worry about.  They are to provide us with baseline information about your child 
so that we can tailor our teaching to meet their learning requirements. 
 
Year 7 Settling-in Evening 
 
On Thursday 23 September there is the opportunity to meet your child’s form 
tutor. They see your child each day and is your main point of contact with the 
school.  Please put the date in your diary.  Full details for the event will follow 
shortly. 
 
For the majority of students, joining Year 7 is an anxious but exciting time, as 
they learn new routines and start new subjects and I have been impressed with 
how well they are settling.  The Year 7 team and I very much look forward to 
working with you and your child over the course of this year. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
 

Mrs E Knight 
Head of Year 7 


