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DTH/SPO 
4 October 2021 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers and Students 
 
Update for summer 2022 examination arrangements 
 
The government has recently provided updates on the planned arrangements 
for examinations in summer 2022. We would like to take the opportunity to write 
to you to provide an update and hopefully some clarification. 
 
Next year, in summer 2022, students will sit exams. The government and 
schools recognise that students have faced disruption over the last two years 
and so the Department for Education (DfE) and Ofqual have taken measures to 
ensure that students are not disadvantaged. 
 
The government states that exams are the best and fairest form of assessment. 
In a recent consultation, led by the DfE and Oqual, it focused on what 
adaptations should be made to GCSE, AS and A level exams in 2022 in 
response to the pandemic. The following was found: 
 

• 90% of students and parents/carers were in favour of giving advance 
information on the focus of exams next summer to support students with 
revision. 

• 80% per cent or more agreed with offering choices of topics in some GCSE 
subjects. 

 
The following measures are being proposed by the government to ensure that 
students are not disadvantaged. 
 
1. Adaptations to exams  

 
Students will benefit from a range of adaptations to GCSE, AS and A level 
exams in England; these adaptations will help them reach their potential 
following the disruption the have faced. 

 
They include: 
• A choice of topics or content on which students will be assessed in 

GCSE English literature, history, ancient history and geography. 
• Providing advance information on the focus of exams to support 

students’ revision in subjects where there is not a choice of topics. 
• Giving students formulae sheets in GCSE maths and revised equation 

sheets in GCSE combined science and physics. 
• Changing requirements for practical science work and practical art and 

design assessments to ensure fairness. 
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2. Changes to grading 
 
As we return to exams, we want to get back to the pre-pandemic standard, 
but in the interests of fairness, Ofqual (who take the decisions on grading) 
won’t do so in one jump. 
 
Instead, 2022 will be a transition year to reflect that we are in a pandemic 
recovery period and students’ education has been disrupted. In 2022, the 
aim, therefore, will be to move grading to a point close to midway between 
2021 and 2019. 

 
Results are likely to be higher than in 2019, but not as high as in 2020.  
Ofqual aims to return to results that are in line with pre-pandemic years in 
2023. 

 
When will GCSE exams happen? 
 
GCSE exams will happen in May and June 2022, as normal. Summer exam 
dates will shortly be released by JCQ and will be shared as soon as possible. 
 
When will A-Level exams happen? 
 
A-Level exams will happen in May and June 2022 as normal. Summer exam 
dates will shortly be released by JCQ and will be shared as soon as possible. 
 
When will the relevant information be released in advance of assessments 
to support students? 
 
Advance information on the focus of summer exam content will be given in early 
February 2022.  
 
When will students receive their results? 

• A and AS-Level results day will be held on 18 August 2022. 

• GCSE results day will be held on 25 August 2022. 
 
We hope you find the information contained in this letter useful.  If you have any 
questions or queries, please do not hesitate to contact me by email 
david.thompson@hartschool.org.uk or telephone 01889 802440. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr D Thompson 
Assistant Principal – Assessment and Data 
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