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RSA/SPO 
17 December 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 

End of Term Update 
 
I am writing to you to thank you all so much for the support you have given the school 
this term. This has been another extremely challenging year and term for us all. 
 
So, at this time of year we normally reflect on the year that has passed and look 
forward to the New Year. Personally, I am so thankful for the hard work, determination 
and resilience that the students and staff have shown this year despite all the 
continued unprecedented challenges we have experienced. 
 
The students have adapted so well to all the changes and routines in school. They 
have followed the one-way systems, moved around school sensibly, remained 
respectful and considered each other’s safety by wearing their masks. 
 
The children have been a true credit to all parents, carers and the community.  I am so 
proud of The Hart School Family and how we continue to work together to get through 
the ups and downs and challenges of Covid-19. 
 
High expectations of uniform 
 
We expect all students to be smart because we are a school with traditional values. 
The expectation is that all students are in full school uniform every day.  
 
We would like to draw parents’ and carers’ attention to a letter that was sent out on 22 
October 2021 as a reminder of our uniform expectations:  
https://www.hartschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/School-uniform-
expectations-update-October-2021.pdf 
 
We understand that some students may decide to have facial piercings, fake nails, 
fake tan and/or unnatural hair colouring over the festive period. We remind students 
and parents/carers that on return to school the following is not permitted: 
 

• Fake tan - this should be removed 

• Facial piercings - any nose/facial piercings are be removed including clear retainers 

• Unnatural hair colouring, all hair should be of a natural colour 

 
 

https://www.hartschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/School-uniform-expectations-update-October-2021.pdf
https://www.hartschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/School-uniform-expectations-update-October-2021.pdf


 

2 

 
 
 
Incorrect uniform will be challenged on arrival at the school gate by senior staff. I 
would therefore ask all parents/carers to ensure that this is resolved before your child 
returns to school. We want all students to make a positive start to the new term; 
please use this time over the holiday to refresh any uniform that needs replacing.  
 
Other mitigations within school  
 
At the time of writing there has been no further guidance from the government about 
the reintroduction of some of the previous mitigations (face masks in class, staggered 
starts and finishes, year bubbles etc) for January. However, it is likely that some may 
be required due to the highly infectious nature of the Omicron variant.  
 
If I receive any further updates during the holiday, I will be in touch with parents and 
carers to let them know what measures we have been asked to take. I hope that 
everyone gets to have a restful, Covid-free holiday and I look forward to seeing 
everyone again in 2022! 
 
Return to school 
 
You may be aware that the government has asked us to undertake an on-site 
Lateral Flow Test for children on return to school in January. This will commence from 
Wednesday 5 January. Thank you to all parents and carers who have given consent 
and are supportive of this measure. 
 
Timetable 
 

Year Group Date Provision 
Return to 
school 

INSET 
Tues 4 
January 

2022 
School is not open to students on this day. Closed 

Year 11 
& 

Year 10 

Wed 5 
January 

2022 

Year 11 - testing between 9.00am – 12.00pm 

Year 10 - testing between 1.00pm – 15.00pm 

Students are expected to continue with their learning 
remotely via the school website on this day. 

Thursday 6 
January 2022 

Year 9 
& 

Year 8 

Thurs 6 
January 

2022 

Year 9 - testing between 9.00am – 12.00pm 

Year 8 - testing between 1.00pm – 15.00pm 
 
Students are expected continue with their learning 
remotely via the school website on this day.  

Friday 7  
January 2022 

Year 7 
& 

Year 12, 13  

Fri 7 
January 

2022 

Year 7 - testing between 9.00am – 12.30pm 

Year 12 &13 - testing between 1.00pm – 15.00pm 

 
Students are expected to continue with their learning 
remotely via the school website on this day. 

Monday 10  
January 2022 
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From Wednesday 5 January, students will access live lessons on the days they are 
not involved in testing. These will be set up in your child’s Teams channel. This has 
been demonstrated to all students as a reminder again this week.  
 
All students return to school at 8.30 am on Monday 10 January 2022. 
 
Staffordshire Covid-19 Education Winter Fund Free School Meal Vouchers 
 
Staffordshire County Council will be providing vouchers for the Christmas holiday 
period to students eligible for free school meals.  If your child is eligible for free school 
meals, you will by now have received an email from the school containing your 
voucher. 
 
If you or anyone you know needs to access the food bank over Christmas, please 
visit: https://rugeley.foodbank.org.uk/get-help/. 
 
Finally, I would like to wish you all a lovely Christmas and Happy New Year.  I hope 
you all have a relaxing time over the festive season.  We are looking forward to 
returning in January, to a New Year and new term, with refreshed enthusiasm and 
hope for the future. 
 
Your sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss R Sandham 
Principal 
 

https://rugeley.foodbank.org.uk/get-help/

