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RSA 

02 January 2022 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I hope that you and your family have had a restful and enjoyable Christmas break, 

I would also like to wish you all a prosperous new year.   

I am writing to you as I’m sure most of you will be aware, the government issued 

updates to their Covid-19 guidance over the weekend.   

Please see below for details of what we will be doing as a school in response to 

the new guidance.  We will begin implementing these changes from 4 January 

2022.  Please help us ensure that all students are aware of these changes by 

talking to your child/children about them. 

 

Updated guidance on the use of face coverings  

From Sunday 2 January 2022, the Department for Education has announced that 

face coverings are to be worn by students in years 7-13 in classrooms on return to 

school. The government have stated that face coverings in the classroom for 

students is a short term measure and that they will review on Wednesday 26 

January 2022. 

As previously communicated, face coverings must be plain black/grey or a 

disposal medical face covering.  Face coverings must be worn as outlined below 

by all students unless they are exempt. Where students are exempt, students will 

be provided with an exempt card. Please contact your child’s year team via email 

(on the school website) if they should be added to the exempt list.    

 

When face coverings are expected to be worn by students 

• On entrance and when leaving school grounds  

• In classrooms   

• In corridors, communal areas and lunch queues 

• When moving during lesson change over 

• In PE changing rooms 

• When travelling on public or school transport. 
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When students don’t need to wear face coverings 

• During PE and Performing Arts lessons 

• Outside when sat down during social time. 

 

Face coverings for staff 

We would not ordinarily expect teachers to wear a face covering in the classroom 

to support the lesson delivery, although some teachers may choose to wear a 

mask when circulating around the room to support students learning. 

All staff will continue to wear a face covering unless exempt when moving around 

the school. 

Assemblies 

These will take place virtually until further notice. 

Ventilation 

Windows should be opened in all classrooms where possible. Students are not 

allowed to wear coats in lessons. School jumpers are available for purchase at 

Blueprint or Uniform Plus in town.  

Social Distancing 

There are no changes to social distancing rules for now. 

Hygiene 

Students and staff will be expected to use hand sanitiser when they arrive in 

school.  This will happen on entrance to the first classroom of the day. 

Students will be expected to use hand sanitiser every time they enter/return to a 

classroom throughout the school day. 

We will continue to ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting and 

implementing the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach. 

Lateral Flow Device (LFD) Testing at school 

As you are aware, we will be testing students on site on their return to school in 

January. 

The only change in guidance here is where students have tested positive for 

COVID-19 within the last 90 days, the government are now strongly encouraging 

students to take part in LFD testing on-site or at home once they have completed 

their isolation period for their prior infection. 

LFD Testing at home 

We continue to encourage staff and students to test twice weekly using LFD tests. 

We encourage tests to be uploaded on Sunday and Wednesday evenings. 
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Changes to the self-isolation period for individuals who test positive for 

COVID-19 

Since Wednesday 22 December, the 10 day self-isolation period for people who 

record a positive PCR test result for COVID-19 has been reduced to 7 days.   

Individuals may now take LFD tests on day 6 and day 7 of their self-isolation 

period. Those who receive two negative test results are no longer required to 

complete 10 full days of self-isolation.  

The first test must be taken no earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation period and 

tests must be taken 24 hours apart. If both these test results are negative, and you 

do not have a high temperature, you may end your self-isolation after the second 

negative test result and return to your education setting from day 8. 

 

Daily testing for close contacts of COVID-19 

Staff and students who are fully vaccinated, who are identified as a close contact 

of someone with COVID-19, should take an LFD test every day for seven days and 

continue to attend school as normal, unless they have a positive test result or 

develop symptoms at any time. 

If your child develops symptoms of covid-19 then they should isolate immediately 

and take a PCR test. Please inform the school if your child develops COVID-19 

symptoms or tests positive via email covid@hartschool.org.uk or call 01889 

802440. 

Staffing 

You no doubt will have seen the pressures on schools with staffing in the news 
recently.  We recognise that the high rates of COVID-19 may cause difficulties with 
the availability of staff. Our shared priority is to keep the school open and to 
continue with face-to-face education. Last term we were delighted to have no 
external supply in school. However, where workforce issues arise, we will adapt 
accordingly to ensure our school remains open where possible and safe to do so. 
 
 

As always, we must continue to take a balanced approach to such measures, 

ensuring student and staff health as far as possible whilst minimising disruption to 

students’ education and we thank you for your support in helping us keep the 

school running as safely and effectively as possible for your children. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

 
Ms R Sandham 
Principal  

mailto:covid@hartschool.org.uk

