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13 May 2022 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

RE: GCSE Exams 2022 Information 

As we approach the main exam period beginning on Monday 16 May 2022, I write to you to 
give you some information regarding this period.   
 
Study Leave   
 
All students will be expected to attend school as normal throughout the exam period. We 
will not be permitting ‘study-leave’. The best place for your child to be during the exam 
period is in front of excellent subject specialists. Absence will be recorded as unauthorised. 
Students will be given exit timetables during the exam period where they will be directed to 
the subjects yet to be examined once they have finished all their exams in a particular 
subject. Further information and adjusted timetable can be found here - 
https://www.hartschool.org.uk/students/exam-information   
 
Year 11 Support   
 
We have put in place several strategies to support and prepare our students for their 
upcoming exams:  
 

• Half term interventions  

• Targeted tutor time with teaching of Maths, English and Science by specialist 
teachers  

• Revision Guides – please encourage your child to use these guides to support them  
with their revision  

• Intervention sessions after school  
  
During the exam window, we will be offering breakfast club from 8.00 am to allow students 
to have water, fruit and cereal bars, free of charge, before their exam that morning.  
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Arrangements for when students have exams   
 
Full correct school uniform must be worn for all exams otherwise students will be sent 
home to change. Students may have exams in either the morning or the afternoon. If  
students have a morning exam, they will be expected to be in school by 8.30 am at the 
latest, although we would encourage students to be in earlier so that they can have some 
breakfast in the canteen. At 8.40 am all students sitting an exam will attend an exam 
preparation briefing.   
 
These sessions will be led by the subject or faculty leader and are aimed at calming 
students and ensuring they are ready before their exam. These sessions are an important 
part of the pre-exam routine, and it is therefore critical all students attend.   
 
If students have an exam in the afternoon, they will have their exam preparation briefing 
during their normal Period 3. They will then have lunch, and exams will start between 1.00 
and 1.30 pm.   
 
Students must remember to bring a full set of equipment in a clear pencil case to each 
exam.   
 
This must include but is not limited to: 
  

• At least TWO black pens  
• A pencil  
• A rubber  
• A ruler  
• A protractor  
• A calculator  
 

I also want to take this opportunity to remind you about the zero-tolerance policy on mobile 
phones in exams. Under no circumstances should students have any electronic device on 
their person when in an exam, and the exam regulator have recently updated their 
guidance to ban all watches. If students are worried about leaving electronic equipment in 
their bags during their exam, we suggest they simply leave them at home. Guidance can be 
found here - https://www.hartschool.org.uk/students/exam-information   
 
Prom   
 
The Hart School prom will take place on 12 July 2022. Our students are immensely excited 
and have already started planning what this special event will look like. It is a night that 
promises to be filled with fun, amazing food and great music: a night that will last long in the 
memories of our students. 
   
It is also important everyone’s behaviour is excellent during this period. Therefore, any 
student suspended from school or any repeated time in Reflection will result in them not 
being permitted to attend the prom.   
 
Also, failure to attend any GCSE exams or assessments will also result in students not 
being permitted to attend.   
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What to do if your child is unwell before an exam (including respiratory illnesses, flu 
and covid):   
 
The NHS have confirmed that Covid testing should not be done unless you have certain 
medical conditions, and you need to test to get special medicines. Covid is now classed 
alongside other illnesses and will be treated as such for exam purposes.   
 
If your child has a high temperature, is very unwell and cannot physically leave the house to 
come to the exam, please ring school as early as possible on the day of their exam to 
discuss this with senior exam staff, who will advise you what action needs to be taken. In 
certain circumstances school may be able to apply for dispensation.   
 
If your child has mild cold symptoms, stomach, or headaches etc, they will be expected to 
attend their exam.   
 
In the rare event that your child has had to be tested for Covid-19 for medical reasons and 
this is positive, please contact school as soon as possible to speak to senior exam staff 
who will advise. Proof will be requested of this circumstance. If in this circumstance your 
child still feels well and wants to attend for their exam, measures can be put in place to 
accommodate this in school.   
 
Please contact school as early as possible in any of these circumstances by ringing 01889 
802440 and asking for Fran Kinnstein to resolve any issues. If you have any questions 
regarding the information contained in this letter, please contact 
David.thompson@hartschool.org.uk  
 
Results Days  
 
We will issue results to Year 11 students, in person, on Thursday 25 August at school. 
Further details will follow in due course.  
 
We would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our Year 11 students the very best of 
luck for their final exams and the future.  

 

Yours sincerely  

Mr D. Thompson 

Assistant Principal Data & Assessment   
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