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“Extra-curricular opportunities are 
varied and give sixth formers further 
opportunity to broaden their cultural, 
linguistic and social horizons.”
Ofsted 2018



At The Hart School, our aim is to ensure all 
students continue their journey into adulthood as 
confident, capable and successful people who can 
take control of, and enjoy, their future lives.  

We encourage and work with students so they 
can concentrate on learning in a co-operative 
environment, valuing everyone’s positive 
contribution and promoting a strong sense of 
community and responsibility towards others. 

Every child has the potential to develop and 
to achieve highly. It is our role as teaching 
professionals to foster within them a deep passion 
for learning. We aim to instil in our students the 
notion of a growth mindset; the belief that they 
can get better at anything through hard work, high 
challenge, determination and practice. 

A successful education is based on partnership 
and we know it is vital to work with parents 
and the community we serve. Your child is now 
approaching an important transition in statutory 
education and must take the crucial decision of 
selecting the most appropriate school. By investing 
time and effort in developing strong professional 
relationships with our family of primary schools, 
the UK’s leading universities, as well as local and 
national businesses, we are confident that we can 
offer an exciting, ambitious and seamless pathway 
through Key Stage 3 and 4, to our Sixth Form, and 
onwards to university, apprenticeships and beyond. 

A very
warm welcome

Every student is important 
to us, and everyone should 
experience a first class 
education, with high challenges 
and equally high expectations. 

Ms Rachael Sandham, Principal



We recognise that all our young adult students are 
individuals and they deserve the best individual 
education and support that meets their aspirations 
and unique needs.

You will see from this prospectus that we recognise 
you have a choice of which pathway you wish 
to pursue, whether that be a scholastic A Level 
route to university, or the equally valued Post 16 
vocational route to apprenticeships and the world 
of work. We offer you that choice of Sixth Form or 
Post 16 all with the outstanding facilities, support 
and experienced professional teaching that the 
School has to offer.

The vibrant, challenging and well resourced sixth 
form community at The Hart School can offer each 
student a tailored pathway to achieve success and 
to ‘be better than they thought they could be’. Our 
student body consistently achieve strong outcomes 
and go onto study at some of the UK’s leading 
universities, or into employment with some of the 
country’s leading businesses. 

We believe that The Hart School sixth form will 
allow you to develop and grow as an individual, to 
realise your unique talents, to learn and to learn to 
love learning, to meet and mix with new friends, 
and prepare you for the next step of your journey.

Being a student at The Hart School Sixth Form 
means that you will have the chance to take part in 
a wide range of opportunities and  experiences  that 
will help shape you as an individual and give you 
the necessary skills you need to succeed when you 
finish. Your only limits will be your own ambitions.

Preparation
For Life

The progression into sixth 
form is a life stage which is 
both daunting and exciting 
in equal measures, and the 
choices you make now will 
impact not only your future 
career prospects but also your 
future happiness as a well 
rounded and engaged member 
of society. 

Mr Ben Brennan, Head of Sixth Form



“I’m encouraged to achieve my 
best in everything I do and feel 

empowered to be successful”



“My teachers always expect the 
best of me - they try to get the 
most out of me. They really help 
me to succeed.”



At The Hart School, we encourage every 
student to become the best possible 
version of themselves and strive to do 
their best in everything they do.

It starts with the strong connections our teachers develop with each 
and every student who they share the learning environment with 
every day. We call it togetherness. 

We want our students to become independent learners who are 
critical in their thinking, informed in their choices and confident in 
their ability to succeed in the modern world. We expect them to be 
respectful and tolerant; driven and confident and to always strive for 
the best. In addition to their academic lives we also want our students 
to benefit from extra-curricular experiences in the arts, design, sport 
and culture which will help them become well-rounded, balanced 
adults.

Our students are at the heart of everything we do. The curriculum 
is student-centred and we aim for their education to be inspiring, 
stimulating, challenging and ensures that we provide a positive 
memorable experience that creates rich opportunities. This allows 
every student to excel irrespective of their background or ability.

We ensure that every student in the sixth form is given access to 
good, independent careers advice and is able to take part in a wide 
range of enrichment activities to develop their individual profile. A 
Hart School Sixth Form student leaves us equipped to take on any 
challenge.

WE CAN • WE WILL • WE DO.

Vision, ethos &
our values



We are proud of our record 
of enabling students to achieve 
success in their chosen 
professions and career paths.

This next step on your educational journey 
should be as exciting as it is challenging. You’re an 
individual, and as such, you need to make choices 
that meet your needs and your learning style. 

Do not underestimate the importance of the 
decisions you make now as they will impact not 
only your future career prospects, but also your 
future happiness as a well-rounded and engaged 
member of society.

We recognise that all our young adult students are 
individuals, and you deserve the best individual 
education and support that meet your aspirations 
and unique needs. 

All our students will be prepared for the rich and 
varied world of work, and prepared for life! You’ll 
see from this prospectus that we recognise you 
have a choice of which pathway you wish to pursue, 
either apprenticeships and the world of work, or 
university. 

We offer you the choice of courses supported by 
the outstanding facilities and the experienced 
professional teaching that the sixth form has 
to offer. With excellent resources on site, and a 
vibrant, challenging culture, our students will be 
encouraged and supported to succeed.

WE CAN • WE WILL • WE DO.

Your Journey
Starts Here ...



“There is a huge 
range of opportunities 

to expand my own 
potential”



Our dedicated 
careers team is 
ready and available 
to help you realise 
your potential 
through a wealth
of opportunities 
beyond your core 
studies.

Shaping your future doesn’t
start from the moment you
leave sixth form; it begins
right now. Whether you are
secure in your direction or
are unsure about where your
studies might take you, our
careers team can help you
on your journey.

Through our strong links
with business and highly
valued reputation in industry,
we provide numerous
opportunities to help you
realise your potential. 

We tailor a bespoke careers
education for you to ensure you 

Your 
Future Career

receive the opportunities,
experiences and skills
development to take you
closer to your dream future.

We understand that some
students need a greater
level of support to get to
where they aspire and offer
intervention and bespoke
assistance where helpful. The
vast majority of our students
who apply to university
gain their first choice.

We also offer a specific support
programme for Oxbridge,
medicine, veterinary and
dentistry candidates.



“Our Sixth Form students are achieving 
even greater results, with more and more 
Sixth Form students going on to the top 
universities in the UK such as Oxbridge  
and further.” 



The Sixth Form benefits from outstanding 
teaching staff with specialist knowledge, 
and many years experience in supporting 
students in achieving their goals. 

October  - Open Evening- Students are presented with information 
about the sixth form and the application process. 

November  – PPEs - The results of these will provide students with  
a good indication of courses to take in the sixth form.

December  – Sixth Form Taster – Students will be given the 
opportunity to experience sixth form subjects. It will allow students to 
see the difference between Year 11 and Sixth Form.

January  – Application deadline – The application form deadline is 
in this month. Based on students’ choices, the subject blocks will be 
built.

February  – Interviews – All students who submit an application will 
have a formal interview with the Head or Deputy Head of Sixth Form. 

March – PPEs – The last set of pre-preparation exams will give a 
clearer indication of student suitability for sixth form.

June-July  – Sixth Form Induction – Students will begin their subjects 
for a number of weeks, providing a strong foundation and work to be 
undertaken over the summer. 

August  – Results Day – Students receive their GCSE results and will 
speak to the Head or Deputy Head of Sixth Form to confirm place at 
sixth form or discuss other options. We will always work our hardest 
to ensure a student that wants to come to the sixth form is able to.

Your Sixth Form
Application



The Library is 
at the heart of 
independent 
learning.

The Sixth Form benefits from 
outstanding teaching staff with 
specialist knowledge, and many 
years experience in supporting 
students in achieving their goals. 

Students have access to specialist, 
well equipped departments 
offering the best possible 
resources covering: Sciences, 
Creative and Performing Arts, 
Music, Geography, History, 
Media, Language, Physical 
Education and Sports, English, 
Maths, Product Design, 
Sociology, Psychology, Law and 
Photography.

Rich in resources and learning 
technologies, it is a dynamic, 

Your Sixth Form 
Facilities

supportive environment 
comprising specialist zones to 
keep pace with the evolving 
needs of today’s learners.

Other Facilities
The inspirational Art, Design 
and Technology Centre benefits 
from a high specification 
CAD design and 3D printing 
facility, photography studio, 
pottery kilns and textiles and 
fabric manufacturing. The Hart 
School has enjoyed a long held 
reputation for visual arts and 
has excellent relationships with 
contemporary artist and product 
designers.



“I know where I want to 
go and my teachers are 

helping me to get there”



At The Hart School Sixth 
Form, we pride ourselves 
in knowing, valuing and 
supporting every student. 

Personalised Learning  

Students achieve better A Level and BTEC results 
than their GCSE grades would predict. This is due 
to our dedicated teaching, personalised approach to 
learning, support, and the high targets which we set 
all of our students. 

The wealth of courses we have on offer should suit 
all students’ aspirations, ability and interests, and 
provide them with the adaptability, understanding 
and skills to cope with a rapidly developing 
technological world. 

Our personalised curriculum encourages students 
to take increasing responsibility for their own 
learning so that they have the essential skills for 
Higher Education, apprenticeships or employment.

Subject Expert Teachers

Sixth Form teaching at The Hart School is second 
to none. Teachers have a great passion for their 
subject and go out of their way to support and 
inspire students. Many of them have higher 
degrees and all are specialists in their field. Most 
have many years of experience of teaching Sixth 
Form qualifications and they offer a high degree 
of support to students who are making the often 
difficult transition to A Levels. 

Outstanding
Teaching



“Teachers here 
really know
you and understand 
how to build your 
confidence to do 
your best.”

A Level Subjects

With 25 different A level 
subjects to choose from, there is 
something for everyone! An A 
level is a two-year programme, 
with the completion of formal 
examinations at the end of the 
two years. Some courses include 
an element of coursework and/or 
controlled assessment.

BTEC Courses

A BTEC course is a vocational 
qualification that involves 

Study 
Options 

applying your learning to ‘real-
life’ scenarios, allowing you 
to develop essential skills and 
knowledge for employment 
within a particular industry. 
BTECs are assessed through the 
completion of coursework with 
‘real-world’ application. There 
are also examined components in 
some of the courses. 

BTEC is the equivalent of full 
A level courses. You can study 
three or four A levels or a BTEC 
Diploma alongside an A level.



At The Hart School, we 
believe in making sure that 
every student is able to become 
a well-rounded individual. 

In a competitive world and job market, the need 
to have a variety of experiences outside of the 
classroom is more important than ever. We provide 
students with an extensive menu of opportunities 
that help broaden their skillset and allow them 
to have interesting and unique CVs and personal 
statements. A Hart School Sixth Form Student 
stands out from the rest.

EPQ 
EPQ stands for extended project qualification. It is 
an independent research task and involves students 
either writing an extended essay of about 5,000 
words or creating a product with an accompanying 
shorter essay of about 1,000 words. It is worth half 
an A Level and can be a valuable addition to their 
results.

MOOCS
MOOCs are massively open online courses that 
students can take. They vary in size but allow 
students to complete units on a variety of topics 
that may not be covered in the syllabus for their 
chosen subjects. We have access to a vast range of 
these and students are free to take them and gain 
accreditation for completion

Both of these are ways for students to develop 
academically and independently. They are 
incredibly useful when providing students with 
skills they will need when they leave sixth form.

Exciting & Enriching
Opportunities



Work Experience

A specific week of work 
experience sits alongside the 
students taking part in work 
experience during their study 
periods. With our links from 
being part of a hugely successful 
and professional Trust, and 
the wide range of links within 
the community, we make sure 
that all our students are able to 
gain meaningful and significant 
experience to provide them with 
opportunities for the future.

Leisure

Our relationship with the 
local leisure centre means that 
students are given a membership

Wider
Opportunities

Peer Mentoring

All students have the opportunity 
to assist in lower school lessons. 
This helps younger students 
to see excellent role models 
with regularity, but also gives 
sixth form students a chance 
to develop important skills. 
They are given responsibilities 
in the classes they support and 
work alongside the teachers 
in the classroom gaining an 
understanding of how education 
and learning works. 

Many students use this as 
valuable work experience or have 
often been inspired to pursue 
teaching as a career.

discount from being part of 
our sixth form. We know how 
keeping active can help maintain 
good mental wellbeing which 
is why we allow students to use 
the leisure centre during study 
periods.

RAG Week

The ‘Raising and Giving’ week 
has been a Rugeley sixth form 
tradition for over two decades. 
This important event sees the 
sixth form students planning 
and running a week’s worth of 
activities raising money for a 
local charity.  



The Hart School Sixth Form 
has an established student 
leadership programme helping 
students to develop their 
leadership skills, enhancing 
their Sixth Form experience. 
The Sixth Form Student Leadership Team are 
an active body of Student Leaders who work as 
ambassadors for the school and Sixth Form. They 
are an integral part of the school. These students 
genuinely shape the future of the school and leave a 
lasting legacy. 

A new Student Leadership Team is elected each 
year by nominations from staff and students. They 
have more responsibility and authority within the 
school and they work directly with the Principal 
and Head of Sixth Form. 

However, leadership is for everyone at Sixth Form 
and every Sixth Former will be trained to take up 
a leadership role. We also have a wide range of 
additional leadership opportunities from Student 
Peers, through to Reading Mentors. As Sixth 
Formers they will also be the leaders of the student 
body and their positive example will set much of 
the tone and character of the school. They have 
opportunities to develop their leadership skills; and 
thereby take on some responsibility for the day-to-
day running of the school and the representation of 
your peers.

Being part of the Sixth Form Leadership Team is 
a wonderful opportunity to be part of something 
bigger. The skills that are developed through this 
programme will be incredibly valuable when 
applying for university or careers in the future.

Leadership
Opportunities



World Challenge

Signing up to a World Challenge 
Expedition means so much 
more than simply the four weeks 
abroad. It involves fundraising 
the money, expedition planning 
and organising. 

World Challenge expeditions 
differ from normal school trips 
as students are in control of the 
trip. 

Students will learn money 
management skills, develop 
social skills, lead teams in 
challenging circumstances and 
build confidence whilst exploring 
a fascinating country.

Beyond the
Classroom

Competitions

There are a variety of cross-trust 
and national competitions for 
students to get involved with. 
An annual Public Speaking and 
Essay Writing competition takes 
place every Winter, with students 
honing their presenting abilities 
and academic skills. 

Our students compete against 
others within the UK during 
a final event which takes place 
in a prestigious location in 
London. There is also the 
chance to compete in Bar Mock 
Trials, STEM projects and other 
competitions through the year.

Duke of Edinburgh Award

Students who achieve the 
award demonstrate persistence, 
resilience, commitment and 
personal development over a 
period of time.  

The Award is the world’s leading 
programme for young people, 
recognised by employers 
and universities alike.  In 
highlighting the activities you 
have undertaken as part of your 
DofE programme on your UCAS 
or college application form, you 
are telling the institution that you 
have an ambitious and positive 
attitude as well as a wide range of 
interests.



“I’ve had enriching experiences and 
amazing opportunities throughout 
my time at sixth form”



Biology
A Level
Course Overview
Many of the key issues facing mankind now and in the future are 
essentially biological: populations, disease, conservation, genetic 
engineering, as well as an understanding of the physiology, behaviour 
and evolution of humans. All this enables the student to see himself 
in the context of nature as one amongst many species.

The study of this course will give you an exciting insight into the 
contemporary world of biology. It covers the key concepts of biology 
and practical skills are integrated throughout the course. 

This combination of academic challenge and practical focus makes 
the prospect of studying A Level Biology highly appealing. You will 
learn about the core concepts of biology and about the impact of 
biological research and how it links to everyday life. You will learn to 
apply your knowledge, investigate and solve problems in a range of 
contexts.

Entry requirements
Level 6 or above in single 
Biology or combined science 
and a level 6 in maths.  

Career opportunities
A Level Biology A is an 
excellent base for a university 
degree in healthcare, such as: 
medicine, veterinary, dentistry, 
biochemistry, molecular biology 
and forensic science.

Biology can also complement 
sports science, psychology, 
sociology and many more.

Biological expertise 
is applied within the 
pharmaceutical, medical, 
agricultural, environmental, 
veterinary, microbiological, 
biotechnological, and food 
industries. 

Business
Btec Level 3
Course Overview
Business Studies deals with some of the biggest challenges we face. 
Its range encompasses both large scale government decisions which 
impact upon unemployment, inflation and development, and the 
small scale decisions made by consumers and firms. The course is 
suitable for students who are interested in playing a full part in society 
and have an interest in learning how businesses and the government 
create benefits and economic wealth.

The exciting next generation BTEC in Business qualification has been
developed in collaboration with employers, representatives from
higher education and professional bodies. This has ensured the course
is up to date and relevant and offers you the knowledge,
understanding, skills and attributes required in the business sector.

The qualification covers two years and covers four units which include 
Exploring Business, Developing a Marketing Campaign and Personal 
Business Finance and Recruitment and selection processes.

Entry requirements
Grade 4 in GCSE English AND 
Grade 6 in GCSE Maths OR a 
minimum of a Merit in BTEC 
Level 2 Business

Career opportunities
The BTEC in Business 
Studies is a widely respected 
qualification, providing a base 
for understanding and study 
in a variety of subjects and 
vocations. It is of particular 
relevance to any of the social 
sciences and careers within 
the financial and business 
sectors. A very large number 
of students from The Hart 
School Sixth Form continue the 
study of Business & Finance or 
related subjects at university. 
Many have found careers in 
accountancy or banking. 



Dance

A Level

Course Overview
Studying dance provides you with specialist knowledge in different 
dance forms, dance history, choreography, community dance, arts 
administration and the commercial and business side of dance and 
the performing arts. A dance degree also develops transferable skills 
that are valued by all kinds of employers. This qualification offers an 
engaging programme to support learners who want to pursue a career 
in dance.

You are offered the opportunity to develop a range of technical skills 
and attributes that are desirable to employers with some opportunity 
to select between optional units. These will give you a degree of choice 
to study content relevant to your own progression.

You will study, research and perform a range of styles as well as be 
able to devise their own choreography and perform at a wide variety 
of events and showcases.

Entry requirements
To gain a place on the course 
it is important learners have 
passed the BTEC Level 2 
Performing Arts course in 
either: dance, drama or musical 
theatre.

Career opportunities
Many students that take this 
course go on to study at a higher 
level through university. Some 
use the qualification to apply to 
theatrical/drama schools with 
a specific career of performer 
in mind. However, many of 
the skills within this subject 
are transferable and would be 
highly desirable in other careers 
such as teaching, or any other 
sector that requires strong 
leadership and teamwork. 

Chemistry
Course Overview
Chemistry is all around us – it is about the very essence and quality 
of life and its continuous improvement. Chemistry is a challenging 
subject that is highly regarded by both universities and potential 
employers. 

A Level Chemistry will give you an exciting insight into the 
contemporary world of chemistry. It covers the key concepts of 
chemistry and practical skills that are integrated throughout the 
course, culminating in practical accreditation.

This combination of academic challenge and practical focus makes 
the prospect of studying A Level Chemistry highly appealing. You will 
learn about chemistry in a range of different contexts and the impact 
it has on industry and many aspects of everyday life.

Entry requirements
Students wishing to take 
Chemistry at A level require 
a minimum grade of a 6 in 
Triple Chemistry or Higher Tier 
Combined Science and have a 
good working and contextual 
knowledge of mathematics.  

Career opportunities
Chemistry at A-level is an 
essential subject for those 
who wish to pursue a career 
in medicine, veterinary 
science, optometry, dentistry, 
pharmacy, pharmacology and 
forensic sciences. Chemistry is 
also a significant component 
in the study of materials 
science; chemical engineering; 
metallurgy; natural sciences; 
earth sciences; agricultural 
sciences; food technology; bio-
sciences and bio-technology.

Btec Level 3



ICT
Cambridge Technical Level 3
Course Overview
This qualification is designed for learners who are interested in 
an introduction into the study of creating IT systems to manage 
and share information alongside other fields of study, with a view 
to progressing to a wide range of higher education courses, not 
necessarily in IT.

A course in ICT will open doors in both an academic or career based 
pathway. All areas of employment demand every-increasing ICT skills 
to be held by its members and a qualification that is both skill and 
theory based can offer the foundation for further study at University 
or careers in public and private sector organisations.

This course is designed with refreshing and exciting content. During 
your study you will complete five units of work; three mandatory units 
and two optional. The mandatory units include Fundamentals of IT, 
Global Information and Virtual and Augmented Reality. The
optional units are Internet of Everything and Social Media and Digital
Marketing.

Entry requirements

L2 Creative iMedia 

English Grade 4 or above  

Career opportunities
Students can progress from this 
course to higher education such 
as: computer arts, accounting 
and finance digital marketing 
business.
Students may enter a wide range 
of careers ranging from web 
design, accountancy and VR/
AR developer.

Drama
Course Overview
The opportunities for students of Drama have continued to develop 
over the last decade, perhaps nowhere more so than in the Midlands.
As Birmingham continues to be promoted as the nation’s “Second 
City” and attracts major Arts organisations to the area, so the West 
Midlands is becoming recognised as a centre for Culture and the Arts. 
This qualification offers an engaging programme to support learners 
who want to pursue a career in drama or have an interest in this 
expressive art form.

You will be offered the opportunity to develop a range of technical 
skills and attributes expected by employers with some opportunity to 
select between optional units. You will study, research and perform a 
range of styles as well as be able to devise their own performances and 
perform at a wide variety of events and showcases

Entry requirements
To gain a place on the course 
it is important learners have 
passed the BTEC Level 2 
Performing Arts course in 
either: dance, drama or musical 
theatre.

Career opportunities
Many students that take this 
course go on to study at a higher 
level through university. Some 
use the qualification to apply to 
theatrical/drama schools with 
a specific career of performer 
in mind. However, many of the 
skills within this subject are 
transferrable.

Btec Level 3



Engineering
Course Overview
The BTEC Level 3 Engineering is designed for learners who are 
interested in a career in the engineering sector and want to progress 
to further study in the sector. Learners will take a practical, applied 
engineering course as part of their Level 3 study programme, which 
gives them an introduction to the sector. 

A BTEC in Engineering is a great choice for students looking for 
a practical and creative qualification. The course aims to provide 
students with the relevant skills and knowledge that employers value, 
as well as the confidence to progress into a fulfilling, exciting career.
You will be able to combine this with other qualifications, such as a 
GCE A Level in Mathematics or Physics, which would allow them to 
progress to higher education to study engineering or other STEM-
related programmes.

Entry requirements
Merit or Distinction in Level 2 
Engineering 

Grade 5 or above Maths 

Career opportunities
Progression from this 
qualification is either to a 
larger size qualification at 
Level 3 or run along side other 
programmes of study to lead 
to higher qualifications such 
as degrees in Engineering, 
Sciences and Computing. This 
qualification builds a great 
foundation for working in the 
engineering sector supporting 
jobs such as Engineering 
operatives, Manufacturing 
Operatives and Semi-Skilled 
Operatives.  

English Language 
A Level
Course Overview
English Language is concerned with many different facets of 
language, from the way we speak to how we use English to assert 
power and influence and on others. You will develop and apply your 
understanding of the methods used for the study of language,
explore data and examples of language in use and develop your skills 
as a producer of language. 

This course makes you think about how powerful our communication 
within our society is and how language and meaning are created or 
shaped.

Entry requirements

Grade 5 in English Language  
or Literature GCSE 

Career opportunities
The study of English Language 
and/or Literature is highly 
desirable to employers or it can 
be used to gain access to a huge 
variety of university courses. 
Many students choose to pursue 
the subject in more detail 
through a Higher Education 
pathway.  Many students have 
gone on to have careers in 
journalism, teaching, politics, 
copywriting and the media.

Btec Level 3



Course Overview

English Literature is about more than just enjoying reading a book - 
although that is an essential qualification for choosing the subject! It 
is the study of how writers have grappled with the human condition 
through drama, poetry and prose. It also the study of how different 
cultural conditions have shaped both literary texts and the responses 
of readers. 

Students will read a wide variety of texts from Chaucer through to the 
novels written in the 21st Century. They will be encouraged to explore 
the relationships that exist between these texts and the contexts in 
which they were written, received and understood. They will also 
develop the ability to think analytically and to organise their ideas 
into an academic form.

Environmental Science 
A Level
Course Overview

Our environment is very important to us because it is where we 
live and share resources with other species. Environmental science 
enlightens us on how to conserve our environment in the face of 
increasing human population growth and anthropogenic activities 
that degrade natural resources and ecosystems.

Students who enjoy a multi-disciplinary approach to learning and 
have a keen interest in the sustainability of our planet will find this 
subject engaging and thought provoking.

Environmental Science is a holistic subject with many interconnected 
systems and processes. Key topics include the biophysical 
environment, energy resources, pollution, circular economy and 
sustainability. There is also a compulsory fieldwork element, where 
you will undertake sampling, soil and water analysis, species 
identification and pollution analysis.

Entry requirements
Level 5 in combined science and 
a level 5 in maths 

This is a great accompaniment 
to A-levels in geography, 
biology, physics and maths and 
develops key skills including 
communication, teamwork and 
critical thinking. 

Career opportunities
Students studying 
Environmental Science are well 
prepared for careers in: ecology, 
environmental planning, 
water management, water 
pollution, forestry commission, 
environmental law and 
ecotourism. It contains a wide 
variety of transferable skills 
that  would be desirable for 
other careers with a scientific 
base such as forensics or sports 
science.

English Literature 
A Level

Entry requirements

Grade 5 in English Language  
or Literature GCSE 

Career opportunities
The study of English Language 
and/or Literature is highly 
desirable to employers or it can 
be used to gain access to a huge 
variety of university courses. 
Many students choose to pursue 
the subject in more detail 
through a Higher Education 
pathway.  Many students have 
gone on to have careers in 
journalism, teaching, politics, 
copywriting and the media.



Fine Art
A Level
Course Overview

The aim of the course is to engage with and explore the visual arts 
through the production of personal practical work. Outcomes are 
therefore not prescribed and you will have a great deal of autonomy in 
developing work that you find interesting and inspiring. The Art staff 
work closely with the A-level candidates in helping them develop their 
work successfully and in fulfilling the highest examination criteria.
Students in Fine Art will be introduced to a variety of creative 
experiences that explore a range of fine art media processes and 
techniques. You will explore the use of drawing using a range of 
methods and media on a variety of scales including pencil, graphite, 
biro, ink and charcoal. You will go on to produce practical and 
critical/contextual work in one or more areas of study, for example: 
drawing, painting, mixed media, sculpture, ceramics, photography, 
installation and print making.

To extend the art experience, you will go on a gallery visit to see work 
first-hand.

Entry requirements
Ideally students will have 
achieved at least grade 6 in 
GCSE Art. Students will be 
considered for this subject if 
they have not studied it before, 
but must be able to demonstrate 
their skill level through a 
portfolio of work. 

Career opportunities
The creative industries in 
Britain are extensive and include 
advertising and marketing, 
photography, film and media, 
graphic design and illustration, 
interior design, animation 
and architecture, fashion and 
textiles design, product design 
and many more. Careers linked 
with art and design are clearly 
varied and interesting, but often 
require further study in a more 
specialised field.

Geography
A Level
Course Overview

The geography syllabus provides a balanced geographical education 
which builds on GCSE knowledge. The content is taught to emphasise 
the unity of the subject through reference to the concepts, theories, 
principles and practice appropriate to the study of both physical and 
human geography.

This course covers three distinct areas of geography. Physical 
Geography is where you gain understanding of coastal processes, 
natural hazards and the interrelationships between the water 
cycle and the carbon cycle. Paper 2 enables you to strengthen 
their understanding of contemporary urban environments, global 
governance and changing places. The third element of the course 
is a Non – Exam Assessed investigation. This element allows you 
to investigate an element of the specification you have a particular 
interest in to apply practical knowledge and skills through research. 

Entry requirements
Grade 6 – GCSE Geography 

We encourage curious 
geographers to apply – students 
who have a keen interest in 
the world around them and 
demonstrate this through their 
own independent research.  

Career opportunities
This course can lead to a degree 
in Geography or into other 
associated degrees such as 
marine studies, environmental 
management, etc. In terms of 
employment it is a subject that 
provides many openings in 
business management and the 
professions, the armed services, 
the civil service and local 
government. 



Entry requirements
The standard 6th form
entry requirements, Level 2
Health and Social Care an
advantage.

Career opportunities
Health and Social Care Whether 
you want to be involved in 
treating patients directly, 
researching and developing 
new medical advancements, or 
working in vital administrative 
roles, there are many health and 
social care areas in which you 
could find your calling. Students 
often go on to train for careers 
in nursing, the ambulance 
service, mental health and many 
more.

Health and Social Care 
Course Overview

Health and social care services are changing – care is increasingly 
complex with new challenges including management of continuity of 
care, long term conditions, rehabilitation, dementia and end-of-life 
care. Studying this qualification can open up career opportunities 
for you in this growing sector. You will cover physical, intellectual, 
emotional and social development across the human lifespan, and the 
factors affecting development and the effects of ageing.

The course explores what it is like to work in the health and social 
care sector, including the roles and responsibilities of workers and 
organisations. You will focus on the principles and practicalities that 
underpin meeting individuals’ care and support needs, which are the 
foundation of all the care disciplines.

As students of the subject, you will explore the role of health and 
social care services in providing care and support to individuals with 
additional needs.

History
A Level
Course Overview

History is more than just looking into the past. The skills that will be 
developed whilst studying this respected qualification are wide and 
appeal to future employers and universities. As a result of having to 
defend opinions and conclusions in class discussions, you will find 
yourself with many chances to develop your self-confidence.

A level History is a dynamic course designed to stretch and challenge 
our students. It will allow students to acquire knowledge which 
spans across British, European and American History over the last 
200 years. The study of History at A Level develops your critical 
thinking abilities and so the subject is very well regarded by leading 
universities. You will learn skills of problem solving and argument 
formation, as well as analytical and research skills.

Entry requirements
Grade 6 in History or other 
essay-based GCSE subjects. 
Students studying history 
should have a general interest in 
the past, the dynamic of looking 
at various sources and an ability 
to analyse effectively, as well as 
being able to use evidence and 
appropriate structure.

Career opportunities
History complements a number 
of A Level and degree subjects, 
not just the humanities. 
Historians from The Hart 
School Sixth Form frequently 
go on to study Law, Economics, 
Modern Languages, English, 
Medicine and Politics, as well as 
History, at university. 

Btec Level 3



Law
A Level
Course Overview

Law is a challenging and dynamic course which will allow you
to develop your knowledge and understanding of how English Law is
created and enforced.

It will enable you to explore how law is enforced within the court 
structure, personnel, and access to justice. You will examine how legal 
responsibility in both criminal law and civil law is established and 
what court procedures, sentencing and damages are available.

You will examine key principles and cases that determine what our 
laws are today. You will also be given the opportunity to ask questions 
about the nature and purpose of justice and discuss how morality may 
conflict with the law.

Entry requirements
Grade 6 or above in essay- 
based subjects provide the 
necessary skills to succeed. 
Students studying law should 
have a general interest in topical 
events, the dynamic of British 
Government and an ability to 
analyse effectively, as well as 
being able to use evidence and 
appropriate structure as well 
as other general essay writing 
skills.

Career opportunities
Law complements a number 
of A Level and degree subjects, 
not just the humanities. Law 
students from The Hart School 
Sixth Form frequently go on 
to study History, Economics, 
Modern Languages, English, 
Philosophy and Politics, as well 
as Law, at university. Many 
then pursue careers within the 
legal system such as solicitors, 
barristers or legal advisers. 

Mathematics
A Level
Course Overview

A level Mathematics deals with highly abstract topics which require 
considerable imagination combined with the discipline of ‘proof ’. It 
also underpins virtually all the practical developments in science, IT 
and economics which have formed our modern world.

A level Mathematics gives you the opportunity to study topics such as 
geometry, calculus and trigonometry (pure mathematics) and to use 
these ideas within the ‘applied’ topics such as mechanics and statistics. 
Mechanics is strongly linked to physics and builds on ideas of motion 
and forces to work out how and why objects move. Statistics allows
us to make sense of the complex and variable world around us via 
analytical methods in order to draw reliable conclusions from ‘sets’ of 
information.

Entry requirements
To be successful for A-Level 
mathematics, students need to 
achieve a Grade 7 at GCSE.  

Career opportunities
Mathematics at A-level is widely 
recognised by both employers 
and admission tutors as a 
most desirable qualification. 
Apart from standing on its 
own as a subject it is very 
versatile in that it can be 
combined with many other 
courses of study. Mathematics 
can be put alongside most 
other A-levels and should not 
necessarily be thought of as a 
companion of the sciences. In 
certain disciplines at degree 
level, A-level Mathematics is 
essential - these would certainly 
include physics and engineering 
degrees.



Media Studies
A Level
Course Overview

Film, television, radio, the press, advertising and the internet are
the media through which ideas, attitudes and information are
communicated.

Media Studies A Level explores how these channels work and how 
meaning is expressed through sounds, words and images.
The course aims to help you understand, criticise and enjoy media 
products by combining theoretical study with practical projects.
You will analyse a vast array of media products from a range of 
different institutions. This will provide you with a solid foundation of 
knowledge for when you come to create media products of your own 
through coursework.

By understanding more about professional practice and how the 
media industries are run, you will develop a full appreciation of the 
significance of what we see, hear and read.

Entry requirements
A specific set of GCSE results 
is not essential but students 
should have passes in subjects 
like English Language, English 
Literature, Graphic Design, Art, 
Drama, Music or other essay-
based subjects.

Students should also have a 
keen interest in modern media 
such as TV, film, music and the 
internet.

Career opportunities
The study of Media is highly 
desirable to employers or it can 
be used to gain access to a huge 
variety of university courses. 
Many students choose to pursue 
the subject in more detail 
through a Higher Education 
pathway.  Many students have 
gone on to have careers in 
journalism, teaching, politics, 
copywriting and the media.

Music
Course Overview

The Btec Music course develops a wide range of musical skills, 
introducing you to a variety of styles of composition and 
performance, and developing analytical and listening skills.

All units covered involve students developing their theoretical 
understanding, professional work in the music industry and playing 
in an ensemble context. Tasks range from producing extended chord 
progressions; four-part harmony; live performance and planning an 
event. Other units are chosen to suit the strengths and interests of
the group. The unit currently being taught includes solo performance 
skills.

In many cases students will pursue the subject beyond Btec at music 
colleges and universities, and some will continue into a career in 
performing, music technology, composing or teaching. Music is an 
excellent subject as it develops lateral thinking, broadens the mind, 
and reinforces effective learning strategies. 

Entry requirements
Students are required to dem-
onstrate that they are able to 
perform at a Grade 4 standard 
in order to access performance 
content.

It is highly advisable that all 
students should study music at 
level 2 (BTEC or GCSE) to gain 
the foundation knowledge to 
progress onto level 3.

Career opportunities
Music is a useful qualification 
when entering any profession 
that involves working with 
others. Music students will
not be limited to ‘performing’ 
but can gain jobs in many 
creative fields such as:
song writing, session-work, 
management, teaching and
music therapy.

Btec Level 3



Photography
A Level
Course Overview

The aim of the course is to engage with and explore the visual arts 
through the production of personal practical work. Outcomes are 
therefore not prescribed and you will have a great deal of autonomy 
in developing work that you find interesting and inspiring. The Art 
staff work closely with the A-level candidates in helping them develop 
their work successfully and in fulfilling the highest examination 
criteria.
Whilst studying A Level Photography, you will be introduced to a 
variety of experiences that explore a range of photographic media, 
techniques and processes. You will explore the use of a camera using 
a range of photographic methods for example: macro, composition, 
digital manipulation, zoom burst, aperture, angles all linked to 
their chosen topic / theme. You will produce practical and critical / 
contextual work linked to chosen photographers /artists/crafts people.

To extend the art experience, you will be invited to go on trips to 
expand your learning experience.

Entry requirements
Previous study of GCSE 
Photography or Art is beneficial 
for this course but not essential. 
Students with a passion for art 
and being creative can apply for 
this course.

Entry requirements - Grade
6 or above in Art based
subjects.

Career opportunities
The creative industries in 
Britain are extensive and include 
advertising and marketing, 
photography, film and media, 
graphic design and illustration, 
interior design, animation 
and architecture, fashion and 
textiles design, product design 
and many more. Careers linked 
with art and design are clearly 
varied and interesting, but often 
require further study in a more 
specialised field.

Physics
A Level
Course Overview

Physics is a subject of great importance and relevance to students 
today. It is an essential part of any science, engineering or technology 
course studied at university and highly desirable in many other 
areas. A physics qualification gives a great range of opportunities to a 
student both in a career and at degree level.

Physics A Level is one of the most universally accepted qualifications 
for progression to university. The course content covers the basis of 
how things work, from the constituent parts of atoms to the extent of 
the universe. You will integrate the concepts studied with a range of 
practical experiments throughout each topic giving the course both an 
academic and practical focus. You will learn to apply your knowledge 
of the key concepts to solve problems with an emphasis on contexts 
and applications.

Entry requirements

Grade 6 in Physics   

Career opportunities
The precise analytical and 
problem solving skills 
developed by the study of 
Physics are transferable to 
many different degree pathways 
including Physics, Astronomy, 
Mathematics, Computing, 
General Science, Sports Science, 
Chemistry, Biology, Medicine, 
Health studies, Forensics and 
Law.



Course Overview

This creative and thought-provoking qualification gives students the 
practical skills, theoretical knowledge and confidence to succeed in 
innovative and creative industries. You will investigate influences on 
design and technology, whilst enjoying opportunities to put their 
learning into practice by producing products to design briefs. 
Product Design seeks to develop your knowledge, understanding, 
skills and application for designing and manufacturing products. 
Product design encompasses a wide range of design disciplines but is 
firmly rooted in the skills required to design and make high quality 
products. Products that are fit for purpose, satisfy wants and needs, 
enhance our day-today lives and, most importantly, give you the 
opportunity to demonstrate their design and technology capability.

This course gives you a fantastic opportunity to show off your 
creativity and flair using sketching, modelling and a plethora of 
manufactured outcomes.

Entry requirements
Grade 6 in Product Design 
GCSE  

Career opportunities
Product Design is often studied 
alongside Maths, Science, 
Business and Art. Sixth Form 
students who have studied the 
subject in the past have gone on 
to study Product Design, Game 
Design, set and props design, 
Illustration and Engineering 
at university. Many have 
gone on to pursue careers in 
manufacturing, design, graphics 
or the creative arts.

Product Design
A Level

Psychology
A Level
Course Overview

Psychology is the scientific study of human behaviour; its goal
is to apply scientific methods such as operationalisation, control
and hypothesis testing to enable us to understand complex human
behaviours. It contains elements of social psychology as well as the
thorough study of biology; focusing on the way our actions and
thoughts are shaped by society as well as by our brain, hormones  
and neurotransmitters.

Studying A Level Psychology enables you to develop critical 
thinking skills, to analyse and interpret real life phenomenon, as 
well as conduct your own practical investigations. You will also 
investigate various psychological theories and studies, learn how 
Psychology research is conducted, and understand the scientific and 
mathematical aspects of gathering results from research.

Entry requirements
While the mathematical skills 
required for this course are not 
on quite the same level
as A level maths, it requires 
good GCSE grade in Maths 
and Science and a grasp on 
analytical skills.

Career opportunities
Sixth Form students studying 
this subject have gone on to 
study Psychology, Criminology, 
Medicine, Veterinary Sciences, 
Teaching and Nursing at 
university. Many have gone 
into careers involving therapy, 
mental health, counselling or 
social services, education, 
advertising, marketing, retail, 
psychotherapists, forensic and /
or criminal psychologists. 



Sociology
A Level
Course Overview

Sociology is the study of how society is organised and how we 
experience life. It has been taught in British universities since the 
very beginning of the twentieth century. Studying A Level Sociology 
enables you to develop critical thinking skills, to analyse and interpret 
the world around you.

Through the investigation of people in society, you will seek to 
understand all aspects of human social behaviour. On this course 
you will learn to understand why people behave in particular ways 
when they are part of a group, tribe, culture, religion or nationality, 
exploring the ways people are influenced by their childhood and 
education. You will be introduced to the key themes of socialisation, 
culture and identity, as well as how power and influence can be 
exerted in society. If you are interested in what makes society tick and 
how we are affected by the society we live in, this is the course for you.
You will study key concepts such as power, gender, ethnicity and 
culture, as well as mass media, education, crime, deviance and 
religion. The research, study and written skills developed throughout 
the course will be an excellent foundation for university and your 
future career. You will learn to question and challenge ideas and 
assumptions, critically examine evidence, and experience lots of 
discussion and debate.

Entry requirements
Grade 5 in English Language or 
Literature or other essay-based 
subjects. 

Career opportunities
The skills you learn in 
Sociology are well respected 
and highly marketable. Students 
are encouraged to ask and 
answer questions such as 
‘what’, ‘how’, and ‘why’. This 
analytical approach is valued by 
Universities and employers. It 
also allows considerable choice 
of careers: Social and Public 
Administration, Health and 
Welfare, Education, Journalism, 
Public Relations and Police 
Force.

Spanish
A Level
Course Overview

The aim of the A-level Spanish course is to enable students in the Sixth 
Form to continue, as their contemporaries in other EU countries do, 
with the study of a modern European language in a practical context. 
The ability to communicate in more than one language is becoming 
increasingly apparent in many aspects of contemporary business and 
scientific life.

You will study technological and social change, looking at the 
multicultural nature of Hispanic society. You will study highlights of 
Hispanic artistic culture, including a focus on Spanish regional
identity and the cultural heritage of past civilisations. Through this 
course, you will learn about aspects of the diverse political landscape 
of the Hispanic world. You will explore the influence of the past on 
present-day Hispanic communities. 

Entry requirements
A level 6 in GCSE Spanish.  

Career opportunities
The A-level course is intended 
for those students who want to 
study the language at university 
either on a traditional languages 
course or on one of the many 
business, scientific, legal or 
engineering courses which now 
include a language component. 
These are a direct result of 
the growing awareness within 
business and academic circles 
of the increasing desirability 
of advanced skills in at least 
one foreign language which are 
clearly now recognised as an 
asset within the job market. 



Sport
Course Overview

The Btec Sport qualification is an ideal course for students who wish 
to pursue a career in the sports industry or pursue a degree in a sports 
related field. This qualification is mapped to industry standards for the 
fitness industry. 

The Btec in Sport focuses on varying aspects of sport and the various 
sport industries. You will study externally assessed units on anatomy 
and physiology. It will also include focussed sections covering fitness 
training and an internally assessed Unit on the Sports Industry 
alongside an optional unit. It is an exciting and engaging subject with 
plenty of opportunities for you to get involved in playing and assisting 
in sports lessons. It provides a wealth of experiences and skills that 
help you to progress towards a variety of different goals.

Entry requirements
Students who have studied 
BTEC First in Sport will suit 
this qualification, but we also 
accept students with a good 
range of GCSE passes with 
enthusiasm for sport.

Career opportunities
The course is designed for entry 
to roles such as gym instructor 
or fitness instructor and is 
appropriate for progression to 
Level 3 Personal Trainer. Many 
students have also progressed 
to university to study sports-
related courses such as sports 
coaching, business and 
management.

Btec Level 3
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